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Annual WCSWA Potluck
Tuesday, May 23–Shumaker Tree Farm – 5:00 p.m. until dusk
The Annual WCSWA Potluck is almost here! It’s a modified potluck – Sam Sadtler and Don Sohler will
be cooking burgers and dogs on the grill, and you only need to bring a side dish, dessert, salad, or
whatever you wish. Tableware will be provided, along with soft drinks and water or you can BYOB.
The official starting time is 5:00 p.m., but get there when you can. If you’re early, there will be folks to
swap stories with, or paths to hike. Dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. with the educational part after
dinner. The potluck will be held at the Shumaker Tree Farm west of Banks (See directions page 6).
The agenda for the evening will include a discussion on pre-commercial thinning with Amy Grotta and
Brad Withrow-Robinson, our OSU Extension Foresters. Brad has been writing a series of papers on
the need for small woodland owners to thin early and well. Bonnie and Bob have been listening, but
admit they are basically planters and not thinners.
There will be a “walk and talk” up their driveway with Brad and Amy to show the efforts that have been
made. There is an area next to the house (planted 2002) where they have removed one-third of the
trees per Brad’s papers. Right next to it is the part they haven’t got to, so you can see the difference.
There is also a piece (planted 1996) that was mechanically thinned in October, 2016 which took out
about one-half the trees and an older stand (planted 1980) that has been thinned twice (2005 and
2015). Bonnie and Bob anticipate an educational and fun time. Hope you can come.
You must RSVP by May 18 so we know how many burgers and dogs to buy. Call Bonnie and
Bob at 503-324-7825 or email bshumaker@coho.net to let them know how many in your family
are coming – kids are welcome, too!
Directions to the Shumaker’s is on page 6.

Legislation Session in Progress – Are You Involved?
The Oregon biennial full legislative session is over halfway through. Committees have been meeting to consider bills and
some legislation has passed. The Government Affairs Committee (GAC) of OSWA has been tracking these bills through the
effective assistance of Roger Beyer, an OSWA consultant. Committee members receive updates bi-weekly through a
conference call, and Jim James, OSWA Executive Director, provides the facilitation to leverage OSWA member participation
in the legislative process. Having OSWA influence with the Legislature, along with other forest partners, is very important to
ensure a helpful governmental environment for small woodland owners. The OSWA Family Forest News provides updates to
members.

It’s not too late to get involved! In fact, some of the more significant pieces of legislation will be
considered once the Legislature receives the state income forecast this month, and the legislative session
nears its close. To join in on the GAC conference calls, contact Jim James (jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com) or
Scott Hayes, (scotthayes8888@gmail.com).
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WCSWA Leadership
President – Bonnie Shumaker, 503-324-7825,bshumaker@coho.net
Vice-President – Vic Herinckx, vic.herinckx@gmail.com
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825
bshumaker@coho.net
Board of Directors:

WCSWA Website
www.wcswa.com
Website Manager: Michael Morgan
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for web
postings and information.
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmall
WoodlandsAssociation

Pos. #1: Deb Kapfer, 503-628-6349 kapferd@upwardaccess.com
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223 samsncee@gmail.com
Pos. #3: Susan Schmidlin, 503-429-7861, mrs.susan.schmidlin@gmail.com
Pos. #4: Tony Spiering, 503-680-8051, aespiering@gmail.com
Pos. #5: Doug Eddy, 503-628-1468
Forest Forum Newsletter
douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie Shumaker
Pos. #6: Karen Graham, 503-647-0310, kgraham@duckswild.com
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825
Legislative Committee Chair:
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or bshumaker@coho.net
Scott Hayes, scotthayes8888@gmail.com
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan Hundley, Tom
Membership Committee: WCSWA Board members
Nygren, Ardis Schroeder
Program Committee: Bill Triest – 503-705-5833, whtriest@gmail.com
; John and Cathy Dummer – 503-970-8789, cannbuckley@hotmail.com; Mike Messier, 503-233-2131,
mike@troutmountain.com
Tualatin River Watershed Council Representatives: Tom Nygren, primary, 503-628-5472,
tnygren@juno.com ; Eric Chambers, alternate, 503-647-2458, eric870@hotmail.com

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472. Got
a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for tools, equipment, property, or
materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another way for tree farmers to help each other! (3
month limit)

Wanted: We need you! Please consider the following:
1)Join the Program Committee and help generate ideas or simply do the grunt work to set up our monthly
programs and tours.
2) Help WCSWA improve communication on Social Media.

For Sale: No items offered this month

Event Calendar
13

Naturescaping Workshop

9 -11 a.m. Leedy Grange. See Potpourri, pg. 12

13

Oregon Season Tracker
Training

10-12 a.m. Portland. Information at
http://oregonseasontracker.forestry.oregonstate.edu
Register at http://bit.ly/oregonseasontrackertraining.edu
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Annual WCSWA Potluck

Shumaker’s Tree Farm in Banks – 5:00pm until dusk.
Theme: Pre-commercial thinning. Directions on page 6.

June

15-17

OSWA Annual Meeting

Florence, OR. Watch for details from OSWA

July

15

Tree Farmer of the Year Tour

Steve and Lynn Harrel’s tree farm in Manning. Save the
date.

May
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Leadership Notes
Itching to get growing!
My, oh my, it has been a cold, wet spring. Today, April 24, our rain gauge just made the leap to 60”
since October first. I’m sure the seedlings everyone
planted are happy and are exercising their roots and
getting ready for bud break and stretching toward the sky.
It is good that WCSWA has been made aware of offers of
surplus seedlings from both Clean Water Services and
BLM in Tillamook, so more seedlings than originally
planned are benefiting from the cool and wet and those
that planted them can know they truly “saved a tree.”
That said, I know I am not the only one itching to get out
into the garden and plant more than seedlings. On the
one sunny day we had last week, I did transplant my
tomato seedlings from my computer/sewing room to
bigger pots in the greenhouse. The greenhouse has no
heat, so I’m counting on the temps to stay above freezing,
so I don’t have to turn on a portable heater – so far, so
good. The Walla Walla Sweet Onions I planted in the
garden are patiently waiting for warmth and sunshine.
The exciting thing that I wanted to share is the initial result of a planting experiment I did this winter. On
January 29th, I took 20 cuttings off the current season’s growth of the red-flowering currant bush by the
house. I dipped them in rooting hormone, but instead of putting them in a slit-trench or pot with
propagating medium as suggested, I poked holes in the ground down by the pond and inserted the
cuttings. I didn’t have a lot of hope for success, so imagine my delight when two months later, they had
greened up! Now, 20 out of 20 are blooming! The picture probably won’t be great in black and white in
the newsletter, but take my word for it; the currant is blooming and taller than my hat.
The rest of the experiment will involve following the directions for propagating Red Flowering Currant
from www.mywoodlandgarden.com . They suggest doing the propagation in June or July on a cool day
using an 8” cutting in the softwood stage – not green and not woody and putting it directly in moist, rich
soil. I plan to put these down by the pond as well to keep fewer variables in my experiment and use
rooting hormone again although the directions say it is not required. Now, the real test will be for me to
remember to do the “rest of the experiment.”
Bob and I hope to see many of you at WCSWA’s Annual Potluck on May 23rd at our tree farm in Banks
(see article page 1) and also at the OSWA Annual Meeting in Florence on June 15-17.

Bonnie Shumaker
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Advertising Opportunity: The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members and
friends of WCSWA. Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads. ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE
INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP)

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum. Ad size: ___________________________
Enclosed is a check or money order for: 1 issue ___ 4 issues ___ 12 issues ___
Company_____________________________________________
Contact_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City/State/Zip___________________________________________
1/12
page
Phone________________________________________________
Fax__________________________________________________
1/6 page
¼ page
Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to:
1/3 page
½ page
Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR 97117
2/3 page
Thank you for supporting Washington County Small
Full
Woodlands Association!
page
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Trio Shares Knowledge about Forest Tree Seeds and Seedlings
At WCSWA’s April 25th meeting, we were enlightened
by a trio of experts about the topic of seeds and
seedlings.
Ryan Gordon, ODF’s Family Forestland Coordinator,
told of incentives available now for catastrophic loss
due to fire, ice storm or drought. He also pointed out
the issues facing availability of seedlings such as
forecasting, planning and educating forest land
owners about the fact that it takes two years to grow a
seedling. Nurseries are not willing to grow seedlings
on speculation for small landowners since we harvest
Don Kaczmarek, Ryan Gordon and Mike Taylor
sporadically, making it hard to forecast two years
ahead. We are lucky that WCSWA has a seedling program that contracts with Lewis River
Reforestation for 40,000 to 60,000 seedlings annually. Other small woodland owners do not have such
a program and, WCSWA sells out some years.
Don Kaczmarek, ODF Forest Geneticist, is headquartered at the J.E. Schroeder Seed Orchard in St.
Paul. The orchard was started in the early 1970’s as a cooperative tree improvement program.
Orchards assure a steady supply of high quality seed that is adapted to local forest environments.
Douglas-fir is the most advanced in tree improvement with 95% of Doug-fir now planted from
genetically improved seed. Hemlock, Western Red Cedar and Ponderosa Pine are also in the tree
improvement program. The advantage over woods-run seed is that controlled orchard conditions offer
more predictable results and a heavy harvest. Every two years, trees in the orchard are partially girdled
which gives a heavy cone harvest the next year. Genetically improved seed is selected for increased
growth rates, increased insect or disease resistance or increased stem form factors. While ODF owns
and manages the orchard, customers vary from state forests to timber companies with 6% of seed from
any given orchard available to family forest owners.
Don looked into the future by outlining factors involved with climate change that may affect forests:
Annual and seasonal precipitation change, minimum and maximum temperatures, increasing CO2,
decreased snowpack and increased growing season. Models vary and lack consistency. Averages are
less important than extremes, and natural climate variations do occur. To mitigate climate change,
switch species if you are sure of a model, however relying on tree improvement and designing studies
to impose stress conditions may be more valuable.
Our final speaker was Mike Taylor who has been at IFA Nursery for ten years and oversees their seed
nursery. IFA grows 30 million seedlings annually. They don’t own land and focus solely on producing
good trees. IFA now operates Phipps Nursery which was owned and operated by ODF until eight years
ago. IFA grows 1 – 2 million seedlings annually on speculation, a small percentage, but the most they
can risk. The minimum order from IFA is 20,000 seedlings, but Mike has put together a website that
will group smaller orders together to reach the 20,000 minimum. IFA will work together with nurseries,
foresters and line up coolers to get the seedlings grown and distributed. This is a new project to which
Mike will make adjustments as needed. It will deal with Douglas-fir, larch, pine, WRC, hemlock and
noble fir. Type their website in your address bar rather than “Googling” it. The address is:
www.mysaplings.com. You must order 2 years in advance so the seeds can get planted and grown in
time for your needs.
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Directions to Shumaker Tree Farm
52490 NW Cedar Canyon Rd (green sign by mailbox)
From east of Banks: Take Highway 26 west until the
junction with Highway 6 (Tillamook Hwy). Go on Highway
6 for six miles and turn right onto Cedar Canyon Rd (just
after milepost 46). In one-half block, turn left. This is still
Cedar Canyon Road. It is also Cedar Canyon if you go
straight, so be sure to take the quick left after turning right
off the highway. Travel three miles up the gravel road.
Turn left at the “Hayward Cemetery” sign. Go past the
turnoff into the cemetery itself, around the corner and
down the hill to our house.
From south of Banks: Take Hwy 47 to Banks. Turn left at
stoplight to get on Hwy. 6 going west for 3 miles. Turn
right onto Cedar Canyon Rd (just after milepost 46). In
one-half block, turn left. This is still Cedar Canyon Road.
It is also Cedar Canyon if you go straight, so be sure to
take the quick left after turning right off the highway. Travel
three miles up the gravel road. Turn left at the “Hayward
Cemetery” sign. Go past the turnoff into the cemetery
itself, around the corner and down the hill to our house.
From north or west of Banks: From Hwy 26, turn south on
Hayward Rd. at Manning. Go five miles up this gravel
road to the junction of Cedar Canyon and Parson Rd.
Turn left and we are the first driveway on the right.

John Ragsdale Logging LLC
a
n

Specializing in mechanical cutting
and hand falling
John Ragsdale 503-858-8618
Jragsdale70@aol.com
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Cleaning up from winter storms?
We can help!
West Multnomah SWCD and OSU Extension
have assembled a group of forest and tree
experts to give you advice on assessing risk,
how to clean up your property, minimize
damage to trees and help prevent more harm
in the future. Please join us for a discussion
of your issues:
Wednesday, May 17 at 7:00 pm—Skyline
Grange, 11275 NW Skyline Blvd.
Speakers include:
 Michael Ahr, Forest Conservationist, West
Multnomah SWCD
 Amy Grotta, OSU Extension/Forest & Natural
Resources
 Terry Flanagan, Teragan & Associates

Do You Have Storm Damage?
Gail Stinnett, County Executive Director,
USDA – Farm Services Agency, would like to
identify the number of forestland
acres/owners affected by the April 7th
windstorm. Funds may be available for
replanting, debris removal, or other storm
effects on your trees.
If you have had damage, contact Gail at
503-648-3174, ext. 2, or e-mail
gail.stinnett@or.usda.gov

Valley Pine: How Does It Measure Up?
Scott Leavengood, Director of the Oregon
Wood Improvement Center, and Kelly Currans,
Senior in Renewable Materials, have been
measuring the mechanical and physical
properties of ponderosa pine native to the
Willamette Valley (a.k.a. ‘Valley pine’).
Properties being measured include specific
gravity, hardness, shrinkage, bending strength
and stiffness, machinability and permeability.
The results will help growers market their
materials. See the OWIC website for details.
http://owic.oregonstate.edu/
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“A forest, kindly used, will
outlive unimaginably any of
its trees,”
Wendell Berry, in “A Forest Conversation”.
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What’s Happening with Wood Markets?

John Greene, Forests2Markets, April 27, 2017
After trade talks on Canadian dairy products fell through, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross recently said that stiff
new tariffs on softwood lumber shipped into the US will be imposed. "It has been a bad week for U.S.-Canada
trade relations," said Secretary Ross. "This is not our idea of a properly functioning Free Trade Agreement."
These are the first tariffs imposed by President Trump, which come as the US, Canada and Mexico prepare to
renegotiate NAFTA. The tariffs ranged from 3 percent to 24 percent for five specific Canadian lumber companies,
and a nearly 20 percent tariff on exports to the US for all other Canadian lumber companies.

Reactions:
 "The Government of Canada disagrees strongly with the U.S. Department of Commerce's decision to impose an
unfair and punitive duty," said Jim Carr, Canada's Minister of Natural Resources, and Chrystia Freeland,
Canada's Minister of Foreign Affairs, in a joint statement. "The accusations are baseless and unfounded."
 "Today's ruling confirms that Canadian lumber mills are subsidized by their government and benefit from timber
pricing policies and other subsidies which harm U.S. manufacturers and workers," said U.S. Lumber Coalition Legal
Chair, Cameron Krauss.
 "This is all about jobs," said Steve Swanson of the Swanson Group, owner of a plywood mill in Springfield, OR and
sawmills in Roseburg and Glendale. "We should be able to add a few employees—25 to 30 workers—in each of our
sawmills."
What’s Next? Market Dynamics
The North American softwood lumber dispute is a very complex issue that runs much deeper than most
of the reporting, and there are a number of factors at work:
 If Forest2Market’s projections for 2018 are correct, we will see housing starts at around the 1.3 million mark, which
will cause US lumber demand to rise above 50 billion MBF for the first time since 2007.
 Southern yellow pine production in the US South has now far surpassed the Pacific Northwest (PNW) regional
production.
 Imports from BC to the US were up over 25 percent in 2016, and Canadian production for the year was up 6
percent—nearly double that of US producers
As the US dollar maintains a relatively strong position globally, the Canadian dollar continues to soften
amid flat/declining oil prices. Canadian lumber producers have a roughly 30 percent cost advantage
(one US dollar will bring $1.36 in Canadian funds). It’s important to keep in mind that this latest lumber
market dynamic between the US and Canada is nothing new; the Softwood Lumber Agreement
enforced similar trade restrictions for 10 years before it sunsetted in 2016. With US-imposed duties
scheduled to take effect in the coming weeks—just as building season really begins to take off—global
lumber producers and consumers will be watching the US market carefully. Opportunities are on the
horizon for those producers that have been planning, restructuring and waiting patiently on the sidelines
to enter the US market.
May, 2017
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North Plains & Longview
WANTED: Land & Timber, standing timber and pulp logs
Rob Vance – (360) 355-2817

Paul Hadaller – (360) 431-9661

Do Forests with More Species Grow Better?
A study by University of Minnesota researchers has found out why diverse forests grow better and
faster than single-species plantations. It has to do with shapes and how the trees fit in with each other
as they seek sunlight. It's been known for years that forests with lots of different tree species grow
better and faster than forests with just one kind of tree. It turns out trees of different species find a way
to get along with their neighbors by spreading branches out to fill in gaps where sunlight is available —
they play off each other's shape. And that maximizes their combined ability to soak up the sun falling on
a particular plot of land.
A study published in the scientific journal “Nature Ecology & Evolution” by scientists from the University
of Minnesota and Université du Québec à Montréal looked at 37 plots of trees that had been planted in
Montreal four years previously, ranging from a monoculture (only one tree species across the entire
plot) to a plot with 12 different tree species commonly found in northern forests. They found that in plots
with multiple species, the different natural growth forms and light requirements of the various species,
combined with their ability to modify their growth to their neighbors, made it possible for the trees to
send branches into places where they could better use the available light, growing better together than
in single-species plots. The researchers found that the better-equipped the particular combination of
species was to use the range of sunlight within the forest canopy, the more biomass the plot supported.
It's not just interesting to know how these tree species play off each other. The data gives foresters
better information to manage forests to get more production — and that's good for providing more trees
for the Northland's wood products industry. As more private land is taken out of timber production, and
as government land managers seek to reserve more big trees as old growth or animal habitat, providing
more trees from the same amount of land could be critical to supply industry. Different species also
provide habitat for more birds and wildlife, and even for microbes in the soil that affect nutrients for the
trees.
"It might be easier to plant a single species, especially species for the forest industry. But if we want
more total biomass, and we want the whole ecosystem to improve in health, then planting a diverse
mixture of species clearly has benefits," Jeannine Cavender-Bares, a University of Minnesota professor
of plant ecology, told the News Tribune.
John Myers, Duluth News-Tribune, March 2017
Editor’s Comment:
This article leads directly to a question, “Forests for Whom, and For What?” This was the title of an
excellent book by Marion Clawson back in 1975. The point of the book – and a question we wrestle with
as a nation and as individual landowners - is defining what we want to achieve with our forestland. As
individual landowners, we must define our management goals from a broad spectrum of possibilities.
The above study describes a production possibility leading to greater total biomass. On the other end of
the spectrum, other equally valid production possibilities exist such as timber, wildlife habitat, recreation
settings, water quality, and more. Each possibility has a set of complementary values that will be
provided in addition to the primary goal. Back to the question – What do you want from your forest?
May, 2017
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Forest Management Techniques Tested in Washington
Researchers are preparing for a large-scale forest management experiment in the Olympic
Experimental State Forest with hopes of benefiting the environment, economy and surrounding
communities. It’s a first-of-its-kind experiment for the state and could influence forest management
across the Pacific Northwest, said Bernard Bormann, director of the Olympic Resource Center and a
lead for the project.
The study, a joint Department of Natural Resources and University of Washington effort called the
“Large-Scale Integrated-Management Experiment,” will compare four management strategies
across 16 watersheds in the Olympic Experimental State Forest (OESF) - 270,000 acres of state trust
lands on the western Olympic Peninsula. The strategies will be applied to four watersheds each in
areas ranging from 1,000 to 2,000 acres, Bormann said. “It’s not like a regular research project, which
is usually pretty small scale.”
The project, which likely will involve 20,000 to 30,000 acres over the next decade, is expected to begin
in 2018 and be fully underway in 2019, he said. “The bulk of what we’re doing, the hard evidence we’re
going to produce, will take quite a few years to fall into place,” he said, “The process of designing these
treatments in itself is important because we are exploring forest practices that are not currently being
applied. Many of these ideas are going to have a lot of value in their own right.”
The four strategies being implemented include 1) Zoned Management, 2) the current OESF
Forest Land Plan, 3) Accelerated Integration strategy, and 4) No-Action Control.
The Zoned Management strategy is designed to mirror how DNR manages trust lands outside of the
OESF. A goal is to compare that to how harvest is managed in the OESF.
“They will get a comparison of the approaches side-by-side and we think it may influence what they
decide to do statewide,” Bormann said.
The Accelerated Integration approach is not currently being applied in Washington, he said. It
includes increasing harvest amounts while thinning stands, while minimizing wind damage and
providing habitat, he said. Thinnings in Western Washington are not too profitable because of the
number of trees left behind, he said. There are fears that leaving fewer trees in a stand would leave the
area prone to wind damage. But Bormann said forest managers have had pretty good luck along the
Oregon coast while increasing harvests while thinning stands.
The hope is to discover the best practices that benefit the economy, environment and local
communities. “What we’re trying to find out is whether we can have a higher level of benefit to
ecosystem well-being, where you get more benefit for communities and more benefit for the ecological
system,” he said. “We don’t know if we can achieve that, but the only way we are going to find out is to
try.”
While the management strategies are being implemented, researchers also hope to test new strategies
to decrease costs, such as looking at new ways to build roads. “One of the biggest costs and limits to
the amount of revenue that can come from a project is road costs,” he said.
Among the ideas is exploring new ways to get temporary access to an area without building a road to
current standards. That would be done by installing mats of cross laminated timber as a road surface.
When crews are done harvesting, the mats could then be reused in other areas, he said. “That’s just
the kind of thing we want to bring to the table,” he said. “There are so many new ideas floating around
in forestry.”
Jesse Major, Peninsula Daily News
May, 2017
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Potpourri
New Members: Welcome to new member James White of North Plains.
We are here to help members achieve their management goals. To get the most out of your membership, come to
the meetings and tours that are scheduled throughout the year. (You’re always invited to the WCSWA meetings!).
You’ll find many kindred spirits among our diverse membership – and many opportunities to learn and share
together! If you have any questions or need help, contact any of the Directors, Officers, or Newsletter Editors listed
on page 2 of this newsletter.
Spring Naturescaping Workshop: May 13, 9:00-11:00 Leedy Grange, Saltzman Road, Portland. Sign up
at:
https://www.swcd.net/?s=naturescaping or
https://www.swcd.net/event/naturescaping-workshop/
OOPS - Native Plant Sale Kudos Weren’t Complete!
The article in last month’s Forum about our successful Native Plant sale inadvertently failed to
recognize the important help from Mel and Wendy Mortensen, who “camped” overnight to protect
our plants. The saving for not having to hire a guard goes directly to scholarships. Thanks, Mel and
Wendy!

Helpful Links:
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http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics to read Amy Grotta’s “Tree Topics” blog
www.oregonwoodlandcooperative.com to learn about the Oregon Woodland Cooperative
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation
For E-Notification: : https://ferns.odf.state.or.us/E-Notification or visit ODF Office
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