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 November, 2017 

 
               Oregon Forests of the Future 
 
Glenn Ahrens acknowledged that the issue of climate change and the 
impact on forests can sometimes be controversial, but amidst the 
uncertainty of predictions, it is still important for Extension Foresters to 
address issues that may affect small woodland owners. The following 
are some take-home messages from his informative talk at our October 
24th meeting:  
 

• Climate is changing and we can expect changes in the forest. 
• Local climate and its relevance is the key to your forestland. 

If temperatures slowly rise over time, we can expect a longer growing season, reduced snow 
pack, longer fire season, competition for water and increased disease such as from bark 
beetles.   
 

The Extension Forester’s role will be to work with researchers to learn more and integrate 
climate change and variability as basic environmental information and implement collaborative 
communication with researchers, educators and practitioners.  The commonality we all have is 
wanting to manage for healthy forests.  Current topics and programs dealing with this through 
Extension are: 
 

• Managing forests for resilience (thin early and often, control grass, remove dead trees 
to avoid bark beetle, manage hazardous fuels, manage for warmer/drier forest type, 
and be site specific with planting (plant lighter on dry ridges vs. heavier on lower, moist 
sites) 

• Assisted migration – human intervention will be required to ensure productive and 
adapted Douglas-fir forests in the face of climate change.  Go to 
https://seedlotselectiontool.org/sst/ to match seed-lot with planting sites and climate.  
Choices: plant native seedling stock within current seed zone,  plant genetically 
improved seedlings, use a mix of seed origins-local and further south or lower elevation 

• Using the renewable energy from trees for energy 
• Carbon sequestration 
• Oregon Season tracker – using citizen science to gather local information (see page 4) 
• Forest and Climate change blog http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/orforestscc/		

Emphasizing the local aspect, Glenn urged us as forest owners to pay attention to what we have noticed 
over time and manage our forests to reduce stress. 

  Forest Forum 
      Washington County 

Small 
         Woodlands 

Association 

    Glenn Ahrens, Extension Forester 
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WCSWA Leadership 
President – Bonnie Shumaker, 503-324-7825,bshumaker@coho.net       
Vice-President – Vic Herinckx, vic.herinckx@gmail.com  
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825  

bshumaker@coho.net   
Board of Directors: 

Pos. #1: Deb Kapfer, 503-628-6349    kapferd@upwardaccess.com  
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223 samsncee@gmail.com  
Pos. #3: Susan Schmidlin, 503-429-7861, mrs.susan.schmidlin@gmail.com  
Pos. #4: Tony Spiering, 503-680-8051, aespiering@gmail.com  
Pos. #5: Doug Eddy, 503-628-1468 
douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com   
Pos. #6: Karen Graham, 503-647-0310, kgraham@duckswild.com 

Legislative Committee Chair:                                      
    Scott Hayes, scotthayes8888@gmail.com 
Membership Committee:  WCSWA Board members 
Program Committee: Bill Triest – 503-705-5833, whtriest@gmail.com 
; John and Cathy Dummer – 503-970-8789, cannbuckley@hotmail.com;  Mike Messier, 503-233-2131, 
mike@troutmountain.com  
Tualatin River Watershed Council Representatives: Tom Nygren, primary, 503-628-5472, 
tnygren@juno.com ; Eric Chambers, alternate, 503-647-2458, eric870@hotmail.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Event Calendar 

 
November 
 
November 
 
 
December 

 
18 
 
2017-Sept, 
2018 

 
WCSWA Annual Banquet 
 
The Future of Tall 
 
 
No Meeting Scheduled 

 
5:30 pm, Meriwether Golf Course.  
 
World Forestry Discovery Center,  Special Exhibits 
Gallery 

 
 
Merry Christmas and  
Happy Holidays 

WCSWA Website 
www.wcswa.com 
Website Manager: Michael Morgan 
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for web 
postings and information.  
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmall
WoodlandsAssociation  
WoodlandsAssociation     
 
 
Forest Forum Newsletter 
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie Shumaker 
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825 
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or bshumaker@coho.net  
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan Hundley, Tom 
Nygren, Ardis Schroeder  
 

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post 
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472. Got 
a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for tools, equipment, property, or 
materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another way for tree farmers to help each other!  (3 
month limit) 
 
Wanted:    
1) Timber Helper near Gales Creek. Possible quarters. Call 503-357-4258 
 
 2) WCSWA needs you!  Please consider the following: 

a)Join the Program Committee and help generate ideas or simply do the grunt work to set up our  
    monthly programs and tours. 
b) Facebook users: Help WCSWA keep our Facebook page up-to-date. 
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 Event Calendar 
 

Leadership Notes 
 

Scholarship Benefit Raffle 
 

Education on forestry related issues is front and center in WCSWA’s stated objectives in our By-
Laws.  Oregon State University School of Forestry is one of the premier Forestry Schools in the nation, 
and we support their education endeavors with the “Washington County Small Woodlands Association 
Scholarship Endowment Fund” which was created last December.  With set-aside from the Plant Sale 
profits dedicated for scholarships and accumulated Seedling Sale Profits, we were able to establish a 
$25,000 Endowment for the College of Forestry to offer a scholarship to a student from Oregon with a 
preference for a Washington County resident majoring in Forest Engineering or Management.  The 
Endowment generates over $1,000 in interest yearly.  WCSWA intends to award a $2,000 scholarship 
each year by adding to what the Endowment generates with a goal to also increase the Endowment to 
$50,000.  Our Native Plant Sale will continue to dedicate all profit to the Endowment. One-half the 
seedling sale profit will also be added. 
 
We are offering a Scholarship Benefit Raffle at our Annual Banquet on November 18th.  There 
will be a selection of exciting items that you can enter to win by buying tickets.  Tickets will be $5 each, 
three for $10, seven for $20, or 10 for $30.  So come, have fun, and support the 
next generation of OSU College of Forestry graduates! 
 
Austin Finster was this year’s scholarship recipient.  He is a sophomore working 
toward a degree in forestry with a focus on Operations.  He is from Washington 
County and a graduate of Liberty High School.  Many of us got to meet this fine 
young man at the Tree Farmer of the Year picnic at Steve and Lynn Harrel’s tree 
farm this July.   
 
 
News around our place probably will have you all nodding and saying, “yup, me too.”  We 
burned the slash piles left in the landings from our thinning as well as the established backyard “burn 

pile” we add to all year.  I had Bob wait until the garden was put to bed for 
winter so all that refuse would be included.   
 
The weather has been so gorgeous, but there was enough rain in early 
October to reduce the fire danger and ODF ended the fire season allowing 
us to burn.  In all our years, we have never had such an easy time getting 
the piles to burn.  The ease of burning also had the humbling effect of the 
power of fire.  Our piles were in large landings and although a bit scary, 
they stayed safe.  We have some small piles without as much safe space 
that we will hold until we get another two inches or so of rain.  
The extended gift of this Indian Summer also gave us time to attack some 
determined Scotch broom, Himalayan blackberries and poison oak.   
 

The plant in the picture above caught my eye.  I’ve heard it said that “Nature abhors a vacuum.”  This 
Beauty Berry plant is trying to prove that is the case even on the top of a support post for a retaining 
wall along the driveway. 

Bonnie Shumaker    

Austin Finster 
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Advertising Opportunity: The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members and 
friends of WCSWA. Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads. ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE 
INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP) 
YES!	I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum.  Ad size: ___________________________ 
Enclosed is a check or money order for:  1 issue ___   4 issues ___  12 issues ___ 
Company_____________________________________________ 
Contact_______________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip___________________________________________ 
Phone________________________________________________ 
Fax__________________________________________________ 
 
Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to: 
Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR  97117 
 Thank you for supporting Washington County Small             
Woodlands Association! 

                   

  
   

                                                                              
 

 
  

 
 

1 
issue 

4 
issues 

12 
issues 

1/12 
page 

$15 $30 $75 

1/6 page   25   50 125 
¼ page   35   70 175 
1/3 page   45   90 225 
½ page   65  130 325 
2/3 page   86  170 425 
Full 
page 

125  250 625 
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Oregon Season Tracker Program!  
http://oregonseasontracker.forestry.oregonstate.edu/  
 
Check out the Oregon Season Tracker.  You can become 
a “citizen scientist.” 
 
Oregon Season Tracker (OST) is a project of Oregon State 
University that aims to link natural resource managers, 
educators, researchers and others in the community to the 
science they use through collaborative “citizen science.”  As a 
citizen scientist volunteer you will gather scientific data on 
precipitation and seasonal plant changes (phenology) at your 
home, woodland, farm, ranch or school to share with other 
observers and research partners statewide.   

Oregon Season Tracker is a joint project of the OSU 
Extension program and the HJ Andrews Experimental Forest 
Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) Program, and you as 
a citizen scientist. As a citizen science volunteer you join a 
broad network of OSU Extension volunteers working on this 
and many other projects throughout the state. The data 
collected by Oregon Season Tracker volunteers will help 
scientists at Andrews Forest and elsewhere fill gaps and 
expand the scale and inference of their research.    

We hope that together the OST partnership can improve 
understanding of weather patterns and how plants and other 
living things in our ecosystem respond and adapt to regional 
variations in climate conditions by gathering data across 
diverse Oregon landscapes. 

 
 

a 

n 

 

 

John Ragsdale Logging LLC 

 
 

Specializing in mechanical cutting 
and hand falling 

John Ragsdale    503-858-8618 
Jragsdale70@aol.com 
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The Future of Tall 

World Forestry Center Discovery Museum 
Opens New Exhibit 

September 2017-September 2018 
4033 SW Canyon Rd. Portland 

 
 
About the Mass Timber Phenomenon 
 (Portland, OR) – With high-rise mass timber 
buildings springing up all over Portland, the 
United States, and the world, it only makes sense 
for the World Forestry Center to bring to light the 
amazing story of the mass timber phenomenon in 
its exhibit, The Future of Tall. 

On view through summer 2018, The Future of 
Tall tells of the strength, versatility, fabrication, 
and installation processes of mass timber 
products that are being used today to build multi-
story buildings that are cost-competitive, carbon-
efficient, sustainable, and reliable. 

On display in the museum’s first floor Special 
Exhibits Gallery, visitors will be introduced to 
mass timber through stunning visual display 
panels, videos, and hands-on pieces. The exhibit 
also features a spectacular 13-foot mass timber 
bench originally displayed in the Portland Art 
Museum’s John Yeon exhibit. 

The term “mass timber” refers to a style of solid 
wood framing that incorporates engineered wood 
products that are often panelized as both vertical 
and horizontal members. The term is derived 
from the fact that the products used in mass 
timber construction are often quite massive. 

Mass timber products, including cross-laminated 
timber (CLT), nail laminated timber (NLT), dowel-
laminated timber (DLT), glue-laminated beams, 
columns and panels (glulam), and mass plywood 
panel (MPP), are manufactured by assembling 
smaller pieces of lumber or veneer into much 
larger pieces using nails, dowels, or adhesives. 
The engineered nature of these products 
provides them the strength, and earthquake and 
fire resistance needed in very large structures. 

The Future of Tall is made possible by a grant 
from the Oregon Forest Resources Institute and 
support from LEVER Architecture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Nature’s peace will flow into you as 
sunshine flows into trees.  The winds 
will blow their own freshness into you, 
and the storms their energy, while cares 
will drop off like autumn leaves.” 

John Muir 
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APPROACHING 50TH ANNIVERSARY, NEW BOOK RECALLS 
CREATION OF NORTH CASCADES NATIONAL PARK – 

“Crown Jewel Wilderness” is paperback, 6" x 9", 326 pages, and is available through most 
book outlets 

PULLMAN, Wash.— The North Cascades National Park celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2018, 
and a new book from Washington State University Press, Crown Jewel Wilderness: Creating North 
Cascades National Park, offers the first comprehensive account of its creation—a narrative that 
involves more than a decade of grassroots activism and political maneuvering. Widely considered 
the first wilderness national park in the United States, its most scenic and undisturbed areas were 
preserved without roads or other accommodations, adding to its crown jewel image. The story 
includes the unprecedented turn of events that left the National Park Service and United States 
Forest Service—agencies that often had adversarial viewpoints and objectives—working side by 
side. 

	

 

 
 

North Plains & Longview 
WANTED:  Land & Timber, standing timber and pulp logs 

 
       Rob Vance – (360) 355-2817  Paul Hadaller – (360) 431-9661 
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“Into	the	Woods”	

Reported	by	Susan	Schmidlin	

Recently, the World Forestry Center, located near the 
Oregon Zoo, was the site for a seminar titled “Into the 
Woods.” 

The class delved into the native tree species that make 
up our forest.  We discussed optimum growing 
conditions for each variety, what products can be 
made out of them and the possible benefits of adding 
more diversity to woodland lots. 

Peter Hayes led the group to explore 12 native 
species; Douglas-fir, Grand Fir, Western Red Cedar, 
Western Hemlock, Pacific Yew, Ponderosa Pine, 
Oregon White Oak, Big-leaf Maple, Oregon Ash, Red 
Alder, Black Cottonwood and Bitter Cherry. 

First up was learning how much the class knew about 
these species. Each table had a puzzle to connect the 
name with the foliage and with the wood that comes 
from that specific tree. 

Those that work with many species of wood on a 
regular basis were able to distinguish the particular 
nuances of each type of wood to its foliage. Many in 
the group had not experienced all the varieties and 
matching up was not as easy as it first appeared. 

The various lumber traits for each species were 
discussed along with the working characteristics along 
with density, strength and rot resistance. Oregon White 
Oak good for steam bending as in furniture making, 
Western Red Cedar for hope chests and siding, the 
Pacific Yew for medical breakthroughs and uniquely 
pliable wood and on through the rest of the species. 

Using an aerial map led to discussions on the areas of a plot where each species would thrive, what 
varieties were good to plant in poor soil to help the growth of nutritive fungi for future trees and those 
that do well interspersed through established forests. Soil conditions, moisture tolerance, drought 
tolerance and shade tolerance are all unique factors that can help or hinder the plot. 

Having the best mix of trees growing in a particular forest really is only the beginning of the process. 
When the trees are large enough to harvest the possibilities multiply. Leaving older stands of forest for 
carbon storage, thinning stands, harvesting individual species and harvesting tracts could be 
considered. But before this stage, the landowner has to know about the markets for each species, and 
learning more about what can be made from each variety may be the difference between positive and 
negative cash flow for the operation. 

 

Peter Hayes explores native trees species 

Matching foliage and wood with specific tree 
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Plywood on Steroids Holds Great Potential 
for Oregon Economy, Environment 

Sustainable Life, Pamplin Media Group, Steve Law Thursday, October 26, 2017  
Oregon BEST study finds the state could gain thousands of jobs by nurturing the cross-laminated timber industry.  

 

Oregon and Southwest Washington are well-positioned to become a manufacturing hub for cross-
laminated timber — an innovative building product sometimes called "plywood on steroids" — 
according to a new study prepared by Oregon BEST.  Oregon BEST is a state-supported nonprofit 
that works closely with academia to nurture the state's clean-tech industry.  

The 110-page analysis found Oregon has the potential to create 2,000 to 6,100 direct jobs making 
cross-laminated timber and related mass timber products, which use adhesives and layered wood to 
create massive panels used as walls, floors and roofs, or beams. Mid-rise office and residential 
buildings are now being made with CLT, providing a dramatically lower carbon footprint than buildings 
using concrete and steel. Some high-rise projects using CLT are in the works.  

Studies show CLT also cuts costs, mostly because construction takes less time. That cost advantage is 
projected to grow. "The cost of wood as a building material and as the raw material for CLT is expected 
to stay stable in the near future, while concrete and steel prices are forecast to rise with their relative 
energy prices and carbon costs," the report states.  

CLT was developed in Europe, and European and Canadian companies got into the field before their 
U.S. counterparts. But D.R. Johnson became the first U.S. company certified to manufacture CLT in 
2015, and is making it at its Southern Oregon plant in Riddle.  

Two more companies could open production lines here within the next two years, the report states. 
Those are Columbia Vista Corp., based in Vancouver, Washington; and Drain, Oregon-based American 
Laminators, which makes glulam, another engineered wood product. American Laminators has an idle 
plant in Swiss Home, Oregon that could be adapted to make CLT. In addition, Frères Lumber Co. Inc. 
plans to make an alternative to CLT, which it calls Mass Plywood Panel, at its Lyons plant in the 
Santiam River Valley.  

Oregon's advantages in CLT niche include rich and diverse timber lands, a community of progressive 
architects and engineers who favor innovative products, proximity to the large California market, and 
easy links to Pacific Rim countries for exports.  

The report characterizes D.R. Johnson and other pioneers here as early adopters, saying the field 
needs to mature and quickly.  "If Oregon and SW Washington, a region with forest products in its 
collective DNA, do not continue to act with agility and haste to position communities and companies 
here on the path towards global (if not dominant) position in that industry/market, a substantial 
opportunity to restore and elevate the Region's wood products manufacturing heritage will be missed."  

The report suggests several ways to boost the industry here, including grants or subsidies for 
equipment, financing for new plants, modernizing building codes so it's easier to build taller buildings 
with CLT, and streamlining permitting.  

The full study, entitled Advanced Wood Product Manufacturing Study for Cross-Laminated Timber 
Acceleration in Oregon and SW Washington is available at bit.ly/2fhpFTd  

Reach Steve Law at 971-204-7866, stevelaw@portlandtribune.com, or twitter.com/SteveLawTrib  



November, 2017                                                       11 
                                

Southern Oregon Megafire May Help Suppress Devastating Tree Disease 
by Jes Burns OPB/EarthFix | Oct. 17, 2017 Brookings, Oregon  

Fire crews spray off a fire engine used on the Chetco Bar fire. They’re trying to prevent the spread of 
the plant disease, Sudden Oak Death, to other states.  Jesse Dubuque, a resource advisor for the 
Chetco Bar Fire, directs the driver of a fire truck to a large shallow pool, about 6-inches deep with metal 
tracks leading in and out. 

“Vehicles that have been up on the fire or going up to the fire, they come and they drive up on to it,” 
she says.  It’s called a weed wash. “There’s a pressurized water system that sprays all the 
contaminants (and) dirt,” Dubuque says. 

This is the front line in preventing the spread of sudden oak death, a plant disease that is killing trees 
by the thousands along Oregon’s south coast.  Tanoaks are the primary species affected, although 
there are dozens of the plants and shrubs that can be carriers. 

Sudden oak death has had ecological as well as economic consequences for the timber and plant 
nursery industries. The U.S. Department of Agriculture has quarantined part of Oregon’s south coast to 
keep the disease contained. 

The Chetco Bar Fire in southwest Oregon was by far the largest wildfire in the state this year. It’s 
burned just over 190,000 acres, but is now mostly contained. At its height, though, it was the nation’s 
number one fire priority, spreading to within five miles of the coastal town of Brookings – and right down 
into the quarantine area. 

Lead fire resource advisor Linn Gassaway says this wildfire posed a huge challenge to keeping sudden 
oak death from escaping beyond Oregon and other states where it’s already become a problem.  “We 
have firefighters from Iowa and California and Washington, Montana – all over the place. We don’t want 
that to be moved to those locations,” she said. Before fire crews can demobilize, they must show proof 
their vehicles have gone through the weed wash. 

But there’s another side to this story. 

Scientists are looking at the possibility that the wildfire itself could actually help control the disease 
within Oregon. That’s because the only real tool they’ve had to slow the spread of sudden oak death in 
the past is fire.  “If you have tanoak affected in an infected area, you try to remove the tanoak by cutting 
and piling and burning,” said Steve Boyer, with the U.S. Forest Service in Gold Beach, Oregon. Burning 
knocks back the spores and gets rid of host material. 

Boyer said there were slash piles of infected tanoak still waiting to be burned up in the forest, right in 
the path of the Chetco Bar Fire.  Based on fire maps, more than 20 sudden oak death sites burned in 
the wildfire — most along the Chetco River.  That’s less than one-fifth of the known disease locations, 
but it’s still something, said U.S. Forest Service plant pathologist Ellen Michaels Goheen.   

“I think it could be a reprieve from rapid spread.  But we’ll just have to see just how much of the tanoak 
there still is.  How hot it burned through,” she said.  This is especially promising because conditions this 
year were perfect for the moisture-loving disease. 

“it was a really wet winter,” Boyer said. “We were going to start seeing a lot of positive trees 
popping up.”  Forest managers will begin to learn answers to these questions later this fall, once the 
Chetco Bar Fire has finally fizzled out.  
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19022 SW Finnigan Hill Road 
Hillsboro, OR  97123 
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Potpourri 
New Members:  Welcome to new members Barrett Brown North Plains, Billy and Tracy Allen of Manning, Sharyn 
Simantel of Hillsboro and Kerry Nussbaumer of Hillsboro.  We are here to help members achieve their management 
goals. To get the most out of your membership, come to the meetings and tours that are scheduled throughout the year. 
(You’re always invited to the WCSWA meetings!). You’ll find many kindred spirits among our diverse membership – and 
many opportunities to learn and share together! If you have any questions or need help, contact any of the Directors, 
Officers, or Newsletter Editors listed on page 2 of this newsletter.  

The Wood Wide Web or The Internet of Trees (Thanks to Hazel Wottlin for this reference).  A new study 
shows that even trees of different species can exchange large amounts of carbon via the fungal internet that connects their 
roots.  The Atlantic, Ed Yong, April 14, 2016, plus other interesting articles if you “Google” either title. 
 
OSU Extension has published 3 pamphlets to help family forest owners find or hire professionals including: 

•        Finding	the	right	accountant/preparer	https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9169		
•        Choosing	the	right	logging	contractor				https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9170		
•        Choosing	the	right	chemical	applicator	https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9171	 

Helpful Links: 
• 	http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics  to read Amy Grotta’s “Tree Topics” blog 
•  www.oregonwoodlandcooperative.com   to learn about the Oregon Woodland Cooperative  
• https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation 
• For E-Notification: :		https://ferns.odf.state.or.us/E-Notification	or	visit	ODF	Office 
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