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Native Plant Sale A Big Success…. Again!
The annual Washington County Small Woodlands Native
Plant Sale was again a great success story – one that
pays off both for small woodland owners and others who
purchase quality native plants for their property, but also
for the Oregon State University students who will receive
a hefty scholarship!
For the first time, the Plant Sale was held indoors, in the
recently refurbished National Guard Armory at the Fairgrounds. Contrary to past years when the Sale was held
outdoors – often in driving rain and wind – this year the
sale occurred inside while the sun shone outside!

Lynn Harrel, WCSWA Volunteer,
explains the native plant
characteristics of a species to an
interested buyer

This year’s plant sales brought in $10,500, which was the second highest of the sixteen years that
WCSWA has held the sale. The net profit is $3,800, all of which will be added to the Washington
County Small Woodlands Scholarship Endowment Fund at Oregon State University. 40 WCSWA
volunteers worked to make the sale a success.
<<<<< Potential buyers look over
well-organized tables of native
plants
>>>>>>>
Karen Graham, WCSWA plant
sale organizer, checks the plant
displays

Next WCSWA Meeting – April 24th, North Plains Fire Station
What’s Been Happening on Chehalem Ridge Nature Park?
WCSWA has been closely following the transformation of 1200 acres of former Stimson industrial forest
land to a Nature Park. Members have toured the site on Chehalem Ridge before on-the-ground
activities by Metro began, and again after the first thinning to convert the Douglas-fir plantation to a
more diverse forest representative of a natural forest. Kate Holleran, Senior Scientist for Metro, has
graciously led us on these tours. Now, a few years later, Kate will bring us up to date on the continuing
activities at the Nature Park – including additional thinning, access plans, and interesting discoveries
they’ve made as they look closely at the ecological features of the site.
April, 2018
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WCSWA Leadership
President – Bonnie Shumaker, 503-324-7825,bshumaker@coho.net
Vice-President – Vic Herinckx, vic.herinckx@gmail.com
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825
bshumaker@coho.net
Board of Directors:
Pos. #1: Deb Kapfer, 503-628-6349, kapferd@upwardaccess.com
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223, samsncee@gmail.com
Pos. #3: Susan Schmidlin, 503-429-7861, mrs.susan.schmidlin@gmail.com
Pos. #4: Tony Spiering, 503-680-8051, aespiering@gmail.com
Pos. #5: Cathy Dummer, 503-703-6573, cannbuckley@hotmail.com
Pos. #6: Kent Grewe 503-701-2087, kmg@nwneuroassociates.net

WCSWA Website
www.wcswa.com
Website Manager: Michael Morgan
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for web
postings and information.
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmall
WoodlandsAssociation
WoodlandsAssociation
Forest Forum Newsletter
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie
Shumaker
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or
bshumaker@coho.net
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder

Legislative Committee Chair:
Scott Hayes, scotthayes8888@gmail.com
Membership Committee: WCSWA Board members
Program Committee: Bill Triest – 503-705-5833, whtriest@gmail.com; John
and Cathy Dummer – 503-970-8789, cannbuckley@hotmail.com; Mike Messier, 503-233-2131,
mike@troutmountain.com
Tualatin River Watershed Council Representatives: Tom Nygren, primary, 503-628-5472,
tnygren@juno.com ; Eric Chambers, alternate, 503-647-2458, eric870@hotmail.com

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472. Got
a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for tools, equipment, property, or
materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another way for tree farmers to help each other! (3
month limit)

For Sale:
Chains for chain saws: 325 pitch, .050 gauge, 78 drivers/links, fit 20” bar. One brand-new, $20 (sells
for $20), 3 almost new (been sharpened 1-2 times), $15 each. 3 well-used, free with purchase. Richard
Hanschu, 503-539-5988
Wanted:
Timber Helper near Gales Creek. Possible quarters. Call 503-357-4258
Free!
Free Wooden Crates: Dimensions are ~6ft tall with a ~3ftx3ft base. A side panel is pinned secured to the
crate using 4 reusable clips. Marc Ahrendt, [marc@28robots.com] 503-928-2083

Event Calendar
April

24

Chehalem Ridge Nature Park Update

7 pm, North Plains Fire Hall

25

Tualatin Weed Watcher Workshop,
TSWCD, 7175 NE Evergreen Pkwy #400
Oregon Woodland Cooperative Annual
Meeting, Kinton Grang

6-8 p.m. More info at www.swcd.net

WCSWA Potluck
Summer Field Tour: Horse Logging
Annual OSWA Meeting
Tree Farmer of the Year Tour and Picnic
SAVE THE DATE!

Ray and Kathy Brock’s place, west
of Banks – directions TBA
TBA
Eugene, details coming soon
Rich and Connie Gaebel’s Tree
Farm, Mountaindale

28

May
June
July

22
23
28
21
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9-2 p.m. Program: Mark Havel, Ken
Nygren

2

Leadership Notes
Woodland Experiment
I know I’m not the only one that tries new things in the woods and attempts to keep track of results. We
don’t have the luxury that farmers do of trying a new wheat seed and seeing the result in one year. Our
experiments take longer, so keeping track of an experiment means paying attention long term.
Following is my attempt to keep records of an experiment to restore understory in ten acres that used to
be pasture and clover fields.
Twenty-two years ago, we converted these fields to forest. I’ve been watching for mother nature to
bring in understory from surrounding forest, and some sword fern have appeared along the edges, but
that’s all. Two years
ago, we thinned
these two stands so
the sunlight reaches
the forest floor. Now,
understory can
develop, but I’ve
waited too long
already, so I’m trying
to hasten the
development
with my experiment.

Last fall, I noted
Flagged Red Flowering Currant
areas
where weeds were not
Flagged Oregon Grape and tree near
wildflower seeds
growing, put a ribbon on a nearby tree and a flag on the side
where there weren’t weeds. I scattered wildflower seed in this area. It’s too early to see results yet, but
I’m watching. The other experiment is some native plants made available through the Tualatin River
Watershed Council to stock upland areas of the watershed with native plants. Bob and I planted 63 of
these between row 2 and 3 from a forest road and between every 3rd and 4th tree. We stuck a flag at
each planting. This summer, we’ll watch and see how they develop. If it’s another hot, dry summer, we
can water them a time or two. That’s as scientific as I’m going to get, but I’ll be able to see what
percentage survival we get and see if any volunteers come in, too.
In WCSWA News: OSWA, our state organization, held a Board Meeting March 23. Thank you, Tony
Spiering, for representing our chapter. Here are some highlights of the meeting.





Membership-1831 total members
Legislative report-Roger Beyer: There are Representatives running for office with limited
experience. This is an opportunity for us to provide insight so they can be informed on issues
that affect our organization. OSWA members are urged to attend Open Houses and other
communication opportunities so candidates learn about the relevant issues and be available to
listen to our needs when they get elected.
Item of Note: Ireland Tour next year. Mike Barnes will be touring some Irish woodlands and
points of interest—sounds pretty interesting and fun.

Bonnie Shumaker

April, 2018
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Advertising Opportunity: The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members and
friends of WCSWA. Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads. ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE
INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP)

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum. Ad size: ___________________________
Enclosed is a check or money order for: 1 issue ___ 4 issues ___ 12 issues ___
Company_____________________________________________
Contact_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City/State/Zip___________________________________________
1/12
Phone________________________________________________
page
Fax__________________________________________________
1/6 page
¼ page
Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to:
1/3 page
½ page
Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR 97117
2/3 page
Thank you for supporting Washington County Small
Full
Woodlands Association!
page
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Logging Increase Boosts Employment
According to the Oregon Employment Department, the
wood products industry is experiencing a slight rebound, as
companies in central Oregon are expected to hire nearly
3,000 workers over the next six years.
Wood product manufacturing is still one of the biggest
industries in Oregon when it comes to jobs and revenue.
The entire industry represents $1.1 billion in total payroll for
the state.
The Department says the industry is rebounding partly
because of new housing and a focus on harvesting smaller
diameter logs.
Oregon Governor Kate Brown highlights that Oregon's
forest sector contributes more than $12 billion annually to
the state's economy and employs more than 60,000
Oregonians. Over 8,300 workers manufacture plywood and
engineered wood products in Oregon, the state’s third
biggest industry.
Many big industry players have a large presence in Oregon
- including Freres Lumber, Roseburg Forest, Stimson,
Weyerhaeuser, Georgia-Pacific, D.R. Johnson, Hampton,
and Boise Cascade.

n

John Ragsdale Logging LLC

Specializing in mechanical cutting
and hand falling
John Ragsdale 503-858-8618
Jragsdale70@aol.com
April, 2018
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"It is not so much for its beauty that the forest makes a claim
upon men's hearts, as for that subtle something, that quality of
air, that emanation from old trees, that so wonderfully
changes and renews a weary spirit. " ~Robert Louis
Stevenson

April, 2018
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NW Log Markets Causing
Challenges for Regional Mills
A challenging scenario is unfolding in the Pacific
Northwest (PNW) log market, which is being impacted by
a convergence of national and global market dynamics.
PNW log prices continue to soar. Douglas-fir domestic
prices in October 2017 crested the $770/MBF mark after
consistently remaining above the $700 level since early
2Q2017. However, December brought even higher levels:
the weighted average price for delivered domestic
Douglas fir-logs was $833/MBF, and the weighted
average price for export logs was $858/MBF. Some spot
prices are now approaching $900/MBF, leaving regional
mill facilities wondering how high prices can go before
they’re forced to make operational changes.






Based on these extremely high prices, harvest
levels on private timberland that support the
regional industry are near maximum sustainable
levels.
While high prices are a boon for landowners, a
number of regional mill facilities are dealing with
dual challenges: 1) Margins for sawmills are
shrinking as log prices continue to soar at a
faster rate than lumber, and some mills are
considering curtailments if this trend continues;
2) Shortages of qualified labor are a concern
both in the woods (on the harvesting and
trucking side) and in mill facilities.
Pulp mills in the region—particularly those that
rely heavily on primary chips—are struggling to
manage a proper mix of supply and associated
costs. Due to high prices, sawmills are now
aggressively purchasing smaller-diameter logs,
which is creating a spike in demand and
additional resource competition for pulp mills. In
a less intense sawlog market, smaller logs
typically go to chip mills for conversion to
primary chips. However, chip mills are now
having a difficult time competing with sawmills
for these logs.

The current situation in the PNW illustrates the fragile
relationship between supply, demand and price. High log
prices are great for the region, but only if the market will
bear the same high costs through the entire supply chain
and to market. When raw material costs become so
expensive that manufacturers can no longer remain
profitable, the market will be forced to adapt. >>>>>>>>
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With the confluence of events currently affecting the PNW,
2018 is shaping up to be a year in which we will likely see
adaptations.
Joel Swanton, Forests2Market, February 15, 2018
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Forest Health in Oregon: State of the State 2018
What does a healthy forest look like? This was the central question of the Forest Health Conference
at Oregon State University held on February 28 - March 1. The agenda covered insects, diseases,
fire, drought, invasive species, climate change, and other topics. The speakers came from various
backgrounds, representing the many forest ecosystems and ownership types we have across the state.
Some interesting topics included how pollinators interact with the forest, the ecology of coarse woody
debris in temperate ecosystems, destructive insect outbreak vulnerability, wildfire, and the impact of
drought and climate on Oregon forests.
A common theme was how preventative management is crucial to healthy forest ecosystems. This
means that management needs to be intense enough to create resilient and resistance ecosystems in
the face of changing climate and more intense precipitation and drought events. These things are
leading to increased susceptibility to detrimental insect and pathogen outbreaks as well as more and
higher intensity wildfires. The removal of over-mature trees, heavy thinning in dense stands, patch cuts
to create fuel breaks, salvage (and subsequent planting) to return considerable amounts of carbon
sequestration potential to the land and many other techniques can be implemented on the landscape
depending on the imminent threats. It was also stated that spending money upfront on management
saves money on the backend, especially in fire-prone landscapes.
Overall, the final remark suggested creating healthy forests through preventive management with a
resilience and resistant objective instead of always focusing on restoration. The fact is that historic
landscapes may not do very well in near future conditions. Now is the time to act! Waiting to act for
tragedies to happen on the landscape will not suffice any longer. Amanda Astor American Forest
Resource Council

How trees coexist: Understanding biodiversity
One of the most fascinating topics in ecology is the exploration of interactions between plants, specifically in long-lived
organisms, such as trees. In this context, it is generally assumed that tree-tree interactions are dominated by competition for
resources such as light, water or nutrients. For a decade, researchers explored how tree species diversity affects the
coexistence of trees and their growth performance in the largest biodiversity experiment with trees worldwide, the so-called
'BEF-China' experiment. One of the main interests of the BEF-China team is to explore the relationship between tree diversity
and multiple ecosystem functions, specifically those benefitting society, such as wood production or the mitigation of soil
erosion. For this purpose, an experimental site of 50 hectares in subtropical China was planted with more than 400,000 trees
and shrubs. Trees have achieved a height of 10 to 15 m and their crowns have formed a dense canopy by that time.
The findings now shed new light on tree-tree interactions: The local environment of a tree strongly determines its productivity,
meaning that tree individuals growing in a species-rich neighborhood produce more wood than those surrounded by neighbors
of the same species. "Particularly impressive is the finding that the interrelations of a tree with its immediate neighbors induce
higher productivity of the entire tree community (i.e. the forest stand), and that such local neighborhood interactions explain
more than 50% of the total forest stand productivity," says forest ecologist Dr. Andreas Fichtner. The importance of local
neighborhood interactions in regulating forest stand productivity increases as forest stands were richer in tree species. These
findings show that the coexistence of neighboring trees and their small-scale interactions are substantial in explaining the
productivity of species-rich mixed forests. The scientists found that competition is less prevalent in species-rich neighborhoods
and that species-rich neighborhoods can even lead to facilitation by e.g. an improvement of the microclimatic conditions or by
positive interactions with soil fungi.
The study emphasizes the importance of long-term measures preserving global biodiversity. This in turn will benefit the multifunctionality of forest ecosystems and their associated ecosystem services benefitting the society. "This shows that
biodiversity conservation is not exclusively an ecological or ethical issue, but rather a necessity ensuring socio-economic
welfare," says Dr. Andreas Fichtner.

April, 2018
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Oregon’s Forests – A Lifetime for People and Trees
Trees are long-lived species, Many even more so than people. However, the life span of many trees is
similar to humans. Just as humans’ natural lifetime is often cut short by disease or accidental death,
trees may not reach their biological lifetime due to disease, insects, fire – or harvest.
Glenn Christensen, Inventory Analyst for the Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) unit of the Pacific
Northwest Research Station, the research arm of the U.S. Forest Service, put the life of trees in an
interesting perspective at the March meeting of WCSWA. Glenn described the beginning of the Nation’s
Forest Census, as it was referred to, with the authorization by Congress in 1928. Fears of national
deforestation and concern about future timber famine drove this authorization for the Forest Service to
inventory the nation’s forests on a continuing basis. Glenn then provided another interesting aspect of
this national Forest Census – it began in Washington County, Oregon! More on that later in this article.
The initial focus was primarily on marketable timber. Over the past 90 years, the Forest Inventory and
Analysis has grown to include all forest vegetation on both private and public forestland. The inventory
began with a 10 year interval, but has also been intensified to include various measurements during
intervening years (1/10th of all plots are re-measured every year). It is a consistent inventory across the
country on all forest lands. Confidentiality is maintained on private lands by releasing only summarized
data.
The design of the inventory is based on actual, on-the-ground measurements in randomly patterned
plots, where each plot represents 6,000 acres. The sampling is conducted in phases: a remote sensing
stratification of various features of the forest; identification of macro-plots to gather basic site and
location data; delineating sub-plots within each macro-plot to identify correlations between site features;
and marking and measuring tree data on micro-plots.
Washington County
The first on-the-ground inventory in this new “Forest Census” was begun in Washington County,
Oregon in 1930. Before the inventory was completed, the first Tillamook fire occurred, which required
inventory crews to go back and re-do some of the inventory.
Several more Tillamook burns followed shortly after, requiring
More adjustments in subsequent years.
Glenn offered some interesting comparisons between the first
Inventory and the latest in 2016:
 Douglas-fir volume in the county increased by 11%
 Douglas-fir acres increased by 46%
 Private forestland decreased by 31%
 Public forestland increased by 680%
 Total timber volume decreased by 267% (from 4 billion
board feet to 1.5 billion board feet)
 DF trees over 40” dbh decreased by 568% (from 1.3
bbf to 229 mmbf)
 All other conifer species increased in volume by 106%
 Hardwood species volume increased by 149%

Bonnie Shumaker, WCSWA President,
and Glenn Christensen holding a copy of
the 2016 report, “Oregon’s Forest
Resources 2001-2010: Ten Year Forest
Inventory and Analysis Report”

Copies of the 2016 FIA report, General Technical Report
PNW-GTR-958 are available from the PNW Research Station
in Portland (503-808-2138), e-mail at pnw-pnwpubs@fs.fed.us. It is also available online at
www.treesearch@fs.fed.us
April, 2018
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Hidden 'Rock Moisture' - Key to Forest Drought Response?
A little-studied, underground layer of rock may provide a vital reservoir for trees, especially in times of
drought, report scientists funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and affiliated with The
University of Texas (UT) at Austin and the University of California, Berkeley.
The study, published in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS), looked
at the water stored inside the layer of weathered bedrock that lies under soils in mountain forest
ecosystems. This transitional zone beneath soils and above groundwater is often overlooked when it
comes to studying hydrologic processes, but researchers found that the water contained in the
fractures and pores of the rock could play an important role in the water cycle at local and global levels.
"There are significant hydrologic dynamics in weathered bedrock environments, but traditionally they
are not investigated because they are hard to access," said lead PNAS author Daniella Rempe, a
geoscientist at UT Austin. "Our study was designed to investigate this region." Researchers found that
water in bedrock can sustain trees through droughts even after the soil has become parched.
At a field site in Northern California's Mendocino County, scientists found that up to 27 percent of
annual rainfall was stored as "rock moisture," the water clinging to cracks and pores in the bedrock.
The impact of rock moisture varies, the researchers said, depending on region and topography. But it
likely explains why trees in the study area showed little effect from the severe 2010-2015 drought,
which killed more than 100 million trees throughout California.
"How trees can survive extended periods of severe drought has been a mystery," said Richard
Yuretich, director of NSF's Critical Zone Observatory (CZO) program. "This study reveals a significant
reservoir of trapped water that had gone unnoticed in the past," says Yuretich. "Research of this kind
can help greatly in managing natural resources during times of environmental stress."
To conduct the study, scientists monitored rock moisture from 2013 to 2016 at nine wells drilled into
weathered bedrock along a steep, forested hillside. They used a neutron probe, a precision tool that
measures the amount of water in a sample area by detecting hydrogen.
They found that the weathered rock layer built up a supply of 4 to 21 inches of rock moisture during the
winter wet season, depending on the well. The maximum amount of rock moisture in each well stayed
about the same throughout the study period, which included a significant drought year. The finding
indicates that the total rainfall amount does not influence the rock moisture levels.
"It doesn't matter how much it rains in the winter; rock moisture builds up to the same maximum value,"
Rempe said. "That leads to the same amount of water being available every summer for use by trees."
Researchers also found that the average rock moisture at all wells exceeded the average soil moisture
measurements at all locations. "Soils are important, but when it comes to determining if a place is going
to experience water stress, it could be the underlying rock that matters most," Rempe said. "This is the
first time this has been demonstrated in a multi-year field study."
The potential for rock moisture to travel back to the atmosphere by evaporation from tree leaves or to
trickle down into groundwater indicates that it could affect the environment and climate on a larger
scale.
The study provides a glimpse into rock moisture at a small, intensive research site, according to paper
co-author William Dietrich of the University of California, Berkeley. He said the data collected during the
study should be a starting point for more research. "The future paths are many. Now we have just one
well-studied site."

April, 2018
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Upper McKay Watershed Forest Restoration Project
Do you ……



Own non-industrial private forest land in the Upper McKay watershed?
Want to participate in projects that help reduce sediment loads to stream and/or assess and
reduce invasive species and plant these areas with appropriate native plants?

West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District and Tualatin River Watershed Council are looking
for forest landowners who want to partner with them in projects to reduce sediment into streams, repair
clogged culverts, and increase stream shading as well as improve habitat for native fish and wildlife
species.
The projects may include maintaining woodland roads and trails by diverting water with small water
bars or cross drains, replanting abandoned or unnecessary roads and trails, or resurfacing roads with
gravel or wood chips where appropriate. Other projects may focus on assessment and removal of
invasive species and planting appropriate natives.
West Multnomah SWCD and Tualatin River Watershed Council have received limited grant funding for
this work over the next two years. We are interested in forming partnerships with individual landowners
to tackle these problems. We also may be able to identify other funding to help private landowners
meet their ecological goals. Forest landowners who are near or adjacent to BLM lands are especially
sought, but others may be considered for this or other opportunities.
If you’d like to know more and are interested, please contact Michael Ahr, West Multnomah SWCD
forester, Michael@wmswcd.org 503-238-4775 or April Olbrich, TRWC Coordinator, trwc@trwc.org
503-846-4810.

North Plains & Longview
WANTED: Land & Timber, standing timber and pulp logs
Rob Vance – (360) 355-2817

April, 2018

Paul Hadaller – (360) 431-9661
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Potpourri
New Members: Welcome to new member Arthur Reynolds of North Plains. We are here to help
members achieve their management goals. To get the most out of your membership, come to the
meetings and tours that are scheduled throughout the year. (You’re always invited to the WCSWA
meetings!). You’ll find many kindred spirits among our diverse membership – and many opportunities
to learn and share together! If you have any questions or need help, contact any of the Directors,
Officers, or Newsletter Editors listed on page 2 of this newsletter.
Thanks Again, Lon and Laura!
For quite a few years the Forest Forum has been blessed by the Rankins of Lebanon, Oregon. They
have made an annual donation to the Forum which the editors and WCSWA appreciate. Even more
than the donation, it is nice to know that the Forum is valued. That expressed appreciation makes the
work worthwhile!
The Future of Tall – on display at World Forestry Center through Summer 2018
OSU Extension has published 3 pamphlets to help family forest owners find or hire professionals including:
 Finding the right accountant/preparer https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9169
 Choosing the right logging contractor https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9170
 Choosing the right chemical applicator https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9171
Helpful Links:
 http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics to read Amy Grotta’s “Tree Topics” blog
 www.oregonwoodlandcooperative.com to learn about the Oregon Woodland Cooperative
 https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation
 For E-Notification: : https://ferns.odf.state.or.us/E-Notification or visit ODF Office
April, 2018
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