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WCSWA Annual Potluck – Date Changed to May 29
You won't want to miss the Washington County Small
Woodlands Association annual potluck. Mark your
calendar for Tuesday, May 29 (shifted from May 22 as
was previously noted in the Forest Forum) and plan to
join us at Ray and Kathy Brock's where they will share
with us "What Happens When Your Dream Comes with
An Obligation." Their property came with an obligation
to replant after a previous owner's harvest. This will be
a great opportunity to help the Brock's celebrate their
successes and to share the challenges they've faced
through this experience, some of which include home
construction using reclaimed lumber, developing a
garden area, planting native plants, clearing, forest restoration as well as the reforestation.
The event will begin at 5:30pm with dinner. Please bring a side dish or dessert. WCSWA will
provide burgers and hot dogs, buns, condiments and fixin's under the direction of master chef Sam
Sadtler. Water and pop will also be provided by WCSWA as well as table service. You are welcome to
bring a beverage of your choice.
At 6:30pm Ray and Kathy will share the work they've done and where things are headed. ODF District
Forester Mike Cafferata is scheduled to be present along with OSU extension forester Amy Grotta to
discuss landowner post-harvest obligations. Appropriate shoes and clothes are recommended for a
walking tour.
The Brock's place is at 50325 NW Cedar Canyon Road, Banks, Oregon which is approximately 6
miles west of the city of Banks off Hwy 6. Turn north onto Cedar Canyon just west of milepost 46 and
then turn left on Cedar Canyon in ½ block. The Brock’s driveway is 1.5 miles up the gravel road on the
right, just past their mail box. Signs will be posted the day of the event.
Please RSVP by no later than May 24, 2018 to Bob and Bonnie Shumaker at bshumaker@coho.net
or give them a call at 503-324-7825 to let us know you are coming. You need to RSVP so Bob and
Bonnie know how much BBQ meat to buy.
Special thanks to Ray and Kathy for sharing their story and hosting us for this event.
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WCSWA Leadership
President – Bonnie Shumaker, 503-324-7825,bshumaker@coho.net
Vice-President – Vic Herinckx, vic.herinckx@gmail.com
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825
bshumaker@coho.net
Board of Directors:
Pos. #1: Deb Kapfer, 503-628-6349, kapferd@upwardaccess.com
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223, samsncee@gmail.com
Pos. #3: Susan Schmidlin, 503-429-7861, mrs.susan.schmidlin@gmail.com
Pos. #4: Tony Spiering, 503-680-8051, aespiering@gmail.com
Pos. #5: Cathy Dummer, 503-703-6573, cannbuckley@hotmail.com
Pos. #6: Kent Grewe 503-701-2087, kmg@nwneuroassociates.net

WCSWA Website
www.wcswa.com
Website Manager: Michael Morgan
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for web
postings and information.
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmall
WoodlandsAssociation
WoodlandsAssociation
Forest Forum Newsletter
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie
Shumaker
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or
bshumaker@coho.net
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder

Legislative Committee Chair:
Scott Hayes, scotthayes8888@gmail.com
Membership Committee: WCSWA Board members
Program Committee: Bill Triest – 503-705-5833, whtriest@gmail.com; John
and Cathy Dummer – 503-970-8789, cannbuckley@hotmail.com; Mike Messier, 503-233-2131,
mike@troutmountain.com
Tualatin River Watershed Council Representatives: Tom Nygren, primary, 503-628-5472,
tnygren@juno.com ; Eric Chambers, alternate, 503-647-2458, eric870@hotmail.com

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472. Got
a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for tools, equipment, property, or
materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another way for tree farmers to help each other! (3
month limit)

For Sale:
Chains for chain saws: 325 pitch, .050 gauge, 78 drivers/links, fit 20” bar. One brand-new, $20 (sells
for $20), 3 almost new (been sharpened 1-2 times), $15 each. 3 well-used, free with purchase. Richard
Hanschu, 503-539-5988
Wanted:
Timber Helper near Gales Creek. Possible quarters. Call 503-357-4258
Free! Wooden Crates: Dimensions are ~6ft tall with a ~3ftx3ft base. A side panel is pinned secured to the
crate using 4 reusable clips. Marc Ahrendt, [marc@28robots.com] 503-928-2083

Event Calendar
May

June

July

19

CCSWA Spring Dinner Meeting

Beaver Home Grange. See Page 12

29

WCSWA Potluck

Ray and Kathy Brock’s place, west of
Banks – See page 1. Please RSVP

23

Summer Field Tour: Horse Logging

Hanschu’s Mountaindale Tree Farm.
Exact details in June Forest Forum

28 - 30

Annual OSWA Meeting

Springfield, details soon from OSWA

21

Tree Farmer of the Year Tour and
Picnic SAVE THE DATE!

Rich and Connie Gaebel’s Tree Farm,
Mountaindale
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Leadership Notes
As I was contemplating this column in the middle of April, I was thinking we should have a challenge to
see which woodland owner had the deepest mud on their roads. Then, the sun came out and dried up
all the rain. (You can add “and the itsy-bitsy spider climbed up the spout again,” if you wish). In that
dry period of time, Bob was able to grade the roads that were compromised by machinery during
thinning and drag some PCT logs out of the younger forest to stack for firewood.
We’ve noted that the native plants I wrote about last month are leafing out! I’m still waiting for signs of
germination from the wildflower seed I planted. The grass we seeded on the roads is just beginning to
show a green blush. I’ve seen fish swimming in the pond and the newts are back from wintering in the
forest. Also, at the pond, a beaver left a length of Douglas-fir which was chewed at both ends – weird.
Bob put a protective cage around a nice cedar growing at the pond’s edge. The beaver can have the
scraggly cedar that was being chewed next to it, but we’re hoping to protect the nice, straight one.
That warm sun prompted me to set up the irrigation for our raised vegetable garden beds. The Walla
Walla Sweet Onions and salad mix needed watering – in April! Most vegetable planting must wait a bit.
I follow the suggestions below to aid in timing of planting. I think I’ve shared this before, but it’s been
awhile, and since it relies on lilac tree progression through spring, it takes into account elevation, not
just dates. I see that it’s time for me to plant carrots and cole plants - our lilac is just starting to bloom.

Lilac Trees and Planting Times
When the first leaves of the lilac appear…..plant peas, potatoes, lettuce, radishes and the like.
When the first lilac blossoms appear…..plant beets, carrots, kohlrabi and other cole plants
When the lilac blossoms reach full bloom…..plant beans, corn, cucumbers and squashes
When the lilac blossoms fade and fall……the danger of frost is probably past and it’s time to set out
tomatoes, peppers and other warm-weather crops
In WCSWA news, we had our quarterly Board Meeting on April 17. Here are some highlights:
• We added $3,700 from the Plant Sale and $3,500 from the Seedling Sale to WCSWA’s
Scholarship Endowment Fund for Forestry students at OSU. Vic Herinckx will attend OSU’s
Award Banquet in May when we will learn who received our $2,000 scholarship this year
• Lewis River Reforestation has notified us that they will not have any Cedar Plug+1s available in
2019. Only Cedar 1+0 seedlings will be available. The price will be adjusted.
• WCSWA Annual Banquet: Beth easing out, Delilah Ahrendt agreed to step in; they have already
started coordinating.
• Membership: WCSWA had a 92% renewal rate on membership to OSWA this year. We need a
volunteer to be WCSWA’s membership chair. This requires a conference call with OSWA a few
times a year. Please consider this. The strength of OSWA and WCSWA depend on a strong
membership. Contact any Officer or Board Member to volunteer.

Bonnie Shumaker
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Advertising Opportunity: The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members and friends
of WCSWA. Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads. ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE INCLUDES
TYPESETTING & AD PREP)

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum. Ad size: ___________________________
Enclosed is a check or money order for: 1 issue ___ 4 issues ___ 12 issues ___
Company_____________________________________________
Contact_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City/State/Zip___________________________________________
1/12
page
Phone________________________________________________
Fax__________________________________________________
1/6 page
¼ page
Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to:
1/3 page
½ page
Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR 97117
2/3 page
Thank you for supporting Washington County Small
Full
Woodlands Association!
page
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Plant Sale Volunteers – Thank You!
Our Plant Sale was a success, and $3,700 was added to
our OSU Scholarship Endowment Fund. Thank you to the
following volunteers for helping – and having fun along the
way. If I missed anyone, my apologies. Karen Graham,
Plant Sale Chair.
Gordan Dana
Lynn and Steve Harrel
Neil and Ardis Schroeder
Janice Harris
Rich Gaebel
Sam Sadtler
Bonnie Shumaker
Miles Merwin
Phillip Curtis
Anne and Richard Hanschu
Tony Spiering
Marc Ahrendt
John and Cathy Dummer
Tom and Pat Nygren
Lorrie and Dean Trump
Mike and Bernadette Strand
Becky and Tom Mehringer
Susan Schmidlin
Dallas and Sharon Boge
Judy Pond
Vic Herinckx
Bob Shumaker

John Ragsdale Logging LLC

Specializing in mechanical cutting
and hand falling
John Ragsdale 503-858-8618
Jragsdale70@aol.com
May, 2018
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Recognize this?

Bob and I have been watching this plant
develop all spring. It is carpeting large areas
of the forest floor of our oldest stand (planted
1980) and started out looking like a cross
between grass and moss. Now that it has
developed, it is distinctive enough to identify. I
made a guess that it was Miner’s Lettuce
(Claytonia perfoliate) and was pleased to
discover that I was correct. According to my
trusty “Plants of the Pacific Northwest Coast,”
by Pojar & Mackinnon, it is a somewhat
succulent annual with spoon or egg-shaped
leaves forming a disk around the stem with
white or pinkish flower above the leaf. It likes
moist (at least in spring), and we certainly
provided plenty of that this spring.
It is called “miner’s lettuce” because early
miners and settlers used it as a salad
vegetable. I tasted it and it has a lettuce-like
taste, but I haven’t served it as a salad. I’m not
sure why we have so much this year. I learned
that it does self-sow. It’s been three years
since we thinned this stand, so perhaps it took
a few years with more sunlight to spread its
seed. Whatever the case, it certainly does a
good job of beautifying the forest floor.

American Loggers Council at 2018 Washington DC Fly-In in March
By Danny Dructor – an excerpt from an article reported in Loggers World, May 2018
A highlight of our Fly-In was passage of the bipartisan wildfire and forest management agreement
in the omnibus appropriations bill. The forestry package includes a new fire suppression funding
mechanism that will adjust funding caps to accommodate federal firefighting needs and end the
need for regular fire borrowing from non-fire accounts at the Forest Service and Interior
Department.
May, 2018
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North Plains & Longview
WANTED: Land & Timber, standing timber and pulp logs
Rob Vance – (360) 355-2817

Paul Hadaller – (360) 431-9661

Chehalem Ridge Nature Park – An Update

Location of Chehalem Ridge Nature Park

At WCSW’s monthly meeting on April 24, Kate Holleran,
forester for Metro, gave us an update on Chehalem
Ridge. Kate has been involved since the early stages of
developing this land that Metro purchased in 2008. Many
of us were on a tour with Kate several years ago. Now
there is a Master Plan for Chehalem Ridge, and Kate was
here to bring us up-to-date. After much public input, the
master plan is finalized and will convert these 1,230 acres
from Chehalem Ridge Natural Area to Chehalem Ridge
Nature Park.

On the forest side, Kate stated the goal is to rely on science to determine the desired future condition,
which in this case is a nature park, not a production forest. This will include working toward the right
species and density, creating and conserving diversity, encouraging wildlife, water quality and targeting
invasive species. Since 2011, Kate and Metro have worked with Trout Mountain Forestry to move 600
of the acres that had been planted 20+ years ago for fiber production on converted agricultural land
(with no understory or downed woody debris) to a more diverse forest with the goal to grow big trees.
From 2012-17, happenings have included commercial and pre-commercial thinning, stream restoration,
oak release and road maintenance and decommissioning. In 2018, the thinning will be finished and the
land will rest for 4-18 years. Some of the trees taken out were left piled for down-woody debris, while
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others were sent to local mills. All profit from wood production is put back into developing the Nature
Park.
The Nature Park was 18 months in the planning, with
6,000 people commenting on the plan. The top five
things people wanted were: Nature viewing, hiking or
walking, nature education, off-road cycling and
horseback riding. The plan is now finalized. There will
be nine miles of trails. Six miles will be multi-use,
including biking and horseback riding. There will be a
1.0-mile Nature Trail, and 1.5-mile all-abilities trail.
There will be day-use picnic areas, shelters, a few rest
rooms and viewpoints. The park will be open sunrise
to sunset. There will be no camping. Eventually, there
will be a second entrance. The timeline is: 2018-19,
design engineering and permitting; summer 2019:
ground breaking; and early 2020 for the opening of
Phase One.
Viewpoint from 1,100 feet at Iowa Hill

Construction Corner: Could Wood be the New Styrofoam?
Korky Koroluk April 6, 2018, Daily Commercial News by Construct Connect
It’s only been a few weeks since we learned of plans to build a bridge in California using concrete that
has been infused with nanocrystals from wood.
Research can be a slow process, at times even tedious. Publication of results often seems to be just as
slow. That’s why there is often a time lag between publication of papers dealing with any one particular
topic.
And that’s why I was surprised recently when another example of wood-based nanotechnology of
interest to the construction industry popped up on my screen. This latest one is at least as intriguing as
the first one was.
If you’re interested in insulation, you may be surprised to learn that researchers have found that by
stripping away all the filler material in wood, leaving just their fibres, the resulting “nanowood” material
outperforms just about all existing insulation. Wood, it seems, might be the new Styrofoam.
A research team at the University of Maryland developed this new nanowood simply by exposing wood
to three simple, cheap chemicals: sodium hydroxide, sodium sulfite and hydrogen peroxide. The team
discovered these substances strip out the cell walls in wood (which are made up of lignin and
hemicellulose), leaving behind just the skeletal nanofibres of cellulose.
It seems the unusual properties of the resulting nanowood can be attributed to the fact that these
nanofibres are mostly parallel to one another. And the solid filler material in wood that will usually
convey heat is gone, replaced by air. Poorly conducting air.
As well, the parallel alignment of fibres dissipates any heat that does penetrate. It can’t become
concentrated.
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During lab tests, the research team found the substance’s capacity to keep heat from penetrating from
one side to the other is on par with Styrofoam, which is hundreds of times better at blocking heat than
wool, glass or epoxy. The team also found that the nanowood is extremely strong, withstanding loads
as high as 13 megapascals. That’s the equivalent to almost 2,000 pounds per square inch.
The sample researchers tested was small — just 15 centimetres long and two centimetres thick — but
they say it could be made in virtually any size or shape. Because the material is so versatile, it could be
used to insulate a wide range of things, from entire buildings to very small computing components.
Since it is extremely light, it could be used where weight is important: aircraft engines, or cars, even
spaceships.
And it’s cheap.
Liangbing Hu, who led the research team, says just seven dollars’ worth of chemicals would be enough
to make a square metre of nanowood.
There is also an important ecological benefit because it’s made from ordinary, recyclable wood. For its
experiments, the team used American basswood, but Hu says any wood would do.
“Wood stores rather than emits carbon dioxide,” he says.
Jeffrey Youngblood is a professor of materials engineering at Purdue University. He was involved in the
research involving cellulosic nanocrystals for the concrete to be used in the California bridge this year.
But his research interests are focused on the production of any industrially useful products derived from
wood.
Referring to the work done at the University of Maryland by Hu and his team, Youngblood says it “really
shows that nature has outperformed humankind, once again.
“We just have to unlock the secrets.”
With proper treatment, he says, “wood can become stronger and more insulating than commonly used
insulation, such as fibreglass for houses.”
The research paper published by Hu and his team makes prominent mention of nanowood’s
biodegradability, its high mechanical strength and the ease of manufacture. In fact, Hu has already
spun off a company called Inventwood to commercialize the product.

Era of Megafires
APRIL 23, 2018 / SUSAN SCHMIDLIN
Taking place at the World Forestry Center at Forest Park, I attended an evening of presentations and a
panel discussion on the nature of our nature. The event was sponsored by The Nature Conservancy,
City Club of Portland, Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI), U.S. Forest Service and North 40
Productions.
The evening started with Paul Hessburg Ph. D., research ecologist from the Wenatchee, Washington
area. Seeing first-hand the beautiful landscape of the area decimated by wildfire has made this a
passion and a calling for him. He spoke about living in a different way, assessing fire risk on your own
personal property both in the woods and around your structures, looking at public lands and the risk of
uncontrollable wildfires.
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Sobering numbers were brought up. Fire suppression in the United States for the year 2015 was 2.1
billion dollars and goes up every year. In 2017 it was 2.7 billion and estimates on costs of repair and
replacement on the burned land was over 50 billion dollars. These numbers do not account for lost
business/tourism, increased childcare for those who were dealing with school closures, respiratory
problems, hospital visits, operating rooms that could not perform procedures during heavy smoke days
and the list goes on.
Looking at a National Cohesive Wildfire Land Management Strategy, Hessburg talked about the
complex problem with fire suppression being an incomplete solution to the overall. He highlighted
several tools available to manage areas before wildfire becomes the perfect storm of devastating
proportions.
To bring the point close to home, photos taken from 100 years ago versus images that have been taken
recently, show how our forests have evolved. Our forestlands used to be mosaic patchworks of diverse
stands. Tall timber, new growth with areas of bare meadows and barren ground were the norm. They
have changed to more thick stands of trees with tons of damaged/decaying fuel on the forest floor with
smaller trees and standing dead wood that works as a laddering effect to take a fire from the ground to
the crowns of the trees. Once the fire can get a hold in the canopy, it can increase in size and intensity
quickly, becoming out of control. Hessburg likened the change to the realization that we are too good at
growing trees, and we need more areas that have open spaces to decrease the threat of megafires.
Indigenous people saw the value in maintaining open patchwork areas in the wild lands to keep their
people safe and the forests healthy. Over the years, we have filled in those bare sites and have not
maintained adequate buffer areas in sensitive areas around wildlife, human life, roads and structures.
In the USDA Science Update Issue #24/ Fall 2017: Large areas of the Intermountain West are in need
of some sort of landscape restoration to change fuel patterns, forest age, and forest-density conditions.
In the toolbox available to a management strategy, Dr. Hessburg pointed out the need to maintain fire
safety zones around structures and roadways. Employing mechanical thinning to clean up the
abundance of fuel in a forest plot. Using prescribed burns to clear out areas that are susceptible to
wildfires. Managing wildfire when able to control perimeter and direction, by letting the wildfire burn to
thin the forest.
The end of the seminar concluded with a panel discussion with questions from the audience.
The group came from a wide variety of health authorities, forest professionals, a mayor of a
predominant logging town, and ecologists. Discussion revolved around the fact that we cannot
eliminate wildfires, but we can lessen the impact and devastation of megafires.

Stephen Hawking, the brilliant British theoretical physicist who overcame a debilitating
disease to publish wildly popular books probing the mysteries of the universe, died March 14,
2018. The following advice is from him:
“Remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet.” Hawking gave this now-famous
piece of advice to his three children Lucy, Robert and Tim and related it in an interview with
ABC’s Diane Sawyer in 2010. Included in those words of advice were: “Work gives you
meaning and purpose and life is empty without it.” And: “if you are lucky enough to find love,
remember it is there and don’t throw it away.”
“However bad life may seem, there is always something you can do, and succeed at. While
there’s life, there is hope,”
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Newsletter Editor
19022 SW Finnigan Hill Road
Hillsboro, OR 97123
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Potpourri
New Members: Welcome to new members Anna Matson of Beaverton, Andy Gramer of Gales
Creek, Out AZA Blue Market and Café at Gales Creek, and Blake Basham of Gaston. We are here to
help members achieve their management goals. To get the most out of your membership, come to
the meetings and tours that are scheduled throughout the year. (You’re always invited to the
WCSWA meetings!). You’ll find many kindred spirits among our diverse membership – and many
opportunities to learn and share together! If you have any questions or need help, contact any of the
Directors, Officers, or Newsletter Editors listed on page 2 of this newsletter.
Columbia County Small Woodlands Association is having its spring dinner meeting May 19th at
the Beaver Homes Grange. Doors open at 5 pm. Dinner at 5:30, meeting at 7 pm. The topic is
mushroom and truffle hunting, with a possible dog searching demonstration. RSVP to Mark Dreyer,
CCSWA President: mdreyer51@msn.com or 503-369-9592
The Future of Tall – on display at World Forestry Center through Summer 2018
OSU Extension has published 3 pamphlets to help family forest owners find or hire professionals including:
• Finding the right accountant/preparer https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9169
• Choosing the right logging contractor https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9170
• Choosing the right chemical applicator https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9171
Helpful Links:
• http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics to read Amy Grotta’s “Tree Topics” blog
• www.oregonwoodlandcooperative.com to learn about the Oregon Woodland Cooperative
May, 2018 • https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation
• For E-Notification: : https://ferns.odf.state.or.us/E-Notification or visit ODF Office
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