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                                                                                              May, 2020 

 

ZOOM on in for WCSWA’s 
Wednesday, May 20 Meeting 7:00PM 

 
 

In an effort to keep our members engaged and connected, the program committee has been working 
hard to develop virtual programming that you can participate in from the safety of your own home. We 
had our first successful virtual meeting via Zoom on April 28, and we hope the May meeting will be 
even better.  
 
The WCSWA, Wednesday, May 20th meeting will be designed as a follow-on to the Tree School Online 
May 5th panel discussion on COVID-19 and the Oregon Forest Sector. At our meeting on May 20th, 
Mike Cloughesy will summarize the discussion from May 5th and be ready to answer questions. Our 
meeting on May 20th will also feature Tyler Robbins from Hampton’s Banks Lumber Mill to discuss the 
local impacts in Washington County and field your questions. 
 
If you plan to participate in the May 20th WCSWA meeting, it would be helpful to get the content from 
the Tree School Online May 5th panel discussion first.  You can watch a recording of the May 5th 
presentation. It will be posted to the Know Your Forest YouTube channel on May 11th. We will also 
send out an email with a link to the presentation once it becomes available. The YouTube channel is 
here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoS8sRfCNOazKzgAIgQ2FsA  
 
Then be sure to join us on Wednesday, May 20th!   Here’s what you need to know: 
 
Meeting Date and time: Wednesday, May 20, 2020, 7:00 PM Pacific Time 
Location: Zoom at the following link: 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91496071230?pwd=NXlsT2g1eFVEaDE4V0hKWFBXU0hYUT09  
We know you cannot “click” on your paper copy of the Forest Forum, so go to the Forest Forum on our 
website, www.wcswa.com.  We will also send an email with the link a couple of days before the 
meeting.  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Topic: Follow-up to “COVID-19 and the Oregon Forest Sector” plus Tyler Robbins from Hampton 
Lumber Mill in Banks 
Facilitator: Mike Cloughesy, OFRI 

See “Zoom” page 3  

  Forest Forum 
      Washington County Small 
         Woodlands Association 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoS8sRfCNOazKzgAIgQ2FsA
https://zoom.us/j/91496071230?pwd=NXlsT2g1eFVEaDE4V0hKWFBXU0hYUT09
http://www.wcswa.com/
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WCSWA Leadership 
President – Vic Herinckx, 503-645-9434 
Vice-President – Debi Lorence 503-858-3636 
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825  

   
Board of Directors: 

Pos. #1: Norbert LePage, 503-985-0149   
Pos. #2:  Marc Ahrendt, 503—928-2083  
Pos. #3: Susan Schmidlin, 503-429-7861  
Pos. #4: Tony Spiering, 503-680-8112      
Pos. #5:  Cathy Dummer, 503-703-6573  

   Pos. #6:  Kent Grewe 503-701-2087 

Legislative Committee Chair: Scott Hayes 503-568-9999   

Membership Committee:  WCSWA Board members 

Program Committee: John and Cathy Dummer – 503-970-8789, Bill Triest – 

503-705-5833, Tony Spiering – 503-680-8112 
 
Tualatin River Watershed Council Representatives: Tom Nygren, primary, 503-628-5472, Eric Chambers, 
alternate, 503-647-2458 
  
EMAIL FOR ANYONE ON THIS PAGE:  washcosmallwoodlandsassoc@gmail.com   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Event Calendar 

May 19 
 
 
 
20 

 
Annual WCSWA Potluck: 
 
 
WCSWA “Zoom” meeting 

 
CANCELLED 
 
 
Covid 19 and Oregon Forest Sector, 
plus log buyer discussion.  See p. 1 

Tuesdays 
through 
July 28 

  
Tree School Online 

 
www.extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-
school/tree-school-online-class-guide  
  

June    6 Celebration of Life for Amy 
Grotta 
 

CANCELLED 

June 13 Tree Farmer of the Year 
Tour and Picnic – Brown’s 
tree farm, Mountaindale 

 
CANCELLED – Stay tuned for 
alternate ideas for celebration 

WCSWA Website 
www.wcswa.com 
Website Manager: Michael Morgan 
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for web 
postings and information.  
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmall
WoodlandsAssociation  
WoodlandsAssociation     

 
 Forest Forum Newsletter 

Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie 
Shumaker 
503-628-5472 and 503-324-7825 
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan 
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder  
 

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post 
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472. Got 
a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for tools, equipment, property, or 
materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum.  (3 month limit) 
 

For Sale:   No New Items to List 
                                                                                                                                                   
 

Wanted:     No New Items to List 
 
 

                                
 

mailto:washcosmallwoodlandsassoc@gmail.com
http://www.extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/tree-school-online-class-guide
http://www.extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/tree-school-online-class-guide
http://www.wcswa./
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation
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Leadership Notes                      Vic Herinckx 
As we continue to adjust to new ways of meeting, the program committee has been hard at work 
connecting remotely and working through a format that will continue to give us an opportunity to meet 
online, focus on an educational topic and share ideas.  The first event will be May 20 as listed in the 
calendar and I’d like to encourage everyone to participate to help make this event a success. 
 
Many of you might be wondering how OSU Extension is handling support for Washington County.   
Currently, Forestry and Natural Resources Extension Programs are suspended in the 3 counties that 
Amy Grotta covered.  A proposal to replace Amy’s position is in the queue, but meetings of the 
Extension Leadership Council to approve funding have been canceled repeatedly due to COVID-19.  
Even with approval, hiring would be a big challenge with travel and meeting restrictions.  So, it looks 
like this interrim period could last a while, but we will continue to be able to call on Brad Withrow-
Robinson, Brad.W-R@oregonstate.edu and Glenn Ahrens, glenn.ahrens@oregonstate.edu as 
questions arise. 
 
If you haven’t had a chance to renew your membership, don’t let this newsletter be your last!  As of the 
end of April we have around 25 members who have not renewed for this year.  If you still plan to renew 
please contact jeremy.felty@gmail.com as soon as possible.  Thanks to the Shumakers, Tony Spiering 
and especially Debi Lorence for reaching out and following up on renewals.   
 
Since all events are subject to being deferred, canceled, rescheduled or reformatted, continue checking 
the website, www.wcswa.com  and newsletter for the latest updates.  The bigger the event, the further 
in advance you need to start thinking about backup plans if the original date or format doesn’t look like 
it will work out.   
 
As Washington County’s Tree Farmer’s of the Year, the Barrett Brown family has had to defer their 
June tour but have been working through ideas to bring their tree farm story to a 20ish minute video 
presentation.  
  
Until next time, hope everyone is staying safe! 

 
Zoom – continued from page 1 
 
A few suggestions for a successful virtual meeting: 

- All you need to join the meeting is: 
o A computer, tablet or phone with an internet connection, web browser, and a speaker  

OR 
o For people who want to call in rather than join by computer you can call: 

(669) 900-6833 US (San Jose) and use the following information: 
Meeting ID: 914 9607 1230 
Password: 022750 
 

- It is not necessary for you to have a camera or microphone on your computer, although they will 
allow you to interact with the presenter and other participants. 

-  
- If you do have a camera and microphone, you will be able to leave them turned off.  However, 

this will not allow you to interact with the presenter and other participants. 
-  
- The meeting will be "open" starting at 6:40PM, to allow you to be sure you can connect well 

ahead of the 7:00PM meeting start time.  Someone will be available to confirm that you've 
connected and provide a little trouble-shooting help if needed.  

mailto:Brad.W-R@oregonstate.edu
mailto:glenn.ahrens@oregonstate.edu
mailto:jeremy.felty@gmail.com
http://www.wcswa.com/
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Advertising Opportunity: The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 300 members and 

friends of WCSWA. Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads. ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE 

INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP) 

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum.  Ad size: ___________________________ 
Enclosed is a check or money order for:  1 issue ___   4 issues ___  12 issues ___ 
Company_____________________________________________ 
Contact_______________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip___________________________________________ 
Phone________________________________________________ 
E-mail__________________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to: 

Bob Shumaker, 52490 NW Cedar Canyon Road, Banks, OR 97106 

Thank you for supporting Washington County Small             

Woodlands Association! 

                    

      

                                                                           

 

 

 
 

1 
issue 

4 
issues 

12 
issues 

1/12 
page 

$20 $40 $100 

1/6 page   30   60 150 

¼ page   40   80 200 

1/3 page   50   100 250 

½ page   75  150 375 

2/3 page   100  200 500 

Full 
page 

150  300 750 

      

 

“The valley is a place of plenty now.  
The birds sing, and my heart feels 
that this is my own personal, 
beautiful spring.” 

 

From James Rebanks’ “The Shepherd’s View” 
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Tree Talk 

by Bonnie Shumaker 
 

This article has intentionally left out any talk about that which has required us to change so many things 
in our daily life.  In fact, I have even decided to ban the fifth letter from the end of the alphabet from all 
of Tree Talk this month.  Enjoy. 
 

Spring Musings 
 

The first to catch my eye each spring are what I call Johnny-
Jump-ups, those sweet yellow flowers rising slightly above 
bright green heart-shaped leaves that brighten up woodland 
settings.  I know some people call them something else, but it 
begins with the banned letter in this message, so you’ll have 
to guess. 
 
Next is the Trillium.  In our neck of the woods, at no time do 
we have copious amounts of this spring beauty.  Perhaps we 

are too high up 
at 1100 feet, but 
each time I see 
this stark white 
flower shouting 
out from the 
numerous green colors of the forest floor, I rejoice.  
 
Probably the one I like the 
most is the Calypso Orchid, 
or Fairy Slipper.  It has a 
third common name with 
today’s banned letter, so 

you will have to guess that one, too.  The genus, Calypso, comes from 
the Greek word meaning concealment as this orchid likes sheltered areas 
of the forest floor.  It also seems to nod toward the ground showing its 
intricate mouth best when gently tipped up. 
 
In our mostly young forest, the Calypso Orchid used to be rare, probably 
because it insists on undisturbed slightly older forest.  This year, it 
decided the conditions were perfect, and we saw many along our regular 
path. Then, when Bob and I were helping to spruce up the pioneer 
cemetery that was deeded off our property in 1893, nature treated us to a 
huge bouquet of Calypso Orchids along the cemetery’s border.  What a 
treat!   
 
As I write this, the spotted coral root orchids are just beginning to show.  
They are saprophytes, meaning they don’t make chlorophyll, but rather 
find food from the organic matters on the forest floor with the help of the 
mycorrhizal fungi. 
 
Besides the flowers, the Douglas-fir buds are starting to swell, and with more rainfall spring mushrooms will 
abound.  Springtime knows its business, and for that I am exceedingly thankful. 
 

CALYPSO ORCHID, Calypso Bulbosa 

Johnny-jump-ups 

Trillium 
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Although OSU Extension was not able to hold their 
2020 Clackamas County Tree School in March, 
you will still be able to enjoy the classes you were 
looking forward to taking.  

OSU Extension Forestry and Natural Resources is 

working with the Partnership for Forestry 

Education to bring you this 15-week webinar 

series. You can participate in many of the classes 

that were set for Tree School Clackamas, along 

with some new classes developed exclusively for Tree School Online.  For more information, go to: 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/tree-school-clackamas  

THESE WEBINARS ARE FREE FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS.  For questions about the series, contact: 

Glenn Ahrens, OSU Extension Forester, glenn.ahrens@oregonstate.edu 

Amanda Brenner, Tree School Coordinator, amanda.brenner@oregonstate.edu 

Mike Cloughesy, OFRI Director of Forestry, cloughesy@ofri.org 
 
 
 

  
Spring 2020 Tualatin SWCD Weed 
Watcher Workshop Update – On-site 
Classes Cancelled; 
Moved to on-Line format to protect the 
health and safety of our community 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
With your help we can combat known priority 
invasive species and respond to new 
invaders before they endanger our natural 
areas, streamsides, and gardens!  Our 
workshop will be available to view online 
from April 21st to May 27th.  Please RSVP on 
our website at 
https://www.swcd.net/event/online-weed-
watcher-workshops/2020-04-21/ 
 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/tree-school-clackamas
https://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/forestry-and-natural-resources
https://knowyourforest.org/about
https://knowyourforest.org/about
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/tree-school-clackamas
mailto:glenn.ahrens@oregonstate.edu
mailto:amanda.brenner@oregonstate.edu
mailto:cloughesy@ofri.org
https://www.swcd.net/event/online-weed-watcher-workshops/2020-04-21/
https://www.swcd.net/event/online-weed-watcher-workshops/2020-04-21/
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The Hot Sheet, Oregon Department of Forestry, May 2020 
 

EARLY START TO FIRE SEASON Fire season has already begun in some areas. And we’re off to a shaky 
start in 2020. At the time of this printing, firefighters across the state had already responded to 104 fires four 
months into the new year, more than three times the average. Some fires could be attributed to the once-in-a-
century pandemic, in this case, the Corona Virus. The “Stay Home, Save Lives” campaign has led to more 
fuel mitigation around properties (a good thing), but also more escaped debris burns (a bad thing).   
Given the bleak forecast, are you ready? Here’s a fire season preparation checklist to get you started. 
  

• Permit to Operate Power Driven Machinery (PDM).   

• Workers have completed annual fire refresher training. The Corona Virus poses challenges.  

•  Fire Tools ready for immediate use.  

•  Water Supply requirements met:   500 gallons stationary/300 gallons mobile   Enough hose to reach 

area worked   Pump pressure 115 psi at 20 gpm   Pump starts in good condition   

• Fire Extinguishers ready for immediate use.   

• Spark arresters on equipment are cleaned out and meet Spark Arrester Guide requirement  

• Power saws meet Spark Arrester Guide Requirements (not modified) & in good condition.   

• Moving lines are free of line rub on woody debris, stumps and rocks.   

• Blocks guiding moving lines are cleared of flammable debris for a 10-foot radius.   

• All equipment is free of flammable debris.   

• Firewatch is present and capable of duties.  

• Every person understands their role during a fire.   
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A Bench 
for Amy 
Grotta’s 
Family 
 
On April 29th, 
Sue and Scott 
Russell from 
Columbia 
County Small 
Woodlands and 
Debi 
Lorence, from 
Washington 
County Small 
Woodlands 
delivered Anna, 
Eben, and 

David Dreher a hand-made and hand-carved memory bench in recognition 
of all that Amy Grotta contributed to the Small Woodland community.  
 
The family was so gracious. They wanted to express their gratitude to all 
the Small Woodland friends for all their love and support.  
 
If you ever want to invite Amy's family out to your woodlands, they all love 
hiking, exploring, and hearing your stories too!  dmdreher@gmail.com. 
 

Stay at Home Woodland & Forestry Resources 

Brad Withrow-Robinson, OSU Forestry & Natural Resources Extension for Benton, Linn 

and Polk Counties. 

Family woodland owners (like farmers, ranchers, beekeepers and others) typically have 

busy spring schedules with lots to do in the woods.  Many of those activities come with 

acres of physical distancing from others outside their families, so life remains busy. 

Although our offices are closed, OSU Extension remains an available by phone or email 

to answer questions and direct you to the information you need.   

The local and state Forestry & Natural Resources Extension team is developing new, 

on-line resources to fill the gap created by the COVID-19 driven postponement and 

cancellation of many of our spring and summer programs.  These will include an online 

version of our Basic Woodland Management class, a series of Tree School-style class 

webinars, fire preparedness programs, links to newsletters and much more. All will be posted at a new Forestry and Natural 

Resources Extension Stay at Home Resource page.   

Anna, Eben and David enjoying their new bench 

mailto:dmdreher@gmail.com
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/TreeTopics/~3/aVqsh0fZuls/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
https://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/forestry-and-natural-resources/stay-home-fnr
https://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/forestry-and-natural-resources/stay-home-fnr
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Fireproof wood lets large timber buildings sprout up in cities 
Excerpts from April 15, 2020 at 08:00 JST, Asia and Japan Watch 

 
Demand for using fireproof wood designs to build large structures, including the new National Stadium, 
is heating up in Japan.  The material, called Moen-Wood, makes it possible to erect large buildings 
made of timber. 

Takenaka Corp., the Osaka-based developer of the new construction material, successfully built a 
wood-based commercial complex and office building in Yokohama and Osaka, respectively, in 2013--
the first of its kind in the nation. 

“The challenge was how to address the contradiction: making inflammable wood uninflammable,” said 
Hirokazu Ohashi, 59, a lead researcher for the fireproof technology team at the Takenaka Research 
and Development Institute. 

The wood pillars and beams made using this method consist of three layers: the core, which is made of 
glued, laminated wood to support the building’s weight; the heat-absorbing protective mortar layer 
around the center; and the outer wood formation. 

When exposed to fire, the outermost layer of wood will burn and carbonize, making it difficult for heat to 
pass through. The core wood area then does not catch fire because the mortar section absorbs the 
heat.  Even after subjected to extreme heat for one to two hours, the Moen-Wood does not burn away. 
The fire will then die down in an instant. 

The growing use of timber is expected to lead to the planting of more trees, resulting in an increase in 
absorption of carbon dioxide, and rehabilitating both forests and forestry. Ohashi explained another 
advantage of buildings made of Moen-Wood: “The soft touch and warmth of wood will enrich people’s 
lives.”  
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First Unfurling 
April 29, 2020 schmidlinangusfarms, by Susan Schmidlin 

 
Springtime is awash with firsts. New life bursts forth 
from the dirt, the plants and animals. Births, 
regenerations, molecules splitting and duplicating, 
nature is busy bringing what was dull and drab 
throughout the winter to bright, light and colorful 
explosions. 

I have been dutifully watching my phenology project for 
the last two months, urging those bland, hair thin, 
branch tips to do something so that I could report it on 
Nature’s Notebook. 
 
I got started tracking those subtle changes of plants 
and animals around me more than five years ago when 

my local county extension agent, Amy Grotta, was holding a class regarding citizen science at the local 
library. Through Oregon State University, the class was able to go through the training (easy, fun and 
educational) and get certified to not only observe phenology but be part of the network to document the 
results. It was during this same class that I became an official CoCoRaHS observer where I record the 
daily rainfall, snow levels, and ground moisture. 
 
We lost our beloved Amy last year to cancer. So now when I make my observations and record the 
outcomes, it feels that this is a small but significant tribute to Amy who lived, loved, worked, played and 
shared her experiences of the natural world with us. 

Now, much of the training is on-line and more people across the United States and Canada (and now 
across the planet) are reporting on a consistent basis. You may ask why does it matter when our data 
is nothing more than casual observation. 

The answer is that we are all unique, every single one of us. My neighbor who may be observing the 
same rainfall, or the same kind of plant, or the same 
woodchuck as I am, may have slightly different totals or 
times or stages than I do.  It is the years of data with 
many observers that show the patterns.  Reporters 
don’t have to be landowners to be observers; changes 
can be noted from the local park by those who live in 
apartments or community housing. Over the years of 
reporting, I can compare the graphs from less than one 
mile up the road.   My fellow observers are reporting 
from closer to a tall bluff that bends weather systems 
slightly and their elevation is lower than mine, some 
differences are minuscule and others stand out 
obviously. 

Training and signing up to become a citizen scientist 
are things that a single person or entire families can do, and I have linked the websites to their titles in 
this story. You may want to become a Citizen Scientist too. 

  

https://schmidlinangusfarms.com/first-unfurling/
https://www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook
https://www.cocorahs.org/
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Newsletter Editor 
19022 SW Finnigan Hill Road 
Hillsboro, OR  97123 

 
 
 
 
Forest Forum 
        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Potpourri 
 

New Members: Welcome to Laurie Kemper of Ashland, OR and Brian Olson of Banks, OR. We are 
here to help members achieve their management goals. To get the most out of your membership, 
come to the meetings and tours that are scheduled throughout the year. You’ll find many kindred 
spirits among our diverse membership – and many opportunities to learn and share together! If you 
have any questions or need help, contact any of the Directors, Officers, or Newsletter Editors listed on 
page 2 of this newsletter. 

 
Do you have a copy of the updated Third Edition of the OFRI publication Oregon’s Forest Protection 
Laws? Every forest land owner should have a copy! Get a free (shipping free) copy from 
https://oregonforests.org/node/549  
 
OSU Extension has published 3 pamphlets to help family forest owners find or hire professionals 
including: 

        Finding the right accountant/preparer https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9169  

        Choosing the right logging contractor    https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9170  

        Choosing the right chemical applicator https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9171  

Helpful Links: 

• http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics  read OSU Extension’s “Tree Topics” blog 

• www.oregonwoodlandcooperative.com   learn about the Oregon Woodland Cooperative  

• https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation 

• For E-Notification: :  https://ferns.odf.state.or.us/E-Notification or visit ODF Office 
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