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Wednesday, April 28th WCSWA Monthly Meeting: 7:00pm

Double Feature Continued - Washington County Focus

by Cathy Dummer

If you're like most folks for the last year you've been spending more time close to home than
you ever thought you would. But that just makes it more important to know about the local
happenings. Come to our virtual meeting on April 28th for two speakers that will highlight
what's happening right here in Washington County.
Our first speaker will be Scott McEwen. Scott will give us an overview of the Tualatin River
Watershed Council, what it is currently doing, and how it relates to small woodlands in the
county.
Scott became the Executive Director of the Tualatin River Watershed Council two
years ago. He is passionate about understanding, conserving and restoring the diverse
habitats of the northwest. His background in the Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act and
species recovery programs, in combination with his technical knowledge have resulted in the
development of effective and enduring programs. When he is not at work, you can find Scott
white water rafting with his family or plying the area’s estuaries and rivers with his kayak or
canoe.
Our second speaker will be Mike Cafferata our Oregon Department of Forestry District
Forester. Mike will be giving us a County-specific review of the 2020 fire season with a focus
on preparing for the 2021 fire season. In September, Mike spent the first week after Labor Day
supporting the local fire response effort. When the local area was under control, he spent two
weeks as agency administrator on the Beachie and Riverside Fires.
Mike is a native Oregonian, growing up outside Springfield. After graduating from OSU in
Forest Management, he went to graduate school at Virginia Tech. Oregon is his home and
following graduate school he returned to Oregon and began working for the Oregon
Department of Forestry. He has held various roles including reforestation forester, stewardship
forester, and policy manager prior to taking the position of District Forester in Forest Grove. As
with all ODF staff, Mike is part of the complete and coordinated system to suppress wildfire. He
is a qualified Division Supervisor and has been the Agency Administrator managing fires
locally and statewide.
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/96223386784?pwd=NVkxSDB2T01aQ0R5cFpYWnJ3ck8zQT09
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WCSWA Leadership
President – Vic Herinckx, 503-645-9434
Vice-President – Barrett Brown, 503-647-6499
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825
Board of Directors:
Pos. #1: Norbert LePage, 503-985-0149
Pos. #2: Marc Ahrendt, 503—928-2083
Pos. #3: Susan Schmidlin, 503-429-7861
Pos. #4: Tony Spiering, 503-680-8112
Pos. #5: Cathy Dummer, 503-703-6573
Pos. #6: Kent Grewe 503-701-2087
Legislative Committee Chair: Scott Hayes 503-568-9999
Membership Committee: WCSWA Board members
Program Committee: John and Cathy Dummer – 503-970-8789, Bill Triest –
503-705-5833, Tony Spiering – 503-680-8112

WCSWA Website
www.wcswa.com
Website Manager: Michael Morgan
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for web
postings and information.
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmall
WoodlandsAssociation

Forest Forum Newsletter
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie
Shumaker
503-628-5472 and 503-324-7825
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder

Tualatin River Watershed Council Representatives: Tom Nygren, primary, 503-628-5472, Eric Chambers,
alternate, 503-647-2458
EMAIL FOR ANYONE ON THIS PAGE: washcosmallwoodlandsassoc@gmail.com

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472. Got a
tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for tools, equipment, property, or
materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. (3 month limit)

For Sale: No new items.
Wanted: Looking for Massey-Ferguson165 diesel tractor steering box. Also need dry
firewood (Scholls area). Contact Mike at 503-628-3631

Event Calendar
Tree
School
Online
April

May

April, 2021

Outline of Programs

See page 8 or go to
www.knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline

28

26

Tualatin River Watershed
Council
Oregon Department of
Forestry

Scott McEwan – TRWC, see page 1

Alternative Uses of
Forestland (besides
timber!)

TBA

Mike Cafferata - ODF - Fire. See
page 1
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Leadership Notes

Vic Herinckx

WCSWA leadership will be contemplating how and when we can start getting together again
outdoors in nature during our April Board meeting. Activities such as Potlucks, Tree Farmer of
the Year tours and Amy Grotta memorial events are all possibilities for the summer so
hopefully we will be able to get our community back together soon. I know many of you miss
the in-person events our chapter has regularly hosted in the past. If you have any feedback
related to in-person events or have some pent-up energy that could be directed toward
planning or hosting an event, please let any of the board members know.
OSWA has had a few personnel changes this year with the addition of new Executive Director
Amy Jahnke on February 1 and departure of Jeremy Felty on March 31. Jeremy was handling
a broad range of responsibilities including QuickBooks, Zoom meetings, website management,
membership database, and newsletters and his position is currently open. Both Amy and Jim
James are addressing inquiries from the membership, and the best contact methods are
through the office phone number at 503-588-1813 or by email at oswaadmin@oswa.org.
The first 70 degree day in late March or early April always seems to be a turning point – kids
playing outdoors, plants and trees contemplating budburst,
abundant possibilities of outdoor projects and activities.
Hopefully you have a long list of the latter and are able to
enjoy living and working in a “Nature Rich” environment. A
recent Wall Street Journal article touts the science proven
health benefits of both living and recreating in nature. This
canopy picture published with the article is loudly calling me
to spend some time outside. You can read all the details
here: https://on.wsj.com/31H3UnP.
Until next time, continue to stay safe!

The 1912 Douglas-fir Heredity Study: Lessons From a Century of
Experience
One of the first forest genetics studies in the United States was launched in 1912 in the Pacific
Northwest. Researchers at that time gathered Douglas-fir seeds from various locations in Oregon and
Washington, raised the seedlings in a nursery, and then transplanted them to places other than where
the seeds originated. The results had a wide-ranging impact, revealing a link between seed origin and
where the resulting seedlings were likely to thrive. These results led to the delineation of “seed zones,”
an essential set of guidelines used for decades in reforestation projects to ensure that newly planted
seedlings are suited to local conditions. However, as climates change, these guidelines may no longer
be as effective. Brad St. Clair with the USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station, and
colleagues revisited the 1912 study in search of clues to help guide tree planting into the future.
Applying new statistical tools to old data, the scientists found that temperature affected the survival of
trees planted in the 1912 study. Douglas-fir planted in areas where the temperature was about 4 ⁰F (2
⁰C) warmer or colder than where their seed originated did not survive as well as ones planted within
that temperature range. Results lead researchers to project that warmer temperatures will have a
negative effect on Douglas-fir, while planting seedlings in areas cooler than their native zone may help
forests thrive into the next century.
April, 2021
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Advertising Opportunity: The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 300 members and
friends of WCSWA. Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads.

ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE

INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP)

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum. Ad size: ___________________________
Enclosed is a check or money order for: 1 issue ___ 4 issues ___ 12 issues ___
Company_____________________________________________
Contact_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City/State/Zip___________________________________________
1/12
Phone________________________________________________
page
E-mail__________________________________________________
1/6 page
¼ page
Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to:
1/3 page
½ page
Bob Shumaker, 52490 NW Cedar Canyon Road, Banks, OR 97106
2/3 page
Thank you for supporting Washington County Small
Full
Woodlands Association!
page

1
issue
$20

4
issues
$40

12
issues
$100

30
40
50
75
100
150

60
80
100
150
200
300

150
200
250
375
500
750

Puzzled By What Species
That Tree or Shrub Is?
The Oregon State Extension
Service Publications Catalog ( a
great place to find wonderful and
helpful publications for small
woodlanders, by the way), has two
very useful guides to identifying
the native trees and shrubs in your
woodland:
Trees to Know in Oregon and
Washington
and
Shrubs to Know in Pacific
Northwest Forests
Both publications are written by
Edward C. Jensen, and emeritus
professor at the College of
Forestry, Oregon State University.
You can order these publications
(and many other useful guides,
how-to’s, and general knowledge
publications) online at
https://catalog.extension.oregonsta
te.edu/
You won’t regret visiting the site!
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________________________________________________________________

Forest-Climate Working Group Formed
The Forest-Climate Working Group (FCWG), formed in 2007, has 58 members, including forest
products companies (Weyerhaeuser, Hancock Natural Resource Group and others), associations (such
as the Society of American Foresters and the National Association of State Foresters), conservation
organizations (the Environmental Defense Fund, The Nature Conservancy), forest carbon project
managers (Finite Carbon, the Climate Trust), and other organizations. Recreational Equipment Inc.
(REI), the outdoor gear and clothing retailer, is a member.
The FCWG is guided by four key principles:
 Climate change is real, and forests must be part of our nation’s response.
 Keeping forests as forests is the foundation to all forest-climate solutions.
 Forests can do even more to slow climate change if we provide the right science and financial
incentives to help private forest owners and public land managers plant and re-plant forests,
and manage with an eye to carbon.
 Protecting forests from climate change is equally as important as trapping more carbon in
forests. Many forest resources could be lost to the stresses of climate change, and cutting edgescience has showed that US forests will lose their capacity to store carbon, and release lots of
carbon already stored, if we don’t help forests adapt.
The policy platform outlines four main goals:
1. Maintain and expand forest cover
2. Improve forest practices for carbon, adaptation, and resilience
3. Advance markets for forest carbon, forest products, and skilled labor
4. Enhance climate data and applied science
Continued on page 6
April, 2021
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FCWG continued from page 5
The platform also proposes five legislative actions to help accomplish the goals:
1. Create a new Forest Conservation Easement Program (FCEP) with mandatory funding at $100
million annually that is in addition to funds for existing agriculture and forest easement programs.
2. Pass the REPLANT Act, which would eliminate the cap on the Reforestation Trust Fund (RTF),
currently $30 million per year, and require the US Forest Service to address the 1.3-million acre
reforestation backlog within 10 years while ensuring the use of best forestry practices.
3. Establish a transferable tax credit to incentivize carbon sequestration in privately-owned forests, with
credits provided for increased carbon sequestration.
4. Create a new construction tax credit for building with materials with lower carbon footprint, with
safeguards to ensure positive outcomes for forests and the climate.
5. Strengthen the Forest Service’s Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Program by accelerating data
collection on the base grid to a 5-year re-measurement cycle nationwide, fully funded with federal
appropriations, and adding additional statistical research capacity

______________________________________________________
The Shifting Global Markets for Wood
China is the world’s largest importer of softwood and hardwood logs, and for many decades, Russia
has been a significant log supplier for them. This relationship may change in 2022 if Russia implements
their proposed ban on exports of softwood logs and valuable hardwood logs, while also introducing
export taxes on green lumber. All these policy changes are designed to encourage increased domestic
production of higher-valued forest products. The Russian parliament has not yet announced the final
legislative proclamation, so it is not clear if there will be a complete or phased-in ban, a significant
export tax, or even the possibility of a state-owned export monopoly. However, a signal has been sent
to the marketplace that Russia will no longer be a major supplier of softwood and hardwood logs. One
consequence of this decision is that Chinese wood manufacturers will need to explore new long-term
log supply regions.
In 2020, China imported almost 6.5 million m3 of logs from Russia, predominantly softwood species.
The trade was substantially less than in any year during the past two decades. Nevertheless, Russia
was still the largest supplier of hardwood logs to China in 2020 (more prominent than any other source
of temperate or tropical logs) and the third largest supplier of softwood logs. It is crucial to keep in mind
that China has shifted from sourcing logs from Russia to European suppliers the past few years as
insect-infested timber in Central Europe has been in temporary abundance. From 2018 to 2020,
softwood log imports from Europe increased from 1.3 million m3 to 12.3 million m3 , while Russiansupplied logs fell from 7.8 million m3 to 4.2 million m3 .
Global Markets continued on page 8
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.
Oregon State University Extension is continuing to work with the
Partnership for Forestry Education to continue the Tree School Online
webinar series to our Oregon forestry community.
Sign up for any of these classes which include FREE
Registration and Webinar description at
www.knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline.
Access previous webinars here, too. All webinars are from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
April 20: Trees on the Move - Migration of Tree Species in Response to Climate Change – Glen
Howe, OSU
May 4: Best Practices of Managing Slash Piles and Burning – Mike Cafferata, ODF, Rodney
Jacobs, Stimson Lumber
May 18: Managing Your Forest with Fire in Mind – Part 2. John Bailey, OSU
June 1: Into the Woods – Michael Ahr, W. Multnomah SWCD, and Peter Hayes, Build Local
Alliance
June 15: Forest Sustainability and Certification

The scientific mind does not so much provide the right answers as
ask the right questions
Claude Levi-Strauss
Anthropologist

April, 2021
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Global Markets, continued from page 6
However, shipments from Europe are not sustainable long-term. According to the just-released study
by the consulting firms Wood Resources International and O’Kelly Acumen (Russian Log Export Ban in
2022 - Implications for the Global Forest Industry), China is expected to source more sawlogs from
Oceania, Europe, and the US short-term. Longer-term, the study anticipates that China is likely to shift
further from importing logs to lumber, thus creating opportunities for lumber manufacturers, mainly in
Europe and Russia, to increase shipments to this growing market. The excerpt above is from the justreleased Focus Report “Russia Log Export Ban in 2022 – Implications to the Global Forest Industry”,
published by Wood Resources International LLC

Watch Where You Park!

April, 2021
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Tips for slash pile management
A new educational pamphlet for forest landowners details the best management practices for piling and
burning the woody debris, commonly known as “slash,” left after logging is done in northwest Oregon.
Produced by the Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) in collaboration with the Oregon
Department of Forestry, the Northwest Oregon Forest Protective Association and other partners, the
“Managing Logging Slash Piles in Northwest Oregon” pamphlet is now available to download or order
free of charge from OFRI’s main website, OregonForests.org. Commercial logging generates woody
debris such as tree limbs and tops. Effectively managing large quantities of slash can remove the
physical barriers to planting new trees that replace those that were logged, as well as reducing fire
hazards on the landscape.
“Managing Logging Slash Piles in Northwest Oregon” provides an overview of the practices and
methods for piling and burning woody material that’s not used for firewood or left in the forest to return
nutrients to the soil or provide wildlife habitat. The pamphlet focuses on the Douglas-fir and hemlock
forests that grow in northwest Oregon, where dry summers are followed by fall rainstorms and
east wind events, but the practices it outlines may apply across the state. Other contributors to the
development of the publication include the Oregon State University Forestry & Natural Resources
Extension program, Associated Oregon Loggers and Keep Oregon Green.

Did You Know?
Engineers at MIT have developed a water filter made from cross-sections of tree branches that can
filter bacteria from contaminated water. The filter takes advantage of the natural sieving abilities of
xylem -- thin, interconnected membranes found in the sapwood branches of pine, ginkgo and other
nonflowering trees. Researchers previously demonstrated the filtering capabilities of xylem crosssections in the lab, but in the latest study, the team of engineers wanted to test the technology in realworld situations.
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What early-budding trees tell us about genetics, climate change
One of the surest signs of spring is the vibrantly lime-green tinge trees develop as their buds open and tiny new
leaves unfurl. Bud-break is the scientific name for this process -- a straightforward term for the grand genetic
mechanism that allows trees to leaf out and do their summer work of photosynthesis to store up energy for the
coming winter. Bud-break is precluded by bud-set, which occurs in the autumn. After trees have dropped their
leaves and as the days shorten and grow colder, new buds grow on branches. Like many wildflowers, trees
require a period of dormancy at colder temperatures -- a process fine-tuned by evolution -- before bud-break can
occur. But as the changing climate becomes increasingly unpredictable, late frosts are more common -- and many
trees initiate bud-break too early or too late.
Victor Busov, professor in the College of Forest Resources and Environmental Science at Michigan Technological
University, along with colleagues in the U.S. and Sweden, published new research about the transcription factors
responsible for early bud-break in the journal Nature Communications. Transcription factors are genes that
regulate other genes by binding to DNA and giving activation instructions. The properties of transcription factors
help scientists determine what other genes might be involved in a particular process like starting bud-break.
Using poplar and flowering locust trees in the Michigan Tech greenhouses, the researchers mimicked the daylight
length and temperature of an average summer day for a period of time, followed by a period that mimicked
average winter days. Then, the scientists conducted gene expression analysis to determine how the transcription
factors worked together to help the trees judge when to put forth leaves in the greenhouse's artificial springtime.
Busov said the analysis reveals how particular genes activate through the season or in response to specific
environmental factors.
The climate has profound effects on the genetic processes that regulate bud-break. The first of these
effects is warming winters. In places that no longer experience enough cold, trees do not get the necessary
growth-resetting cold exposure.
The second way climate change affects trees is late frosts. Bud-break is all about timing; trees shouldn't initiate
leaf growth until the danger of frost is past. Instances of extremely late frost are becoming more common, and as
Busov notes, research indicates that the frequency of these events is increased by climate change.
"Late frost has detrimental effects, not only on fruit trees, resulting in crop loss, but also forest trees," Busov said.
"Frost negatively affects growth and inflicts injuries to growing organs, making trees susceptible to disease and
pests." To make matters worse, trees are such long-lived organisms that their evolution is not keeping pace with
the rate at which the climate is changing. "For trees, their adaption is generational -- but their generations are so
long, their adaptation is also so long," Busov said. "You need some way to speed this up, both in fruit trees and in
forest populations. With rapid changes, there is no time for this adaptation."
Devising new approaches for
accelerated tree adaptation to
climate change can ensure budbreak happens at precisely the
right time each spring. Using
their understanding of the genetic
pathways that control bud-break,
scientists hope to genetically
modify crops to adapt to warmer
winters and unpredictable frosts.
Scientists can also conduct
genome-assisted breeding – the
age-old process of natural selection,
with science-enabled knowledge.
Materials provided by Michigan
Technological University.
Original written by Kelley
Christensen.
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Tree Root Systems Adjust to Mechanical Forces
In response to mechanical forces, trees are constantly adjusting their root systems in a variety of ways
to enhance soil anchorage and to remain stable and upright. Forest Service research (Rocky Mountain
Research Station – Page Dumroese) focused on 32-year-old ponderosa pine trees growing in northern
Idaho answers some fundamental questions about how trees produce roots and remain stable and
upright in response to mechanical stresses. Using a combination of root excavation, root system
digitization, hand-sampling and analysis, and computer modeling to gain knowledge, researchers
determined that trees produce a “cage” of roots that provides most of the anchorage. They determined
trees deployed more roots, in terms of length and volume, in the downslope and windward directions,
that lateral roots can change growth direction in response to mechanical forces, and that new lateral
roots can arise anywhere and at any time on the existing root system in apparent response to variation
of mechanical forces. Finally, they noted the formation of compression wood, evident as eccentricity of
the annual growth rings; this eccentricity changes direction as the root grows from the taproot outward,
likely in response to changes in the distribution of mechanical forces occurring in the various zones of
the cage during tree development.

Greg Thompson 503-7100545
EXCAVATION & BRUSH MOWING

Trees can allocate more carbon to various positions
in their roots to counteract mechanical forces. The
result is a visible eccentricity of the annual rings
Photo credit: Kas Dumroese
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Backyard Excavating BlackBerries
Driveway Grading
Under Brush
Boulder Placement
Small Trees to 6” dbh
Landscape Demolition
Wetlands

www.Landshaperllc.com
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Potpourri
New Members: Welcome to Robert Ericsson of Banks ! We are here to help members achieve
their management goals. To get the most out of your membership, come to the meetings and tours
that are scheduled throughout the year. You’ll find many kindred spirits among our diverse
membership – and many opportunities to learn and share together! If you have any questions or need
Potpourri
help, contact any of the Directors, Officers, or Newsletter Editors listed on page 2 of this newsletter.
New Members: Welcome to Mary and James Barnhart of Portland. We are here to help members
Do you have
a copy of the updated
Edition
theofOFRI
Oregon’s
Protection
achieve
their management
goals. ToThird
get the
mostofout
your publication
membership,
come toForest
the meetings
and
Laws?
Every
forest
land
owner
should
have
a
copy!
Get
a
free
(shipping
free)
copy
from
tours that are scheduled throughout the year. You’ll find many kindred spirits among our diverse
https://oregonforests.org/node/549
membership
– and many opportunities to learn and share together! If you have any questions or need
help, contact any of the Directors, Officers, or Newsletter Editors listed on page 2 of this newsletter.
OSU Extension has published 3 pamphlets to help family forest owners find or hire professionals
including:
Do you have a copy of the updated Third Edition of the OFRI publication Oregon’s Forest Protection
Finding the right accountant/preparer https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9169
Laws? Every forest land owner should have a copy! Get a free (shipping free) copy from
Choosing the right logging contractor https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9170
https://oregonforests.org/node/549
Choosing the right chemical applicator https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9171
OSU Extension has published 3 pamphlets to help family forest owners find or hire professionals
Helpful Links:
including:
Finding
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics
read OSU Extension’s “Tree Topics” blog
the right accountant/preparer https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9169
Choosing
www.oregonwoodlandcooperative.com
learn about the Oregon Woodland Cooperative
the right logging contractor https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9170
Choosing
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation
the right chemical applicator https://catalog.extension.oregonstate/edu/em9171
 For E-Notification: : https://ferns.odf.state.or.us/E-Notification or visit an ODF Office
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