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Salvage in Santiam Canyon:  
Beachie Creek 

The Beachie Creek Fire, part of the Santiam Canyon fires 
around Labor Day, 2020 included State Forest, Federal Forest 
and private ownership.  One of the private pieces, 225 acres 
near Elkhorn, was an LLC owned by several families.  The 
families contracted with Mike Messier and Trout Mountain 
Forestry to help salvage and restore the devastation to almost 
all their 225 acres.   
The fire blew through at 70-100 mph, so fast that it did not 
reach the trees’ crown, but fried all the needles, killing the trees.  
All organic matter on the forest floor was consumed.  150 of the 
acres was mature forest (60-170 years old).  There was also 
some young reprod.  Mike explained the project’s strengths: 

• Nearly all acres were accessible by ground-based equipment 

• High quality logs, Douglas-fir and Hemlock.  Inside the burned bark, the wood was good 

• Landowners understood the need to move quickly  

• ODF was flexible with alternate plans for successful salvage and reforestation 

Challenges were: 

• Burned trees are a perishable product:  1-2 years 

• Santiam Canyon fires consumed almost 500,000 acres.  There would be a high demand for 

loggers plus log market saturation, so salvage must be ASAP giving little lead time for planning 

• Property had very little road infrastructure; none was rocked 

• Severe blowdown of trees                       see Salvage, page 6 

 

 

Re-Thinking Future Forests  
WCSWA Monthly Meeting, April 26, 7:00pm, North Plains, 30780 Highland Ct. 

 

Recent extremes of heat and drought have contributed to increasing incidence of decline in multiple 
tree species in Oregon. With climate extremes and climate change in mind, how can we adapt our 
forestry practices to establish and manage healthy forests?  
 
Glenn Ahrens, Extension Forester, Clackamas, Marion, and Hood River Counties, will discuss the 
science and practical considerations related to managing forests under a changing climate, with 
particular attention to forest regeneration practices.   
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Mike Messier explains the challenges 
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WCSWA Leadership 
President – Vic Herinckx, 503-645-9434 
Vice-President – Barrett Brown, 503-647-6499 
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825  

   
Board of Directors: 

Pos. #1:  Kathy Brock, 503-702-7620 
Pos. #2:  Marc Ahrendt, 503—928-2083  
Pos. #3: Susan Schmidlin, 503-429-7861  
Pos. #4: Tony Spiering, 503-680-8112      
Pos. #5:  Cathy Dummer, 503-703-6573  

   Pos. #6:  Kent Grewe 503-701-2087 

Legislative Committee Chair: Scott Hayes 503-568-9999   

Membership Committee:  WCSWA Board members 

Program Committee: John and Cathy Dummer – 503-970-8789, Bill Triest – 

503-705-5833, Tony Spiering – 503-680-8112 
 
Tualatin River Watershed Council Representatives: Tom Nygren, primary, 503-628-5472, Eric Chambers, 
alternate, 503-647-2458 
  
EMAIL FOR ANYONE ON THIS PAGE:  washcosmallwoodlandsassoc@gmail.com   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Event Calendar 

 

April 26 WCSWA Monthly meeting: 
Re-Thinking Future Forests 

30780 NW Highland Ct. N. Plains 
7:00pm.  Glenn Ahrens, OSU 
Extension Forester, Clackamas, 
Marion, and Hood River Counties 
 

May 14 
 
 
24 

Meet the Mason Bees 
 
 
WCSWA Potluck 

WCMGA Education Garden at 
PCC Rock Creek, see page 8 
 
30780 NW Highland Ct. N. Plains 
5:00pm – 7:30pm. See page 9 
 

June, 
2022 

23-25 OSWA-OTFS Annual Family 
Forest Convention 

Benton County Fairgrounds:  
More information and registration 
coming soon from OSWA (see 
teaser page 3) 
 

July TBD 2021 TFOY Tour and Picnic Lee and Nancy O’Banion’s tree 
farm in Gales Creek (see article 
pg. 7).  Exact date coming soon. 

WCSWA Website 
www.new.wcswa.com 
Website Manager: Michael Morgan 
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for web 
postings and information.  
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmall
WoodlandsAssociation  
 

Forest Forum Newsletter 
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie 
Shumaker 
503-628-5472 and 503-324-7825 
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan 
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder 

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post 
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472. Got a 
tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for tools, equipment, property, or materials? 
You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum.  (3 month limit) 

 
For Sale: No new items. 
Wanted:  No new items.                                                    
                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wanted:     Looking for Massey-Ferguson165 diesel tractor steering box. Also need dry 
firewood (Scholls area). Contact Mike at 503-628-3631 
 
 

                                
 

mailto:washcosmallwoodlandsassoc@gmail.com
http://www.new.wcswa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation
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Leadership Notes                      Vic Herinckx 

 
It’s tough to see so many 25-year-olds dying.  No, not the human type – more like Douglas-fir planted 
with solid survival in good, productive soil.  Why are they dying?  Maybe a little drought stress, but 
mostly because the stand is moving up the relative density chart where biological losers are starting to 
appear in the form of suppressed 5”-6” DBH trees.  Hopefully you don’t have a patch like this, but if you 
do it might be time for a firewood or pre-commercial thinning.  One of my favorite topics during Master 
Woodland Manager training was silviculture and stand density.  If you are new to these concepts, or 
just want to see where one of your stands lands on the chart find a good overview here: 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9206/html. 
 
Great to see the social engagement and quality of the presentations at our last 2 in-person program 
meetings.  Every one of these has little nuggets of wisdom straight from the experts, and Mike Messier 
was no exception.  His recommendation for replanting this 225-acre salvage parcel was 300 trees per 
acre (TPA), quite a bit lower than the traditional 400 TPA.  At 300 TPA with good site prep, seedlings 
and survival the condition I described above is unlikely.  Instead, the landowner could anticipate a first 
thinning to be commercial when the trees are in the 11” DBH range. 
 

Until next time continue to stay safe! 

2022 Oregon Family Forest Convention 
Under The Big Tent: 

Connecting Through Our Forests 
 

The following is from Benton County’s quarterly newsletter.  OSWA will send full info & registration. 
 
Under the big tent is where you will find Tree Farmers June 23-25 as OSWA & OTFS celebrate at the 
Benton County Event Center & Fairgrounds in Corvallis. 
 
Eating, drinking, & socializing will occur primarily under the Big Tent. Exhibitors will also be in the Big 
Tent. Guerber Hall and the Auditorium are large and well ventilated with plenty of space to spread out 
if COVID circles back in June. We plan a safe experience for all. 
 
Thursday June 23 

Morning: Business Meeting: Guerber Hall – everyone invited 
 

Afternoon Tours: choose between 

• Finley National Wildlife Refuge 

• Site Prep, Reforestation, and Fire: Starker Forests 

• Hull-Oakes Lumber  

Evening: Convention Social in the Big Tent 
 
Friday, June 24 All day: Big Tent & Auditorium – Lots of interesting and informative sessions 
Evening: Awards Banquet 
 
Saturday Morning 2021 Oregon Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Tour  
Crestmont Farm Family with Ed Easterling and his team show how they integrate timber production 
and habitat management. 
 
 
 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9206/html
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Advertising Opportunity: The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 300 members and 

friends of WCSWA. Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads. ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE 

INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP) 

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum.  Ad size: ___________________________ 
Enclosed is a check or money order for:  1 issue ___   4 issues ___  12 issues ___ 
Company_____________________________________________ 
Contact_______________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip___________________________________________ 
Phone________________________________________________ 
E-mail__________________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to: 

Bob Shumaker, 52490 NW Cedar Canyon Road, Banks, OR 97106 

Thank you for supporting Washington County Small             

Woodlands Association! 

 

 
 

1 
issue 

4 
issues 

12 
issues 

1/12 
page 

$20 $40 $100 

1/6 page   30   60 150 

¼ page   40   80 200 

1/3 page   50   100 250 

½ page   75  150 375 

2/3 page   100  200 500 

Full 
page 

150  300 750 

The Next Generation 
Scott Dane, Exec. Dir. American Loggers Council, published in “Logger’s World,” April, 2022 

 

It is said that “The one who plants trees, knowing that he will never sit in their shade, has at least 
started to understand the meaning of life.”   
 

America’s “Conservation” President and founder of the U.S. Forest Service, Teddy Roosevelt, gave a 
speech “The Man in The Arena” where he said, “It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points 
out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better.  The credit 
belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; 
who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without 
error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasm, the 
great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of 
high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place 
shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.” 
 

Ronald Reagan gave his famous freedom speech which stated: “Freedom is never more than one 
generation away from extinction.  We didn’t pass it to our children in the bloodstream.  It must be fought 
for, protected and handed on for them to do the same.” 
 
I say: “The logging industry is never more than one generation away from extinction.  There may be 
sawdust in your bloodstream passed on from generation to generation, but if you don’t fight for it, 
protect it and hand it on to them as the generation before you did, you will spend your sunset years 
telling your children what it was once like in the woods where men worked hard and proud to keep the 
forest healthy.  I want to challenge the next generation to step up, to be the man in the arena.  To quell 
the storm and ride the thunder that challenges the timber industry.  To be the strong man that stumbles 
and not the cold and timid soul who neither knows victory or defeat.” 

 

 

“The clearest way into 
the universe is through 
a forest wilderness.” 

John Muir 
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Forestry for the Birds 

The Forestry for the Birds program 
provides foresters and landowners the 
tools and benefits of managing forests 
with bird habitat in mind.  

Essentially, the program lets birds tell 
the story about how forests can benefit 
from thoughtful management, engaging 
woodland owners to take steps to further 
support forest health on their property.  

Maura Olivos, PNW Region Coordinator, 
The Forest Stewards Guild, will be our 
speaker at the May 24 Potluck (see 
page 9).  She will give a little 
background of the Forestry for the 
Birds program across the country and 
the new guide in development, soon to 
be released for Western Oregon.  
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Salvage, continued from page 1 

Local mills were not familiar with using burned logs and were 
extremely reluctant at first.  Waste couldn’t be sold (paper 
markets can’t use charcoal specks in product).  Mike finally 
found a mill, but product was cut off May, 2021. 

Close-by rock was in short supply and expensive ($350/load).  
Luckily the site is rocky and R&L Construction identified a rock 
formation on the property and blasted enough rock for roads.  
Estimated cost for drilling, blasting, crushing and loading rock 
was $200/load, a significant saving.   

After the salvage: 

There was some slash burning, but most was left scattered as 
organic matter that would help seedlings.  Vegetation recovery 
within one month showed some fern and vine maple.  By 
spring 2021, there were trillium, fawn lily and oxalis. By summer there were weeds and fireweed. 

Reforestation – 2022-23: 
Began in 2022 and will be done in two stages.  It includes Douglas-fir and grand fir plugs, plus cedar 
and pine planted at 300 trees per acre. 
 
Final figures over 10-month period; 
4.6 million board feet sold, 996 log truck loads. 
1.7 miles road construction using 6,000 cubic yards of rock, 600 dump truck loads. 
60,000 seedlings will be planted over 2 seasons. 30,000 were planted in January, 2022. 

Mike Messier with his son Miles surveying 
the project 
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2021 Tree Farmers of the Year! 
 

A lot of things got off course during the 
pandemic. One of these was the 
announcement of the 2021 Tree Farmers of 
the year from Washington County.  We are 
now happy to announce that Lee and Nancy 
O’Banion have received this honor. 
 

Lee and Nancy purchased 40 acres on the 
Old Wilson River Road in Gales Creek in 
1975.  They are the second owners of the 
property.  Lee and Nancy replanted logged 
over sections in 1976, and they had their first 
commercial thinning in 2019.   
 

Along the way they restored the original 
house, raised two boys, fenced some of the 
property and raised a variety of animals.  
 

Lee taught English at Forest Grove High 
School and Nancy taught 4th grade at 
Brookwood Elementary in Hillsboro.  Both are 
now retired.  They are trying to infect their one 
grandchild with the love of the land. 
 

The O’Banions will be introduced at the 
WCSWA Potluck, May 24 (see article page 9).  
A July tour and picnic date will be announced 
soon. 
 



April, 2022                                                       8 

 
                                

 

         
 
 

Greg Thompson 503-710-0545 
EXCAVATION &  BRUSH MOWING 

Backyard Excavating     BlackBerries 

Driveway Grading           Under Brush 

Boulder Placement        Small Trees to 6” dbh 

Landscape Demolition       Wetlands 

www.Landshaperllc.com 
 
               

 

 
Meet the Mason Bees... 

and some of their closest friends!  
 

Sponsored by Washington County Master Gardeners 

 
Saturday, May 14 • 1 - 4pm  

WCMGA Education Garden at PCC Rock Creek 
17705 NW Springville Road • Portland 97225  

Fun for the whole family • Hands on activities • 
Live display 

 

The Washington County Master Gardener™ 

Association (WCMGA) sponsors a wide variety 

of gardening–related demonstrations, lectures, 

seminars and workshops in various Washington 

County Oregon locations. Most of our events are 

free and open to the public. 

 

The WCMGA is a 501c3 nonprofit supported by 

hundreds of volunteers, who work to educate the 

public about sustainable, affordable gardening.  
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Annual WCSWA Potluck, May 24, 2022 
 

Location:  Building A (Same location as Plant Sale), 30780 NW Highland Court, North Plains 
  
Parking:  Front and sides of building, plus additional parking in back parking lot 
 

Agenda: 

• 5 to 6 pm Arrival and Socialize 

• 6 to 7 pm Potluck Meal 
• 6:45 to 7:30 Speaker and Presentation  

 

What to bring:  
This will be an old-fashioned Pot-luck with no main dish 
provided. Always lots of choices! 
WCSWA will furnish soda, water, and coffee. Other 
Beverages at your option. 

 

Presentation: 

• Introduction of 2021 TFOY, Lee and Nancy 

O’Banion 

• Forestry for the Birds, presented by Maura Olivos, 

(see page 5)  

Looking forward to a good time with friends, food, and a lively discussion with our presentation. 
        

Varied Thrush 
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Plant Sale Volunteers, “Thank You.”  
by Beth Adams  

"We'll never be the same again." 
From tables overflowing with native plants and trees, to 
SOLD OUT in less than 5 hours, success!   
Every tree, every shrub sold. No re-stocking fee at the 
nursery!   
 

With only a flat and a 
half of tiny swamp 
onions & and fool's 
onions remaining, we shut doors early. 
Customers said, "Next year I'll come earlier."  Little did they 
know that over 60 people were lined up before doors opened at 
9 a.m.  
  
Thanks to those who helped plan, prepare, set up, and 
sell.  Thanks to those who brought spouses or helpers, a 
welcomed surprise.  
 

Thanks to those who magically appeared at closing to 
help disassemble tables, carry, and sweep. You made 
everything look 
easy.  
 

For the use of the 
large warehouse venue--wow!  Thank you, Tony and Mary 
Spiering. 
  
We probably missed thanking some of you who showed up 
to help, but know we appreciate every volunteer, and look 

forward to seeing 
you again soon.  
The Washington 
County Small Woodlands Association native plant sale 
committee is overjoyed. They 
are Bonnie Shumaker, Bernadette Strand, Mary Spiering, Kathy 
Brock, Beth Adams.  
 
 
We had a record number of volunteers, too.  Thank you to the 

following: 

 
Beth Adams   
Dallas Boge 
Kathy Brock   
Philip Curtis 
Gordon Dana 
Cathy Dummer  
John Dummer 
Bob Gutmann 
 

Carol Gutmann 
Richard Hanschu 
Anne Hanschu 
Lynn Harrel 
Steve Harrel 
Janice Harris 
Linda Hume 
Ron Larson 
Pat Nygren 

Tom Nygren 
April Olbrich 
Salina Paktipatt 
Judy Pond 
Chuck Price 
Dave Rabon 
Susan Schmidlin   
Bob Shumaker 
Bonnie Shumaker    

Mary Spiering   
Tony Spiering 
Bernadette Strand 
Mike Strand 
Richard Vireday 
Vic Herinckx 

 

People lining up before doors opened 

Vic and North Plains Mayor             
Teri Lenahan 

Happy customers and volunteers 

Beautiful plants, well displayed 
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Freres Lumber Co. Mass Timber will be used in a 10-story building that will 
be tested on a shake table 

KOIN, By Amanda Arden, March 1, 2022 

PORTLAND, Ore. (KOIN) – A Lyons-based lumber company is providing 
wood materials to a large-scale university research project that aims to 
prove tall timber buildings can be resilient to earthquakes.  

The Natural Hazards Engineering Research Infrastructure (NHERI) 
TallWood project began in 2016. The following year, 
researchers performed a shake table test at the University of California 
San Diego on a two-story mass timber building structure to see how it 
fared when faced with earthquake-like tremors.  

Now, five years after that test, the project is set to perform shake table 
testing of a full-scale, 10-story, mass timber building. Researchers hope 
their studies will help advocate for novel construction methods that result 
in safe, more earthquake-resilient building designs.  

Freres Lumber Co., which has locations in Lyons and Mill City, 
manufactures its own mass timber product, called Mass Ply Panels. Tyler 
Freres, vice president of sales, said they’re the only company in the world 
that’s making this particular product right now and it will be used in the 
NHERI TallWood project for the building’s vertical walls.  

Metal cables will run along the mass timber walls and they’ll be held together with seismic restraining 
elements. Freres said the engineers believe that at the end of the test on the shake table, the wood panels 
should be completely fine and all that might need to be replaced are the seismic restraining elements. “The 
entire goal of using wood for seismically resilient structures is that not only will the building survive 
afterward, but it can absolutely be habitable again,” Freres said. He said if a building made from wooden 
mass timber products shifts, it can be repaired, recentered and stood upright again when the seismic 
restraining elements are reintroduced and reinstalled in the building.  

Freres said the number one thing his company hopes this research discovers is an “R value” for the building, 
which is essentially the reactivity of the building to a seismic event. He said a number like that doesn’t exist 
right now for wood. It could help them determine how much more rigid the structure needs to be. He also 
said research could help improve design codes and construction standards and methods.  

Freres also said that if researchers can find a way to build a structure out of wood that will remain habitable 
after a seismic event, it will be a “game changer” for the industry. He said it would prove that investments 
and insurance dollars wouldn’t be lost on wooden buildings.  

Already, Freres Lumber is providing mass timber material for large buildings, including the wooden roof 
project at the Portland International Airport. The airport’s new main terminal roof is designed to flex and 
withstand a Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake.   

The foundation and shake table pad are now being built at the University of California San Diego. 
Structural construction is scheduled to begin in mid-April and testing will take place between September 
2022 and mid-January 2023. Freres Lumber said at the end of the testing at UCSD, Oregon State 
University will perform additional studies using four stories of the original structure on its own shake 
table. The research is supported by grants from the National Science Foundation.   

http://nheritallwood.mines.edu/index.html
http://nheritallwood.mines.edu/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvHt5Ine1L4&list=PLKIVT1DxTn-3MqzcryrJLPOGhL-HPJYvK&index=13&ab_channel=LingPee
https://frereslumber.com/
https://www.koin.com/local/multnomah-county/portland-airport-crafts-wooden-roof-part-of-2b-expansion/
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Potpourri 
New Members: Welcome to our new members: Natasha Goldie of Gales Creek; Jeanne Levy of 
Hillsboro; Josh Miller of Longview, WA; Keith Vitko of Beaverton and Tee and Laurie Yin of 
Cornelius. We are here to help members achieve their management goals. To get the most out of your 
membership, come to the meetings and tours that are scheduled throughout the year. You’ll find many 
kindred spirits among our diverse membership – and many opportunities to learn and share together! 
If you have any questions or need help, contact any of the leadership listed on page 2. 
 

Tree School Online:  https://extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/tree-school-online  
 

2022 Starker Lecture Series:  Women of Forestry: Inspiring Leadership, April 20 and May 10 

registration required:  https://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/starker-lectures 

Stay Up-to-date on the Forest Practices Act Requirements 
Get a free copy (shipping free) of the updated third edition of Oregon’s Forest Protection Laws from 
https://oregonforests.org/node/549 
 

Recommended Fire-safe Brochures:                             
NFPA - Preparing homes for wildfire (Home Ignition Zone)                              
Defensible Space - Ready for Wildfire (Defensible Space)  
FireWise: Living With Fire | OSU Extension Service (oregonstate.edu) 
Fire-Resistant Plants for Home Landscapes | OSU Extension Catalog | Oregon State University  
 
Helpful Links: 

• http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics  read OSU Extension’s “Tree Topics” blog 

• www.oregonwoodlandcooperative.com   learn about the Oregon Woodland Cooperative  

• https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation 

• For E-Notification: :  https://ferns.odf.state.or.us/E-Notification or visit an ODF Office 
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