Forest Forum
Washington County Small
Woodlands Association

June, 2007
WCSWA Tour

bbb
Van
Loo Sawmill - June 19th

The WCSWA summer tour season will begin
on Tuesday, June 19th, at the Van Loo
Mill. Members can arrive from 5:30 PM, with
the program to commence at 6 PM. Jim Van
Loo and Ralph Raines, Jr, will be our hosts.

Magness Tree Farm – An
Outdoor Learning
Laboratory

The Van Loo sawmill is a small mill,
reminiscent of the type of sawmill which once
flourished in the Pacific Northwest. The nature
of markets for commodity lumber – and the
capture of those markets by large industrial
forestry organizations – has led to small,
usually family owned sawmills (and more
recently, portable mills) finding a different
niche in the forest products industry.
From the junction of Highway 6 (Wilson River
highway) and Highway 8 (Gales Creek
highway) go about 3/4 mile west (toward
Tillamook) until you come to the Shell service
station on the left. At the west end of the
blacktop, turn left onto the driveway and go
past the house and shop until you reach the
mill yard. There is parking available around
the mill, which is visible from the highway.
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Rick Zenn (above) education director at the
World Forestry Center, led WCSWA
members on an educational tour through the
Magness Tree Farm east of Newberg on
May 22nd. The Tree Farm, which is an
“outdoor education laboratory” for the World
Forestry Center, hosted WCSWA at a
potluck meeting.
Following the usual exceptional feast that
typifies WCSWA potlucks, members
followed Rick around some of the trails that
wind through the Tree Farm. The trails are
designed to highlight different forest
conditions, and a range of forestry
operations. Stops along the way provide the
opportunity to discuss how people perceive
what they see, and inform them about the
science behind forestry activities.
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Notes from the President

by Dallas Boge

Last month, Sharon and I and eleven others from Washington and Columbia counties started our
collective journeys to become Master Woodland Managers. By the time that you read this, two
weekend sessions will be behind us and we will be on summer recess. If all goes well, we will finish
by the end of the year.
Each of us in the class has varied amounts of exposure to woodland knowledge. Many times this
leaves unknown and unexpected gaps in overall knowledge. What I hope to take away from class is
a better overall comprehension of forestry in general and the ability to help other woodland owners
better manage their properties. Each of us comes away from class with the obligation to volunteer
80 hours of time helping other woodland owners. This in itself becomes an adventure, like working
at the booth at the Oregon State fair. You never know what someone will ask you, it becomes a
challenging learning opportunity for each of us.
Several months ago I reported that we had received a long-term loan of a portable toilet. At the
time, I could not reveal the identity of the one loaning it. Our non-profit status limits our political
activity. At the time, Kevin Van Dyke was running for re-election as a board member of the Forest
Grove Rural Fire Board. Even though he was running unopposed for a non-partisan position, there
was no reason to take a chance to jeopardize our status. Thanks Kevin!
Last month the last of our blow down from the December storm left on a log truck. Now the cleanup
starts. Windstorms never harvest where we would have planned, leaving a mess where it is not
wanted. I know from talking to many of you that we are all in the same boat, some more than
others. That’s all for now.

Dallas

“I’ll Salute That!”
Is It A Bird? Is It a Plane? Is It…..?

Dirk and Liz Jacob’s son enjoyed the
Magness tour too!

Dallas Boge and other WCSWA members observing some
interesting tree crowns on the tour of Magness Tree Farm
June 2007
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WCSWA Leadership
President – Dallas Boge; 503-357-7688
Vice-President – Mel Mortensen; 503-647-0804
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825
Board of Directors:
Dick Courter; 503-297-1660
Art Dummer; 503-357-4258
Mel Mortensen; 503- 647-0804
Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472
Neil Schroeder; 503-628-2344
Wendell Walker, 503-353-0328
Legislative Committee Chair:
Ron Larson; 503-775-3223

WCSWA Website
www.wcswa.org
Website Manager: Kathy Scott
Contact Tom Nygren for web postings
and information.

Forest Forum Newsletter
Editor: Tom Nygren
503-628-5472
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren,
503-628-5472. Got a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking
for tools, equipment, property, or materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum.
Another way for tree farmers to help each other! (3 month limit)

For Sale: Shindaiwa brush cutter C-35 with 8 inch circular chain saw teeth blade. Will cut
scotch broom and vine maple up to 3 inches in diameter. Comes with shoulder
harness. Re-built carburetor, new fuel line and filter, and cutter head guard. Runs
good. Replacement cost $499; my price to you $325. John Helmer, 503.222.4614
For Sale: Utility Poles, new, treated and ready to put into the ground. Two 45 foot poles
and two 40 foot poles. Asking price is $250.00 each. Call 503-357-2551, or email at netvetrdh@gmail.com
Wanted: Stihl chainsaw, Model 036/360 or larger. Will consider any and all. Also need
parts for two of our older ones that accidentally got in the way of the truck! Call
Don or Steve at 503-357-2942.

Event Calendar
June

19 Van Loo Sawmill tour – 5:30 p.m., Banks area. See page 1.
22-23 Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree Association Summer Meeting and Tour
Embassy Suites, Portland Airport. Contact PNWCTA at 503.364.2942 for information

July

7 Oregon Tree Farm Annual Tour at Ken and Karin Faulks.
28 WCSWA Tree Farmer of the Year tour, at the Dirk and Liz Jacobs tree farm, in the
Gales Creek area.

August

18 Tree Farm Tour, Jim Brown’s tree farm near the Washington-Yamhill County border

September

15 Log Scaling and Bucking – Common Mistakes – Log roll-out at Stimson Mill, with
instruction by Tom St. Laurent of Yamhill Scaling Bureau. 9:30 a.m.

October

23 WCSWA Monthly Meeting – VARPLOT, timber cruising software – Steve Bowers, the
“Tree Man”.

November

13 WCSWA Annual Meeting - speaker, Martin Goebel, president of Sustainable Northwest

December

June 2007

No scheduled meeting
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Oregon Chain ad
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Top Ten Issues and Their Solutions (from the April Family Forest Symposium)
The following issues and their solutions were developed by small groups of those attending the
Symposium:
Numbers 1 & 2: Family forestland owners are not being recognized and compensated for their
contributions to the rest of Oregon’s population. Solutions included financial and other
incentives for conservation practices that exceed legal requirements and provide water, wildlife,
scenic, or other public benefits.
Number 3: Intergenerational transfer. Solutions included tools to increase profitability,
education, and technical assistance.
Number 4: Conflict of values: Solutions included public education and outreach, using tours,
youth opportunities, and helping “new neighbors” understand rural realities and values.
Number 5: Global climate change: Solution is to embrace new tools for new times, including
making connections with other society segments to create synergy and opportunities for
markets and economic opportunities.
Number 6: Stewardship and sustainability messages not effective. Solution is to improve
delivery through coalition building, focused messages, especially to intergenerational
succession and value transference.
Number 7: Economic challenges of family forestland owners. Solution – local lumber for local
projects.
Number 8: Engaging the wider community of family forestland owners. Solution is to reach out
to and educate the uninvolved family forestland owners through their family forestland owner
neighbors, develop partnerships with community leaders to enlist their help, and provide a
broad-based education effort to increase knowledge about the value of managing forests.
Number 9: Viability of family forestlands. Solution – establish a green-credit forest fund to
provide payments for conservation easements on family forestlands that provide public benefit.
Funding would come from development charges or “green” payment from consumers.
Number 10: Viability of family forestlands, values conflict with urban neighbors, and unpaid
services. Solution – create a multilevel set of performance standards to enhance current single
level Forest Practices Act, based on on-the-ground performance.
Advertising Opportunity:
The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members and friends of WCSWA. Advertisers
receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads.

ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP)
YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum. Ad size: ___________________________
Enclosed is a check or money order for: 1 issue ___ 4 issues ___ 12 issues ___
Company_____________________________________________
Contact_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City/State/Zip___________________________________________
Phone________________________________________________
Fax__________________________________________________
Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to:

Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR
97117

1/12
page
1/6 page
¼ page
1/3 page
½ page
2/3 page
Full
page

1
issue
$15

4
issues
$30

12
issues
$75

25
35
45
65
86
125

50
70
90
130
170
250

125
175
225
325
425
625

Thank you for supporting Washington County Small Woodlands Association!
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Shindaiwa ad
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Tree Talk

by Bonnie Shumaker

Bob and I just finished hosting a field trip for 75 second graders from Banks Elementary School.
We did this with the help of five other WCSWA members and we had a grand time. We have
done this before as a progressive field trip with Lyal and Sandy Purinton’s tree farm. We
revised it this year to include just our farm as two farms in one day proved a bit hectic.
What was timely about the need for revision was the talk that Rick Zenn gave at the May
WCSWA meeting at Magness Tree Farm. I believe Rick said that the Magness Tree Farm
hosts 17,000 visitors each year, many of them school groups. The challenge is teaching
everything you want while having the tour be a pleasant memorable experience. Rick gave us
each a handout that showed the steps to “Learning with the Forest”. This was based on
research in Norway. What it emphasizes it that before any learning can be done, the children
have to learn to enjoy the outdoors and experience and observe nature. Only then can they
begin to understand the rest. The “pedagogical stairs” are shown below. There is a website
www.skogkurs.no/lms as well.
Be responsible for the future
Make decisions on environmental issues
Understand the interplay of humans and nature
Understand the ecological web
Experience and observe nature
Learn to enjoy the outdoors

What it meant to us as we revised the booklet that the children use as they progress to seven
stations around the farm is that first of all they shouldn’t be rushed. Group leaders and
chaperones were told that it’s okay to go off the trail, pick leaves or cones and go at their own
pace. We had strategically placed ribbons at which the hurry-up types waited while the others
caught up. The wording in the booklet changed from facts to “what do you think” and “what do
you feel.” We were always happy to answer questions, but we didn’t try to stuff in so much.
FUN was the focus. Even in Banks, there were some kids who had never been in a forest. We
hoped they learned to enjoy, experience and observe nature and will remember this enjoyment
when the next forest learning takes place.
Students and Teachers
learn about living
creatures at the pond –
newts, dragonflies, redwinged blackbirds – and
even a garter snake!
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Regional Rural Property Specialists
Investments • Acquisitions • Exchanges • Sales
Direct Inquiries to:
Jeff Campbell, Principal Broker*
Mobile 503-957-7025
* Licensed broker in both Oregon and Washington
Office Phone (503)542-0095

Gerald Hiebert, Broker
Mobile 503-551-5300 (Salem)
Office Fax: (503) 542-0067

Please visit our website: www.ruralpropertyinvestments.com

Making Lemonade Out of Lemons? An Artists Instinct +
Creative Marketing An Economic Opportunity!

Driftwood – or a crooked limb, unusual stump, or other
piece of natural woody material – may be waiting to be
converted to meet a consumer niche market.

__________________________________________

CREATIVE FORESTRY
WARREN TAUSCH, CERTIFIED FORESTER

SPECIALIZING IN PARTNERSHIPS

• WITH YOU, THE FOREST OWNER, SEEKING
CREATIVE APPROACHES TO YOUNG STAND MANAGEMENT
• WITH NATURE, IN THE ONGOING CREATION AND
EVOLUTION OF A HEALTHY, DIVERSE FOREST!
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION! CALL WARREN AT 503-481-1921.
VISIT MY WEBSITE AT www.tauschforestconsulting.com
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Website Contributions Needed
The re-vitalized WCSWA website
(www.wcswa.org) is up and running, but needs
your help to ensure the content is current and
interesting. Pictures of your tree farm and tree farm
activities, references to useful information, and
other information that you’d like to share with other
tree farmers – or the people who just “check in” to
see what a tree farm is!

Log Donations Needed for upper West Fork Dairy Creek restoration
project
The Tualatin River Watershed Council is working with Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department and a private landowner on a restoration project on upper West Fork Dairy Creek.
The project includes removing fill and two culverts for road crossings (made obsolete because
of installation of two bridges) located in the new L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park and placing logs
in over a mile of stream located both on park and private property. This work will be performed
after permits are obtained, probably in September 2007. The new park is located near Highway
47 and is opening this summer.
We need to obtain a large number of logs (238) to place in the stream. We are looking for
Douglas fir, grand fir, or hemlock logs of 60 cubic feet (bole only, 18” large end and 15” small
end, 40 feet log). They do not need to be high quality; large limbs and curved boles don’t
influence their usefulness in the stream. These logs will be placed to help create resting pools
and in-stream habitat for native winter steelhead trout and cutthroat trout. Additional wood will
be recruited into the stream as it ages.
You may have several downed logs on your property from storms over the past year. If you
would like to make a donation of these logs (the Council is a non-profit organization with 501(c)
3 status), please contact us - April Olbrich, Council Coordinator, 503-846-4810,
trwc@easystreet.com or Tom Nygren, WCSWA representative, 503-628-5472,
tnygren@juno.com. The Council will work on ways to load and transport the logs to the
restoration site.
June 2007
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A reminder about
farm/ranch insurance.
A roll up your
sleeves reminder.
Whether you’re on a
15,000-acre ranch or
a small hobby farm, your
insurance should work as
hard as you do. Call today
for a free, no-obligation look
at getting it all covered—
home, buildings, livestock,
machinery and liability. So
you can check it off your
list, and off your mind.

Larry Thompson Agency, Inc.
15455 NW Greenbrier Parkway
Beaverton, OR 97006
(503) 924-2200 Bus
(503) 924-2202 Fax

American Family Mutual Insurance
Company and its Subsidiaries
Home Office – Madison, WI 53783
www.amfam.com
© 2006 002059 – 1/06
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Land Surveying Planning Engineering Water Rights Forestry

Tel. (503) 357-5717
FAX (503) 357-5698
3012-A Pacific Ave.

Forest Grove
Serving small timberland owners in Oregon since 1968
Timber Sale Management - Timber Cruising and Appraisal –
Land Use Planning For Rural Parcels – Fish presence/Absence
Surveys. We are proud of our client relationships and would
enjoy the opportunity to provide you with quality service.

Forests on the Edge: Housing
Development on America's Private
Forests
The private working land base of America's
forests is being converted to developed uses,
with implications for the condition and
management of affected private forests and
the watersheds in which they occur. The
Forests on the Edge project seeks to improve
understanding of the processes and
thresholds associated with increases in
housing density in private forests and likely
effects on the contributions of those forests
to timber, wildlife, and water resources.
Available at
http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/pnw_gtr636.pdf
OR
http://www.forestrycenter.org/library.cfm?refid
=96950

Check It Out – Should Log Sort Yards Be In Our Future?
The U.S. Forest Service research report “Review of Log Sort Yards”, by Rusty Dramm, et al
provides a general overview of current log sort yard operations in the United States,
including an extensive literature review and information collected during on-site visits to
several operations throughout the nation. Log sort yards provide many services in marketing
wood and fiber by concentrating, merchandising, processing, sorting, and adding value to
logs. Such operations supply forest products firms with desired raw materials, which helps
improve their bottom line by reducing the number of marginal logs processed. Ultimately,
sorting logs leads to better use of the available timber resources. Successful log sort yards
are self-sufficient and have well-established markets and a steady supply of wood. Log sort
yard concepts and analyses described in this report have broad applications.
PDF (937 KB)
http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/fplgtr/fplgtr132.pdf
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Potpourri
Follow-up: WCSWA-THPRD Oak Restoration Partnership Julie Reilly, Natural Resource
Specialist with THPRD, provides an update (April, 2007 Forest Forum). “Tualatin Hills Park and
Recreation District was awarded a $17,000 grant for oak restoration at the Nature Park! This will
allow us to save some really big oak trees on the north side of the park and in another area on the
south near to a perched wetland. Thank you so much for the support of the Washington County
Small Woodlands Association during the grant application process. I'm working now to assess
threats to the oak trees in the two restoration areas. One area is still closed to the public and to
volunteers from winter storm damage, but the other site is extensive and open.” The future role of
WCSWA in the project will be determined by discussions with Julie and THPRD, but will likely
include advice and counsel, as well as on the ground help by volunteers. If you are interested in
participating in this project, please let Dallas Boge or any of the officers and directors know.

Tree Farmer of the Year Picnic

Join us Saturday, July 28 for a tour of Liz & Dirk Jacobs’ tree farm off Hwy 6 near Gales Creek.
See what the Jacobs have done to convert an overly dense stand of trees (up to 1200 trees per
acre) to a healthier, less fire prone forest. Liz will discuss the economics of her bundled firewood
business and will demonstrate processing from log to palletized bundles. There will also be
speakers on several topics, static displays and walking tours. The Jacobs have a 17 acre tree farm,
therefore small landowners or those new to WCSWA are especially encouraged to attend. Lunch
will be provided. More details and directions to the farm will be in the July newsletter. Early

RSVP‘s are appreciated, so if you plan to attend, please call Liz at 503-359-1510.
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