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Chehalem Ridge Tour –
A Rare Opportunity!

Howell Tree Farmer of the
Year Tour – Well Done!

Rare Opportunity to See What Metro
Plans for a former Stimson Tree Farm
When Metro acquired the Stimson Iowa
Hill acreage – a 10,000 + acre tree farm –
they forestalled the potential development
of that property into homesites. They also
were presented with an opportunity to
manage a large forest property for its
natural values and recreation potential.

Kate Holleran, the Metro forester
charged with developing the
management plan for the property, as
well as initiating the management
actions needed on the property, will
lead a WCSWA tour of the property on
August 27th, 9:00 – 12:00 noon.
One of the key questions facing Metro is
how to manage the transition of the
existing 15+ year old Douglas fir
plantations – which comprise about 6,000
acres of the property.
(See Chehalem, page 8)
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Tree Talk

Terry and Jan Howell, with son Mike, accept
their silver 25 Year Sign (photo by Elizabeth Adams)

The Howell Tree Farm was the scene on July
23rd of a joint BBQ and Tour celebrating the
Howells’ selection as the 2010 Tree Farmers
of the Year, and the annual Tualatin Soil and
Water Conservation District BBQ. The Howell
Tree Farm was the ideal venue for the large
gathering, and it was evident that the Howells
had done a lot of work in preparing for the
event.
Perfect weather provided for a pleasant time
from by
the
viewingNotes
demonstrations
LyalPresident
Purinton
(portable sawmill),by
assisted
by Scott Hayes,
Jim Brown
and “Forest Dan” – Mark Havel, who
demonstrated the prototype of a table-top
firewood splitter he designed for one-man
efficiency and production. His design will come
out in a production model soon, produced by
Log Rite, an eastern firm who earlier
purchased Mark’s logging arch designs.
The food was great – helped in large part by
the Shumaker grill, and cooks Sam Sadtler
and Bill Triest!
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The Prez Sez

It Is Now Fire Season (Sorry About the Skunk)

Today is August 2nd and my forest is still very green. Looks like I will have to mow the roads and landings
a fourth time. Of course, we are all pleased that our trees have responded vigorously to the long spring;
but so have all the other plants. It is imperative now to check your fire-breaks and areas of grass, weeds,
and brush to be certain your forest is as fire-safe as possible. When the extra growth of plants all dries out,
there is more potential fuel. Remember to check your spark arresters before you operate any power
equipment dealing with that excess brush. Fire season is already officially in effect, despite the current
high moisture levels in the woods.
Information about what the Oregon Department of Forestry sees as your responsibility can be found on
their website. Just type in www.oregon.gov/ODF, click on "Wildfires" in the list at the left, and you will see
Smokey in the "Fire Protection Unit" section. Of the several topics you can select, "Legal Guide for
Operators" is useful. It lists equipment one should have on hand during fire season. For brief or small
operations, requirements are less strict. You'll need to check with ODF about that. "Landowner
Responsibility" is another interesting section. It is not my intention to discourage WCSWA members from
working in their forests, but I do want to encourage everyone to be aware of what ODF expects of us.
Better than finding out after a violation citation or a wildfire! As I have mentioned before, some of our more
experienced members just avoid operating power equipment in their forests during fire season.
On a lighter note, after 45 years of sporadically working in the woods, I saw my first porcupine last week. It
was right near the house, just ambling along, carefully picking up its feet. I approached and took a few
photos. The porcupine paid little attention to me. I think it felt confident in its defense system. I also saw
my first skunk that same evening as I drove home. Unfortunately, it was illuminated at close range in my
car's headlights as it crossed Jackson School Road. The bad news is the skunk was run over by both left
tires. I did not stop to deal with the remains. The good news is that, although I could smell skunk all the
way to Portland, apparently only my tires had contacted the skunk. Nearly all of the odor had worn off by
the time I arrived home. I will never know just how long or intense the trail of skunk odor may have been or
how many other drivers shared it. I did feel sorry for the skunk. Probably no one else did. But I digress....
The July 23rd Tree Farmer of the Year,/Howdy Neighbor!/Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
picnic went off without a hitch, thanks to thoughtful planning and the many volunteers who helped out. The
170-or-so folks who attended enjoyed becoming more educated about the missions and purposes of our
respective organizations and were treated to an excellent lunch. The opportunity to combine events
resulted from the coincidence of the Howell family receiving the Tree Farmer of the Year award and having
a stream-restoration project on their farm. It was a rare community learning opportunity for small woodland
owners, farmers, and the general public.
Special thanks go to the Howell family for allowing such a large event to take place on their farm. Terry,
Jan, and Mike spent many days preparing a large parking area and clearing out their large barn and shed
to provide a safe, clean venue for displays, meeting, and dining.
One more IMPORTANT! item before I wrap this up. General WCSWA meetings will be held at a NEW
MEETING VENUE starting in October. New location is:
Washington County Fire District 2 Fire Station
313 NW Commercial Street; North Plains
See you at the new Metro Chehalem Ridge reserve on August 27th.

Jim Brown
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WCSWA Leadership
President – Jim Brown, 503-284-6455 jimbrownorch@msn.com
Vice-President – Dan Logan,503-647-5213,danlogan@easystreet.com
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825
bshumaker@coho.net
Board of Directors:
Pos. #1: Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472 tnygren@juno.com
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223 samsncee@gmail.com
Pos. #3: Bonnie Shumaker – 503-324-7825 bshumaker@coho.net
Pos. #4: Scott Hayes 503-992-1509 scotthayes@wildblue.net
Pos. #5: Doug Eddy, 503-628-1468 douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com
Pos. #6: Bill Triest – 503-626-1838 whtriest@gmail.com
Legislative Committee Chair:
Scott Hayes, 503-992-1509, scotthayes@wildblue.net

WCSWA Website
www.wcswa.org
Website Manager: Kathy Scott
Contact Tom Nygren for web postings
and information.

Forest Forum Newsletter
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie
Shumaker
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or
bshumaker@coho.net
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder

Membership Committee:
Stuart Mulholland, 503-985-3168
Howell Hughes, 503-201-3748
Program Committee
Bill Triest – 503-626-1838; Beth Adams – 503-628-0722, Marge Hayes – 503-992-1509;
Terry Howell – 503-357-2882

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503628-5472. Got a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for
tools, equipment, property, or materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another
way for tree farmers to help each other! (3 month limit)
For Sale: Washington County tree farm for sale. 37 acres on county road;
19 year old planted forest, Doug-fir with alder, maple, 2 streams border property, run about 9
months/year. Probably buildable. Will be sold subject to life estate for seller on a small portion. 503-6595003 (principals only)
Wanted:

(none)

Trade:

(none)

Event Calendar
August

27

September
October

25

November

?

WCSWA Field Tour – Chehalem Ridge Metro property tour near
Gaston led by Metro’s forester Kate Holleran. See article, page 1 &
8.
No meeting or tour scheduled. This is our regular “take a break”
month.
WCSWA Monthly Meeting – 7:00 pm at the Washington County
Fire District 2 Fire Station, 313 NW Commercial Street, North
Plains
WCSWA Annual Dinner Meeting – The dinner and meeting will
be at the Jennings-McCall Senior Center in Forest Grove.
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Advertising Opportunity:
The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members and friends of WCSWA.
Advertisers receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads.
ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP)
YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum. Ad size: ___________________________
Enclosed is a check or money order for: 1 issue ___ 4 issues ___ 12 issues ___
Company_____________________________________________
Contact_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City/State/Zip___________________________________________
1/12
Phone________________________________________________
page
Fax__________________________________________________
1/6 page
¼ page
1/3 page
Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to:
½ page
2/3 page
Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR
Full
97117
page

1
issue
$15

4
issues
$30

12
issues
$75

25
35
45
65
86
125

50
70
90
130
170
250

125
175
225
325
425
625

Thank you for supporting Washington County Small Woodlands Association!

2011 WCSWA Member
Roster Is Included With
This Issue Of Forest Forum
The OSWA membership database is the
source of member contact information. If
information for you is incorrect, contact
Jena at OSWA to make corrections (503588-1813), or at jeneraines@gmail.com .

Pesticide Problem Pending?
Newswise.com (July 18) - Herbicide
resistance is growing. At least 21 weed
species have now developed resistance to
glyphosate, a systemic herbicide that has
been effectively used to kill weeds and can
be found in many commercial products.
Some weeds are now developing resistance
to alternative herbicides being used. New
occurrences of resistance are being noted in
varying weed species and locations, creating
challenges for weed scientists.
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What’s The Point?

Decision: Unnecessary, Costly, & Disruptive
By Tom Nygren

A recent decision by the US 9th Circuit Court of Appeals will subject logging roads in public and
private forests to some of the most stringent environmental protection laws in the United States.
In response, Senators Mike Crapo (R-ID), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Jim Risch (R-ID), and Mark
Begich (D-AK), recently introduced legislation -- the Silviculture Regulatory Consistency Act -that seeks to overturn that decision and return to the model of logging road management that
has been successfully utilized for the last 35 years.
In the past, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has contended that the most effective
way to protect water resources in managed forests is to treat forest management activities as
nonpoint sources controlled with Best Management Practices (BMPs). In Oregon and many
other states, these BMPs are in the form of regulations with the force of law.
The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals has jurisdiction over many western states, including Oregon
and Washington, and their decision immediately applies in those states. However, it also has
implications for the entire country. In addition to the legislation recently introduced by Wyden et
al, Governor John Kitzhaber and others have called for an appeal of the decision to the U.S.
Supreme Court. Officials at all levels of government recognize the potential for this decision to
seriously, and in the opinion of most, unnecessarily impact forest management activity.
The lawsuit that initiated this decision began in Oregon, with a challenge to logging activity on
the Tillamook State Forest by the National Environmental Defense Council ((NEDC v Brown).
The 9th Circuit decision ruled that logging roads are point sources of water pollution subject to
the permitting requirements of EPA’s Phase 1 storm water program for industrial activities,
contrary to the previous EPA judgment that logging roads and silvicultural activities are nonpoint
sources. Forest policy experts and analysts note that this interpretation would impose
substantial costs and legal risks on landowners, loggers, and other forest-related activities in the
U.S. Higher costs and risks would discourage investments in sustainable forest management,
and would encourage land use change from forestry to other uses with greater impact on water
quality.
The facts:
•

State silvicultural nonpoint source control programs are highly effective. Nationwide, it is
estimated that state forestry BMPs are applied nearly 90% of the time, and provide substantial
protection to water quality and aquatic habitat. Paired watershed studies (such as Hinkle Creek in
Douglas County) reduce water quality impacts by 80-90% compared to historic practices without
BMPs
• Even though forests represent one-third of the land base of the United States, they
contribute less than 5% of river and stream miles identified as water quality impaired.
Recent data show that forestry has dropped out of the top ten categories contributing to
impairment.
• Forest road practices continue to evolve and improve. The goal of BMPs for storm water is to
disperse flow onto the forest floor to the greatest extent possible before it reaches a stream.
• Forestlands, including roads, are generally minor sources of sediment, compared to other land
use activities, including those for storm water permits. For example, EPA estimates that
th
forestlands produce 1/1000 the erosion observed for construction sites.
th
Information in this article was obtained from a news release by the Idaho Statesman, july 15 , and the
th
July 13 issue of Forestry Environmental Program News, produced by the National Council for Air and
Stream Improvement.
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Oregon's Forest Protection Laws: An Illustrated Manual - Second Edition - Available
Updated and revised for 2011, OFRI's popular illustrated manual helps explain the forest protection
rules required by the Oregon Forest Practices Act and other forest laws. Simple explanations and
clear illustrations and photographs make this a valuable tool for those planning harvest operations or
working in the woods. This second edition introduces a new chapter on fire and chemicals, and
expands information on stewardship agreements, voluntary programs and financial assistance.

PNW Research Station: Field guide
helps managers identify invasive
species
Nonnative Invasive Plants of Pacific
Coast Forests: A Field Guide for
Identification

This publication, by Pacific Northwest
Research Station Ecologist Andrew
Gray was recently published and
offers a concise and well-illustrated
field guide for novice botanists and
managers alike. To order a hard
copy, e-mail
pnw_pnwpubs@fs.fed.us and ask for
PNW-GTR-817.
.

Investments  Acquisitions  Exchanges  Sales
Jeffrey R Campbell, Principal Broker
(503) 957-7025

Gerald Hiebert, Broker
(503) 551-5300

Rural Property Investments, Ltd.
nd

13500 SW 72

Avenue, Suite 200, Portland, OR 97223-8091
(503) 542-0095
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SEEDLING UPDATE, 2011-12
by Bob Shumaker, Chairman, Seedling Committee
It is time to start thinking about your seedling requirements for 2011-12 winter planting. WCSWA
offers a seedling program to its members. This year we will have available approximately 30,000 DF
Vernonia Elite 1 + 1’s, and 1,000 Western Red Cedar 1 + 1 seedlings.
The Vernonia Elite DF seed is from ODF’s Vernonia Seed Orchard and is the second generation
of their breeding program. The seedlings are grown for WCSWA at Lewis River Reforestation in
Woodland, WA.
These seedlings have superior growing characteristics and are intended to maximize the growing
potential of your site. They are not genetically modified organisms, but are the result of breeding parent
trees with superior growing characteristics from trees selected from our area.
Here’s how our seedling contract works with Lewis River Reforestation, Inc. in Woodland, WA.
Generally every seedling crop involves a two year contract. The seeds are sown in a bed in the first year.
The second year, one-year old seedlings are transplanted from the seed bed. In the transplant bed, they
put on another year of growth before they are lifted and sold to us for planting as a 1 + 1 seedling (1 + 1
meaning, 1 year in the seed bed and 1 year in transplant bed). To help clarify, a 2 + 0 seedling would be
one that remained two years in the seedbed and was never transplanted.
This seedling program is an important service to members and a fund-raising source for
WCSWA. We take the risk of planting these trees two years before we know your needs and provide
pick-up and cold storage through volunteers in our organization.
A seedling reservation request form is included in this newsletter. If you wish to order, please
complete the form and return it as soon as possible.

FORESTLAND for SALE
Mark.Willhite@juno.com

Two New OFRI Publications:
•

•

Oregon Forests and Water - How Forest Management Works to Protect
Water Quality - A comprehensive look at the relationship between forest management
activities and water quality; how state rules and laws protect these precious resources, current
scientific research, and how voluntary landowner programs designed to protect aquatic resources
are also making a difference.
Oregon's Forests as Habitat - Background and context for better understanding the
interplay between forest management and wildlife. Provides forest landowners with suggested
management techniques to provide diverse wildlife habitat and highlights Oregon landowners
who have applied these techniques on their own land.

Available on line or in print from www.ofri.org
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Chehalem, continued from page 1
The plantations are very well stocked, typical of industrial plantations, and crowding is starting to
occur. The large number of acres presents a costly thinning need – but may also present an
opportunity to recoup at least some of the cost by commercial sale. Metro also hopes to use
income from needed timber management to finance other management costs on the property.
Kate would like to hear from small woodland owners who have experience thinning plantations
Its location, size, variety of vegetative types, and scenic and recreation values present many
opportunities. Kate will discuss their thinking to date as she leads the tour through the property.
She is also looking for ideas and experiences from other woodland managers.

Chehalem Ridge Natural Area (Metro)
– August 27th WCSWA Tour
Directions

Beaver pond flanked by alder and
springboard marked stump

Try to arrive a few minutes early for the tour, which
begins at 9 a.m. on Aug.27th at the property.
Parking is available at the meeting place. Get
directions from your starting point to Gaston, then
follow these directions and the attached map on
the back of the seedling order form. As you head
south on Highway 47 into Gaston, turn left onto
Main Street to head east. Main Street becomes
Gaston Road. You’ll pass Spring Hill Road and then
come to a curve that automatically takes you left
onto Hardebeck Road. Take the immediate right
onto Dixon Mill Road and head east for
approximately 2.3 miles. The turnoff for Chehalem
Ridge will be on your left, and you will see Metro
Event Parking signs. Allow about one hour from
Portland, 20 minutes from Hillsboro and 10 minutes
from Forest Grove.
WHAT TO WEAR
Wear sturdy hiking shoes or sneakers and comfortable
clothes, and be sure to wear sunscreen. Metro guides will
help steer clear of poison oak, but it’s a
good idea to wear long pants to avoid taking any
chances.

Kate Holleran points out the key
features for a tour of Tualatin River
Watershed Council members

WHAT TO BRING
A camera and/or binoculars, if you like
A water bottle and snacks
Questions for the Metro scientist
WHAT NOT TO BRING
Dogs or other pets
Anything that will be cumbersome to carry
Children who do not have the endurance or
attention span to partake in the tour

August, 2011
Forest Forum 8

TREE TALK

by Bonnie Shumaker

Each year, I record in essay form how our tree farm looks and how it has changed.
Following are snippets from this year’s essay.
It is the evening of July 23, 2011 and Bob, our dog Emma and I have set out to record
observations on our “long walk” around the Tree Farm. It is embarrassing to note that I
only thought about this yearly rite two days ago. The first of July is normally my target
date, but I am going to blame another cold, wet spring and summer for not realizing it
was time – it didn’t feel like July until a couple of days ago.
Stand 5A and part of 5B are much more open now,
evidence of this winter’s effort on our NRCS grant
for conifer release. We used chain saws, loppers
and pruning saws to cut down excess brush and
natural reprod that was choking back potential
growth of the dominant trees, and pruned about five
feet up on those trees. The sprouted maple tree
that Bob has been trying to kill for years looks like it
may finally have succumbed. The suckers were cut
and treated as well as the trunk. We kept maples,
alder and madrone that were straight, but know a
sprouted maple stump can cover ¼ acre of ground.
Another consequence of our work was the release
of many naturally seeded cedars. We left most of
them since they are shade tolerant and a good
companion to Douglas-fir, both in growing and in value when harvested. We can now
see into the forest and have access. We treated approximately seven acres this year.
The grant is for a total of twenty acres over a five year period, so we made a good start.
Coming up Bulldozer Hill reveals the area in which we worked this spring. This stand
was planted too close in 1998 due to operator ignorance. During our Tree Farmer of
the Year Picnic in 2008, we had Master Woodland Managers mark trees for precommercial thinning. We looked at the marked trees, agreed with some and not others
and did nothing. This spring, we saw that their close spacing was probably reaching a
critical point, so we walked through and marked any double tops or deformities and
started cutting. The yarding was made easier with the purchase of a skidding winch.
We took out about 40 small defective trees, enough for this year’s firewood. It is
amazing when you start thinning how much you can see that was hidden before. As
thinning progressed, we discovered some of the marked trees were not that bad, but
one next to it might be a double top we hadn’t seen. The stand still seems too heavily
stocked, but we will finish the marked trees first and then take another look.
The sun is setting as we complete the woods walk. The tops of our five-year-old
seedlings show well above the brush as we look over “Valley View.” Our one Tiger Lily
greets us as we descend to the house. We love this place and are grateful for each
year that we have the ability to continue the hands-on approach to silviculture that we
enjoy.
Conifer release and chip pile
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Oregon's Forest Protection
Laws:
An Illustrated Manual - Second
Edition Now Available

Updated and revised for 2011,
OFRI's popular illustrated
manual helps explain the forest
protection rules required by the
Oregon Forest Practices Act
and other forest laws. Simple
explanations and clear
illustrations and photographs
make this a valuable tool for
those planning harvest
operations or working in the
woods. This second edition
introduces a new chapter on
fire and chemicals, and
expands information on
stewardship agreements,
voluntary programs and
financial assistance.
Copies may be obtained from
ODF, OFRI, and other local
sources.

Oregon Business Plan
Recognizes Forestry Need
The recently prepared Oregon
Business Plan identified the following
ten opportunities 1. Support the
Oregon Innovation Plan. 2. Improve
business development/finance tools. 3.
Simplify/streamline regulatory and
permitting processes. 4. Make
industrial land available. 5. Increase
active forest management. 6.
Accelerate energy efficiency efforts. 7.
Advance infrastructure projects. 8.
Train Oregonians for high demand
jobs. 9. Authorize water withdrawal
from the Columbia River during high
flow conditions. 10. Make targeted tax
changes to spark growth. Oregon
Business Plan.
www.oregonbusinessplan.org, July
2011

Greg Thompson
503-710-0545
EXCAVATION & BRUSH MOWING

Backyard Excavating BlackBerries
Driveway Grading
Under Brush
Boulder Placement
Small Trees to 6” dbh
Landscape Demolition
Wetlands

www.Landshaperllc.com
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Mentored Management
Planning Class Offered
There are lots of reasons to have a written forest
management plan. You need one to be a
member of the Tree Farm system. You need
one to obtain cost-share funding. You can use it
to plan and keep track of future management
activities.
There are also lots of reasons why most
landowners don’t have a management plan.
The fun of woodland ownership is in the doing,
not in the writing down what you have done or
are going to do! Writing a plan takes time and a
certain level of knowledge, and having a
professional write one for you takes money.
If you’ve been putting off writing or updating
your forest management plan, this fall is the
opportunity to git-’er-done. OSU Extension will
be conducting a four-session Mentored
Management Planning workshop in St. Helens.
You’ll be guided through the writing process and
will be paired with an experienced mentor who
can provide one-on-one assistance. Work on
your plan for “homework” between sessions,
and by Thanksgiving you’ll have finished the
writing and can get back to the doing!
Dates: Wednesday evenings, Sept. 14, Sept.
28, Oct. 12, Nov. 9
Location: OSU Extension Service, St. Helens
Cost: $40 per family/ownership
Contact:
Amy Grotta, OSU Extension Forester,
Columbia/Washington Counties
Phone: 503-397-3462
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Thanks To All Who Helped!
We want to acknowledge the people and organizations that made the July 23rd event a success.
including the participation of the staff and volunteers of the Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
and participation of every WCSWA Board member: If we’ve missed anyone, please let us know!
Planning and Organizing Committee
Terry Howell
TFOY
Jan Howell
TFOY
Mike Howell
TFOY
Judy Marsh
TSWCD
Autumn Bryant
TSWCD
Richard Hanschu WCSWA
Ann Hanschu
WCSWA
Dallas Boge
WCSWA, GC Fire
Jim Brown
WCSWA
Neil Schroeder
WCSWA, OWC
Malcolm Hiatt
ODF
Brent O'Nion
ODF
Demonstrations, Displays, Information
Forest Dan (Mark Havel)
Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
Oregon Department of Forestry, Forest Grove
Oregon Woodland Cooperative
Washington County Small Woodlands Assn.
Forest Grove Fire Department,
Gales Creek Station
Oregon Tree Farm System
Howell Tree Farm
Oregon Forest Resources Institute

WCSWA Volunteers, set-up and day-of
Pat Nygren
Ardis Schroeder
Vic Herinckx
Cary Renzema
Miles Merwin
Richard Hanschu
Elouise Binns
John Seiser
Ann Hanschu
Hal Hughes
Jim Brown
Neil Schroeder
Terry Gardner
Sharon Boge
Dallas Boge
Equipment Loaned
Shumakers, Hanschus, Gales Creek PTO, Tualatin SWCD,
WCSWA, Jim Brown, Doug Eddy, Gales Creek School,
Oregon Department of Forestry, Forest Grove, Forest Grove Fire
Department, Gales Creek Station; Howell Tree Farm
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