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Annual Banquet November 
18th –Forests,Time, and 
Climate Change 
The 2011 WCSWA Annual Banquet will 
feature a noted author and researcher, Ellen 
Morris Bishop , who will discuss how 
Oregon’s forests have changed through time 
and climate shifts, and how they continue to 
face similar challenges. Understanding how 
forests reacted to past climates is interesting 
and perhaps useful in understanding what’s 
happening now. The title of her talk is 
Oregon’s Forests through Time and 
Climates: Geologic perspectives on 
today’s forestry challenges .  
 
Ms. Bishop is the author of “In Search of 
Ancient Oregon”, and has been the science 
editor and contributor for The Oregonian and 
the Vancouver Columbian newspapers. She 
has also taught geology and environmental 
sciences at Eastern Oregon University, 
Lewis and Clark College, and Marylhurst 
College. She earned a Ph.D in Geology from 
Oregon State, and did post-graduate studies 
at Scripps Institute of Oceanography. 

See “Banquet”, page 4  
 

Certification, Cooperation , 
and More! 
The October 25 th monthly meeting of 
Washington County Small Woodlands 
Association  will feature three interesting 
topics!  The meeting will be in a new location , 
due to the move of OSU Extension to the 
County Public Services Building, which does 
not have adequate room for our evening 
meetings. This month and future meetings will 
be in the Washington County Fire District 2 
Fire Station, 31370 NW Commercial Street, 
North Plains. The meeting will begin at 7:00 
p.m. 

First up is certification under the Oregon Tree 
Farm System. Tree Farm is the leading 
certifier of non-industrial private forest lands in 
the nation and Oregon. The Tree Farm 
System is sponsored and supported by the 
American Forest Foundation, a national 
organization dedicated to sustainable forest 
management of small private forestlands. 
Each state has a subsidiary organization, such 
as the Oregon Tree Farm System (OTFS). 
OTFS provides professional volunteer 
inspectors to qualify small private landowners 
as “certified”, indicating their management 
meets the national standards. Within the state, 
there is a network of inspectors (volunteer 
professional foresters), who are assigned to 
certify. Each county, or group of counties, has 
a District Chair, who provides oversight and 
management of the inspection process within 
their assigned area. The District Chair for 
Washington County is Jim Wick, who also is a 
forestry consultant whose company, 
Woodland Management, is located in Lake 
Oswego. Jim will present information about 
the Tree Farm System, and how small 

Continued on page 8 
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The Prez Sez                           Calendars 
 

As I write this, it is October 1st.  Didn't get much tree farming accomplished last month; my time was 
devoted more to urgent paint projects and other such maintenance.  As I worked and as September wore 
on, I found the yellow-jacket population to be making up for lost time.  They seem very curious about paint, 
so I painted a few.  However, they became so numerous last week that I had to stop painting at about 10 
a.m.  One piece of advice I got from a logging contractor is to wear rubber bands around one’s pants-cuffs 
when there are a lot of yellow-jackets in the work area.  The time I didn't do that I ended up with a sting on 
my knee.  Coveralls are good protection, too. 
 
Lacking a high-tech remedy, the yellow-jacket traps that use a chemical attractant are effective if the 
varmints are big enough.  If you run out of attractant, food bait of some sort in the trap will also attract them.  
This year my yellow-jackets are quite partial to Safeway's Priority brand salmon dinner cat food.  Another 
trick is to make a trap in which the insects will drown.  To see plans for several different versions you can try 
typing "yellow jacket trap" in your internet browser.  Of course, in a month or so this problem will have 
solved itself, but you can prepare for next year. 
 
As the calendar runs out on insect pests, so it runs out on our opportunity to deal with plants that are pests.  
If we get any dry weather soon, blackberry vines can still be sprayed effectively, especially if there are still 
leaves hanging on.  Garlon will be absorbed through the stems as well as leaves. 
 
After an unusually busy week, I missed a meeting last Friday because I had failed to write it into my 
calendar.  Let me urge you to write "OSWA Annual State Meeting" for June 22nd and 23rd in your 2012 
calendar.  If you do not have your 2012 calendar yet, please be sure to write it at the end of your 2011 
calendar to transfer later.  Plans are for the meeting to take place in Forest Grove.  Our own OSWA chapter 
will be hosting and sharing a bit of what is unique about Washington County Small Woodlands. 
 
If you have never attended an annual meeting, this will be a convenient opportunity to do so.  Friday there 
will be sessions on topics of current interest centered around a main theme capped off by banquet in the 
evening.  Bargains will be available to you via a silent auction and a number of vendors who will offer 
special pricing.  On Saturday, there will be one or more tree farm tours.  Other activities are still in the 
planning stage.  If you have ideas about topics, tours, etc., or would like to help with the planning and 
arrangements, I encourage you to contact any Board member. 
 
On the topic of the Board, the calendar is coming around to our Annual Dinner in November and with it 
nominations for officers and two Board positions .  It is an honor to serve, a chance to learn, a way to 
give back, and an opportunity to work with some fine, dedicated people.  Four Board meetings a year and a 
little extra time are all you need to qualify and participate.  If you would consider running for a position, or 
would like to suggest a candidate, please contact any member of the Nominating Committee (listed below). 
 
I will miss long-time member John Helmer, who recently died at the age of 88.  He was always the 
quintessential gentleman, interested in so many different things!  Reading the account of his very full, active 
life in The Oregonian, I thought "I didn't know he did that, too!"  It was a real privilege to know John. 
 

Jim Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

          See You at our NEW MEETING VENUE  
                  October 25th, 7 p.m.!  
  Washington County Fire District 2 Fire Station  
  313 NW Commercial Street; North Plains  

Nominating Committee  
Eloi se Binns 503-628-0426  ea.mattern@frontier.com 

Miles Miles  Merwin 503-621-9867  mlmerwin@gmail.com 
Ardis Ardis  Schroeder 503-628-2344  

                  theoneil@upwardaccess.com 
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 WCSWA Leadership 
President – Jim Brown, 503-284-6455 jimbrownorch@q. com 
Vice-President – Dan Logan,503-647-5213,danlogan@ea systreet.com  
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob  Shumaker; 503-324-7825  

bshumaker@coho.net  
Board of Directors : 

Pos. #1: Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472 tnygren@juno.com   
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223 samsncee@gmail.com 
Pos. #3: Bonnie Shumaker – 503-324-7825 bshumaker@coho.net  
Pos. #4: Scott Hayes 503-992-1509 scotthayes@wildblue.net  
Pos. #5: Doug Eddy, 503-628-1468 douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com   
Pos. #6: Bill Triest – 503-626-1838 whtriest@gmail.com   

                                              
Legislative Committee Chair:                                      
    Scott Hayes, 503-992-1509, scotthayes@wildblue.net     
 
Membership Committee: 
 Stuart Mulholland, 503-985-3168 
 Howell Hughes, 503-201-3748 
Program Committee 

Bill Triest – 503-626-1838; Beth Adams – 503-628-0722, Marge Hayes – 503-992-1509;  
Terry Howell – 503-357-2882, John and Cathy Dummer – 503-244-3812 

 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Event Calendar  
 
October 25  WCSWA Monthly Meeting – 7:00pm at the Washington County Fire 

District 2 Fire Station, 31370 NW Commercial Street, North Plains.  
Speakers: Neil Schroeder, President, Oregon Woodland Cooperative will 
report on OWC news, and Jim Wick, ATFS certifier for Washington 
County, will discuss ATFS and give a short market update. 
  

November 18 Friday WCSWA Annual Awards Banquet.  Jennings McCall Center, 2300 
Masonic Way, Forest Grove. Speaker:  Ellen Morris Bishop, author of “In 
Search of Ancient Oregon”. 
 

December   No Meeting Scheduled 
 

January 24  WCSWA Monthly Meeting - 7:00pm at the Washington County Fire 
District 2 Fire Station, 31370 NW Commercial Street, North Plains.   
 

February 28  WCSWA Monthly Meeting - 7:00pm at the Washington County Fire 
District 2 Fire Station, 31370 NW Commercial Street, North Plains.   

WCSWA Website  
www.wcswa.org 
Website Manager: Kathy Scott  
Contact Tom Nygren for web postings 
and information.  

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post  
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-
628-5472. Got a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for 
tools, equipment, property, or materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another 
way for tree farmers to help each other!  (3 month limit) 
 
For Sale:  37 acre tree farm  - NW Washington County, planted '91-92, mostly with Douglas 
fir. On county road; 2 seasonal streams. Probably buildable with power and telephone at 
property entrance. New lower price $199,000; motivated seller. 503-649-5003 
  
Wanted:     (none)     
 
Trade:        (none)           
                                                      

Forest Forum Newsletter  
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie 
Shumaker 
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825 
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or 
bshumaker@coho.net  
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan 
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder  
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Advertising Opportunity: 
The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out t o over 250 members and friends of WCSWA. Advertiser s 
receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads. 
 

ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE INCLUDES  TYPESETTING & AD  PREP) 
   

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum.  Ad size: ___________________________ 

Enclosed is a check or money order for:  1 issue ___   4 issues ___  12 issues ___ 
Company_____________________________________________ 
Contact_______________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip___________________________________________ 
Phone________________________________________________ 
Fax__________________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to: 

Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR   
97117 

 

              Thank you for supporting Washington C ounty Small Woodlands Association! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
issue 

4 
issues 

12 
issues 

1/12 
page 

$15 $30 $75 

1/6 page   25   50 125 
¼ page   35   70 175 
1/3 page   45   90 225 
½ page   65  130 325 
2/3 page   86  170 425 
Full 
page 

125  250 625 

 

Banquet, continued from page 1  
 
Ms. Bishop will cover the basic 
geologic history of Oregon and NW 
Oregon, then shift to the geologic 
history of forests and vegetation, 
especially Oregon's and NW 
Oregon's, and finally provide some 
thoughts on what geology might 
suggest about the future of forests in 
Oregon. 
 

WCSWA Annual Banquet 
RSVP Form Enclosed  

An RSVP form for the 2011 WCSWA 
Annual Banquet is enclosed. Please 
fill it out and return at your earliest 
convenience. If you have questions 
about the Banquet or program, 
please contact Beth Adams at 503-
341-4943 
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Extension Foresters Visit WCSWA Member Tree Farm 
Periodically the Extension Forestry staff of Oregon State University tour the area assigned to one 
of their Extension Foresters. This year they toured Washington and Columbia Counties – the 
“domain” of Amy Grotta, Extension Forester for the two counties.  The Washington County stop 
was the tree farm of Lyal and Sandy Purinton near Buxton, where they learned about the efficient 
and high quality bundled firewood operation that Lyal operates as a component of the Oregon 
Woodland Cooperative’s bundled firewood program. Lyal gave a “short course” on quality 
firewood standards, efficient splitting and bundling, and the economic factors that make the 
operation profitable. Lyal was one of the “early innovators” in bundled firewood, and purchased 
his bundling equipment from Liz Jacobs, another OWC member. 
 
The Extension Foresters especially enjoyed Lyal’s anecdotes about how he involves his young 
boys, Justin and Colin, in the operation.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
                                                             

 

 

 

 

 
  
                                                  

Investments  �  Acquisitions  �  Exchanges  �  Sales 
      Jeffrey R Campbell, Principal Broker           Gerald Hiebert, Broker  
                  (503) 957-7025                                    (503) 551-5300 

Rural Property Investments, Ltd. 
13500 SW 72nd Avenue, Suite 200, Portland, OR 97223-8091 

(503) 542-0095  

 
 

Lyal explains h is “ cutting rack ”  to 
the touring OSU Extension Forests 
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 FORESTLAND for SALE 
                Mark.Willhite@juno.com 

              
 

An Invitation 
to the 

Forestry/Estate 
Planning Seminar 

and Complimentary 
Luncheon 

On Wednesday, November 
9, 2011 at the Wilsonville 
Holiday Inn, starting at 8:30 
AM. Sponsored by OHSU 
and US Bank. The Holiday 
Inn is located I-5 exit #286. 
Hear forestry, estate 
planning, and tax experts; 
enjoy a complimentary 
luncheon; and enter a 
drawing for a spectacular 
door prize – a colorful 
Pendleton blanket! 
 
RSVP to OHSU, attention 
Kate McGinn at 503-412-
6366 for luncheon 
reservations, prior to 
November 2, 2011. 
 
Hope to see you there for 
an informative day on 
November 9, 2011 at 8:30 
AM. 

Need A Plan For Your Forest? 
Here’s Your Chance! 

The NRCS in both Columbia and Washington Counties 
are now accepting Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) applications from forest landowners 
who want forest management plans. The application 
deadline is October 31, 2011. Approved applicants 
will receive cost-share funding to have a 
management plan written by a qualified 
professional. 

Nathan Adelman, NRCS Soil Conservationist in 
Hillsboro says, “In Washington County, priority will be 
given to applicants who have 10 or more acres of forest 
and who agree to complete, with NRCS cost share, 
afforestation on 3 or more acres of land that is not now 
and has not recently been in forest. Basically, our office 
would like to help non-industrial forest landowners plant 
trees on land that is not currently wooded.” 

Columbia County landowners should be receiving more 
information about the program in the mail, and a series 
of informational meetings will be held throughout the 
county during the second week of October. 

For more information, contact: 
Washington County  NRCS: Nathan Adelman, 503-
648-3174 ext. 101 
Columbia County NRCS : Don Mehlhoff, 503-397-4555 
ext. 105 
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TREE TALK               Just Curious           by Bonnie Shumaker   
Walking our property as much as Bob and I do gives us a chance to be curious about matters of 
little consequence – or are they? One of the questions we have pondered is this:  Comparing 
one 40 acre parcel to another, where one is relatively flat and the other is hilly with many ups and 
downs, is the hilly parcel really bigger than 40 acres, and will it produce more board feet? 
We did learn that 40 acres is 40 acres regardless of the terrain, because acreage is the land 
under an acre in the sky, projected onto the ground.  If it wasn’t measured this way, there would 
be very confusing lines drawn around fields and forests.  So, I accept this, but how about the 
yield.  If you do the geometry on two pieces of ground, one flat and one hilly, there has to be 
more actual dirt in which to plant on the hillier land. 
 
We have two such parcels.  The north 40 acres is gently sloping southward; the south 40 acres 
also slopes south with additional east and west steep sloping ground heading to the creek and 
back up the other side.  Planting at the same 11 foot spacing on both parcels should mean more 
trees were planted on the hillier south 40.  But will they produce more board feet in the same 
number of years?  The additional fact to consider is that both parcels have equal solar input from 
the sky and of course trees need that solar input for photosynthesis and growth. 
 
We decided to put the question to Steve Bowers, OSU Extension Forester, aka Treeman.  Here 
is our question and his answer. 
 
Treeman – We have been pondering this for some time.  We have 80 acres of trees. The north 
40 is fairly level with a south aspect.  The south 40 has up and down hillier ground going down to 
a small class D creek and back up with steep east and west aspects as well as an overall south 
aspect.  All of this land has been planted within the last 15 years.  We plant with 11 x 11’’ 
spacing.  The question:  Due to the convoluted nature of the ground on the south 40, it seems 
that more trees would have been planted there.  We realize that both pieces of ground have the 
same solar input (40 acres each).  Will we get more yield off the hilly ground than the more level 
piece?  Or not? 
 
Answer:   Depends on how you measure "yield." 
But yes, hilly ground will give you more volume than flat....a simple matter of area. So an acre is 
not an acre is not an acre :) :) There is/are no adjustments in determining yield/acre dependent 
on topography. So hills (ceteris parabus) "yield" better than flats. 
 
I understand his answer, but I still think there is more and maybe you, dear readers, can shed 
even more light on this subject.  Send your sage (or other) replies to bshumaker@coho.net.  I will 
be happy to publish these in next month’s Forest Forum. 
 

2011 Washington County Tree Farmer of the Year  
The 2011 Washington County Tree Farmer of the Year will be announced at the WCSWA Annual 
Banquet on November 18th. It has been a tradition of WCSWA to make the announcement at the 
Annual Banquet, where the achievement of the recipient can be formally recognized. 
 
Washington County has had a history of having outstanding tree farmers. Recognition as 
Outstanding Tree Farmer for the County automatically puts the recipient in the running for 
Oregon Tree Farmer of the Year, which could lead to Western Regional Tree Farmer of the Year, 
or even National Tree Farmer of the Year. 
 
The Tree Farm System is a nationally based recognition of good stewardship of private 
forestlands. The National Tree Farm System is managed by the American Forest Foundation, 
and is based on a rigorous set of good management principles and standards. 
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October WCSWA Meeting, continued from page 1 

woodland owners can participate and benefit. He will 
also give an overview of current market conditions. 

Each year a certified Tree Farm from each county is 
selected to compete for the title of Tree Farmer of the 
Year. County winners then compete for Oregon tree 
Farmer of the year. Continued success in selection can 
lead finally to the title of National Tree Farmer of the 
Year!  

If time permits, a short video of the 2010 Oregon county 
winning tree farms will be shown. The video 
demonstrates the range of tree farm owner objectives 
and accomplishments leading to their selection to 
represent their counties for Tree Farmer of the Year 
honors. 

Also on the program will be a presentation on the 
Oregon Woodland Cooperative (OWC) . The Co-op 
now exceeds sixty member properties and over 26,000 
acres, and is dedicated to assisting members in 
managing and marketing forest products – both timber 
and non-timber – from their lands. Neil Schroeder, 
president of OWC, will give an overview of the Co-op’s 
activities and benefits. The range of non-timber 
products currently being developed and marketed by 
the Co-op will be displayed.  

Got A Log Brand? 
 
The Oregon Department of 
Forestry (ODF) reminds timber 
operators with current state-
registered log brands that log 
brands must be renewed 
between October 3 and  
December 31, 2011.  
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  2011 Salmon Spawning Survey Training – October 22nd  at 
the Gales Creek Elementary School, 1925 NW Sargent Street, 
Gales Creek, OR 
(GC Elementary School is approximately 7.5 miles from Forest Grove on Gales Creek Rd aka 
Hwy 8, or 2.3 miles south on Gales Creek Rd from the intersection of Gales Creek Rd & the 
Wilson River Hwy aka Hwy 6).   
Interested landowners and volunteers are invited to this hands-on training session with Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife personnel on how to identify fall coho, winter steelhead trout, 
native cutthroat trout, spawning redds and other aquatic life in Gales Creek, its tributaries and 
other Tualatin basin tributaries.  
This is part of the spawning monitoring program ODFW and TRWC have initiated to gather 
information on important fish resources in the Tualatin basin. We are recruiting volunteers and 
landowners to conduct surveys in specified stream reaches from October 2011-December 2011 
and from March 2012 through May 2012.  
Classroom: Information session and volunteer traini ng:  10 am until 11:15 am.  Field 
session: 11:15 am – 2:30 pm in upper main stem Gales Creek.  
Dress for the weather.  Chest or hip waders are required for performing surveys.  
 
Benefits: This is a great chance to get hands-on experience in helping collect data about fish 
presence in various Tualatin basin streams to help us plan projects; learn how to recognize 
various fish species and spawning redds; and better manage these important fish runs. 
 
More information:  503-846-4810 or trwc@easystreet.net  
 

 
The Oregon Forest Resources Institute 
has a new look.  A freshly designed blue and 
green logo began appearing on most OFRI  
communications in mid-September. 
The new logo features a distinctive circular 
trademark with stylized green trees and blue 
water stripes alongside the institute’s name.  It symbolizes OFRI’s role as a cultivator of  
understanding about Oregon’s forests. OFRI was created by the Oregon Legislature  
in 1991 to improve public understanding of the  state’s forest resources and to encourage 
environmentally sound forest management  through training and other educational programs  
for forest landowners. OFRI is funded by a dedicated harvest tax on forest products producers. 
 
USDA, Forest Service: wood is a preferred green bui lding material  
 
Oregon forestland owners and the forestry community today applauded a synthesis study by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Forest Service that ties together important themes 
about wood and active forest management, including the environmental benefits of wood in 
green building, carbon and climate change, and forest-sector employment. Thursday’s USDA 
press release, with commentary by the U.S. Forest Service, highlights the study “Science 
Supporting the Economic and Environmental Benefits of Using Wood and Wood Products 
in Green Building.”  
The announcement by USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack committed the Department to emphasize 
the use of wood in future building construction. Leaders of industry, small woodlands, and 
Oregon Forest Resources Council praised the move.   
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OSU Forestry Dean Will Step Down  
Hal Salwasser, a professor and dean of the College of Forestry at Oregon State University for 
the past 12 years, announced Friday that he will step down as dean at the end of the 2011-12 
academic year in June. Under Salwasser’s tenure, the college has revamped degree programs 
to better meet employer needs, raised more than $39 million during the Campaign for OSU, 
created five faculty endowments, developed new distance education degree programs and grew 
enrollment by more than 50 percent. Demand for OSU forestry graduates is continuing to 
increase. 

The traditional forest products industry has been under enormous pressure in recent years, with 
mills closing, ownership of forest lands changing and new products emerging. At OSU, programs 
in forest engineering and management have been joined by new research initiatives in climate, 
forest ecosystem protection and renewable material science. 
 
“Going forward, there will be continuing changes in the forest industry as companies strive to 
maintain markets and competitiveness,” Salwasser said. “The college will have to continually 
adapt its education, degree and research programs to meet these changing needs. And as state 
and federal funding for research continues under pressure, we’ll have to forge stronger 
partnerships with industry.” 
 

Market Notes   

Pulp: A trend of flattening or falling wood chip value, followed a nine month run-up where 
prices increased by 40%. Total conifer fiber prices settled at an average of about $125 per bone 
dry ton (BDT) across the Pacific Northwest by mid-August. Pulp and paper mills now have 
adequate chip inventory to meet consumption. Prices will continue to fall during third quarter of 
2011. By the first quarter of 2012, however, weather and flagging markets will likely tighten the 
wood chip supply, as timber harvests and sawmill production reach their lowest seasonal point. 
At the moment, mills are being vigilant about supply. A satisfactory chip inventory can turn 
quickly, leaving mills scrambling to secure required wood chips, another reason whole log 
sources of chips are important.  (Forest2Market newsletters, August and September)   

Logs: Log exports to Asia – China in particular – continue to help US forest products 
companies weather the domesic housing market storm. Weyerhaeuser recently reported that the 
share of its total export volume to China increased to 26 percent in the first half of the year, up 
from 15 percent during the same period in 2010. Plum Creek reported that it shipped 27 percent 
of its Oregon sawlog harvest to China during the second quarter of the year – up 20 percent from 
the first quarter. According to Richard Holley, Plum Creek president and CEO, “We expect that 
offshore demand, combined with a reduction in future Canadian supply, will transform the North 
American supply-and-demand balance in the future”. (The Forestry Source, Sept. 2011)   

Biomass:  The 2011 update of the US Department of Energy 2005 Billion Ton Study  affirms 
that one billion tons of biomass will be available in 2030. Current levels of forest and agricultural 
biomass could potentially displace 30 percent of total US petroleum current production.  The 
report makes clear, however, that “the feedstock potential identified ….. could be realized, 
assuming an increased investment in research undertaken by the state or private interests, not 
only in crop yields, but in new and innovative management and production systems, harvesting 
and collection technology, and the science of sustainable management.” 
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   Greg Thompson   503-710-0545   
 
         EXCAVATION &  BRUSH MOWING  

Backyard Excavating     BlackBerries 

Driveway Grading           Under Brush 

Boulder Placement        Small Trees to 6” dbh 

Landscape Demolition       Wetlands 

         www.Landshaperllc.com 

 

Longtime Member John Helmer 
Passes; “A Friend To All” 
 
WCSWA members attending Association 
events were accustomed to seeing the friendly 
face and gentle manner of John Helmer. John 
passed away last month at the age of 88. He 
had been in ill health for some time. 
 
Though John was a successful Portland 
businessman (he owned a haberdashery), 
when he was with other small woodland 
owners he was at home discussing trees, 
logging, planting, and the other topics of 
conversation. You could tell that he really 
enjoyed the woods. In the past he was known 
to come to early morning WCSWA Board 
meetings at the Hitchen’ Post restaurant with 
his chain saw carrying pad on his shoulder! He 
was on his way to the woods, and the meeting 
was just a stop along the way. 
 
The Oregonian quoted someone referring to 
John as “a gentleman and a gentle man” – an 
apt way to describe him. His wife, Beverly, is 
of the same gentle nature. John will be greatly 
missed by the woodland community. 
 
 

Tax Tips for Forest 
Landowners for the 
2011 Tax Year 
 
The above publication, the 
latest in a yearly series of the 
latest tax information 
concerning forest landowners, 
is available online at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/spp/coop/p
rograms/loa/tax.shtml 
 
Tax Tips are prepared by Linda 
Wang, National Timber Tax 
Specialist, and John Greene, 
Research Forester, Southern 
Research Station. Both Wang 
and Greene are with the US 
Forest Service. 
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Washington County Small Woodlands Association                       
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19022 SW Finnigan Hill Road 
Hillsboro, OR  97123 
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 Welcome to New Members! 

Welcome to Miles and Linda Martin  of Gales Creek. 
We are here to help you achieve your management goals for your woodland. To get the most out of 
your membership, come to the meetings and tours that are scheduled throughout the year. You’ll 
find many kindred spirits among our diverse membership – and many opportunities to learn and 
share together! If you have any questions, or need help, contact any of the Directors, Officers, or 
Newsletter Editors. 
 
Noble Fir   Looking for a little Noble fir for Christmas, or to add to your landscaping? The Tualatin 
River Watershed Council has a nice selection of 18” to 2 foot high trees, in tall containers where 
roots can grow, for sale at a bargain price - $10 each! The money will be used to support Tualatin 
River Watershed Council stream restoration projects. Contact April Olbrich, Council Coordinator, at 
503-846-4810. These trees would make a nice table-top Christmas tree; then you can plant it for 
landscaping or to grow a full size Christmas tree in a few years!  
 
More Stimson Downsizing 
The erosion of the timber industry’s capability in Washington County continues. The position of 
Procurement Manager at their Forest Grove mill has been eliminated. Kelly Evers, who had filled 
that position, was told this decision was based on the poor economy, market conditions and an 
overall downsizing within the company. Kelly had worn a number of hats in 38 plus years with the 
company, and witnessed a lot of changes within the industry.  Kelly also stated that he learned a 
number of different aspects of the industry, built a lot of relationships and made a lot of friends. He 
plans to remain in the area and seek new opportunities. 
This decision follows by two years the elimination of the Managed Forest Program, which helped 
many small woodland owners. Mike Heath, manager of MFP, lost his job with that decision - which 
was also a significant loss to the woodland community. Mike is now working in Maine for the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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