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OSWA Annual Meeting

Stimson Tour on July 21st
July's program promises to be very interesting...a
tour of Stimson Mill beginning at 9:30 on July 21st.
Children are welcome. As a reminder, please
contact Marge Hayes at 503.992.1509 or
MargeHayes@wildblue.net if you are planning to
attend.
After the tour, you may want to consider going to
North Woods Figured Woods for their Open House
and Warehouse Sale. It's only about 4 miles from
the mill. (See article on page 11).

Senator Betsey Johnson, keynote speaker

The day started off at 9:00am with our keynote
speaker, Senator Betsey Johnson, who
recognizes small woodland owners’ concerns
regarding fire protection (which will be addressed
again in the 2013 Oregon legislature),
infrastructure and regulation concerns.
The meeting continued with four informative
sessions along the theme of “Neighbors Helping
Neighbors” including secondary wood product
marketing, current state issues, protecting your
investments and forest assistance programs.
Our dinner speaker was Lena Tucker, Deputy
Chief Private Forests Division, ODF. The annual
“Riggin’ Slinger” award was given to Nancy
Hathaway, who has served OSWA in many ways
including the last two years as President.
Congratulations, Nancy, to an award welldeserved.
The meeting concluded on Saturday with a tour of
Hyla Woods, hosted by Pam and Peter Hayes
(see article on page 4).
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The Stimson tour will encompass the whole
process of receiving raw logs, scaling, debarking,
going through the sawmill and figuring best
utilization of each log, drying the dimensional
lumber in the huge kiln, planing, and preparing for
shipping.
The sawmill will be running and is very interesting
to see… and quite noisy as well. Earplugs,
hardhats, goggles, and vest will be issued to all tour
participants for their safety. Our tour leader will be
Bob Banchero, who has been with Stimson for
nearly 30 years and enjoys showing folks the
facilities and answering questions.
Don’t forget to RSVP: Marge Hayes 503.992.1509
or by email at MargeHayes@wildblue.net.

Directions:
The address is 49800 SW Scoggins Valley Road,
Forest Grove. Drive approx. 3.5 miles toward
Gaston from Forest Grove on Hwy 47, and then
turn right for 2.5 miles on Scoggins Valley Rd.
We’ll meet at the main office which is located at the
2nd main entrance on the left, where there is also
ample parking. The tour is expected to take
approximately 2 hours including Q&A.
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The Prez Sez

OSWA comes to Call - and a Bear, Too!

The OSWA Annual Meeting indoor session on June 22nd at Pacific University was well attended (141
signed in) and informative and fun. The silent auction brought in needed funds for OSWA. The tour
at the Hayes' Hyla Woods forest on the 23rd went well - except for the weather. Pam and Peter had
an excellent rain plan, which retained nearly all of the planned content but reduced the number of
stops. Over 100 hardy souls showed up for the tour. The really heavy showers held off until the
formal tour and lunch were wrapped up. All the WCSWA volunteers did a great job, adjusting to the
rain plan without a hitch. A sincere thank-you to our volunteer planners, moderators, greeters,
guides, and grunts:
Beth Adams
Steve Bateman
Beth Batula
Dallas Boge
Sharon Boge
John Dummer
Cathy Dummer

Doug Eddy
Terry Gardner
Scott Hayes
Vic Herinckx
Bonnie Holce
Randy Holce
Mike Howell

Terry Howell
Dick Martin
Linda Martin
Miles Martin
Greg Mecklem
Miles Merwin
Tom Nygren

April Olbrich
Scott Russell
Sue Russell
Sam Sadtler
Bob Shumaker
Bonnie Shumaker
Bill Triest

And a big thank-you goes to Jim James and Jen Rains of OSWA, and our OSU Extension Agent,
Amy Grotta, who all put in many hours planning and preparing!
Last, but definitely not least, a special thank you to our Tree Farm Family of the Year, the Pam and
Peter Hayes Family. They planned the tour, developed the content, and brought in some additional
expert presenters. As expected, the sessions proved to be interesting, innovative, and thoughtprovoking.
Deadline is July 20th! Please do this right away. Even if you have not changed your phone
number, e-mail address, etc., check the WCSWA 2011 roster to be certain the contact information
shown for you is correct. In looking up a member's e-mail address recently, I discovered their e-mail
space was blank in the 2011 roster. When I looked in the 2010 roster, there it was! How it got
dropped, I do not know. Our 2012 roster will be mailed to members later this summer. So, please
send any updates or corrections to the OSWA office by July 20th. OSWA keeps the official
records that are used to generate WCSWA's roster and mailing list. OSWA contact info:
jenrains@gmail.com 187 High Street NE; Suite 208
1-503-588-1813
Salem, OR 97301
Well, June was a busy month for the Prez, but I did get to the farm a few days, mostly to mow roads
and landings and enjoy the ambience. Imagine my surprise on Saturday, the 16th, when I looked out
of a window in the early afternoon and saw a bear in the landing near the house! I had been outdoors
not ten minutes before, quietly enjoying the ambience. He/she, probably a yearling, was meandering
about Pooh-bear-like, munching on some shoots of grass and weeds. The bear did not come within
fifty feet of the house, the tractor, etc. (I leave no food in the house and take all garbage home.)
I took several pictures of the bear through the window, and finally stepped out onto the porch and
snapped a couple more. I shut the door loudly as I went back inside and the bear just wandered
away up the road out of the landing. Now, I am something of a tree-hugger and enjoy the woodsy
ambience - and I know bears are a part of it. But I do not want to be a bear-hugger and I would not
enjoy an ambulance! In forty years owning my forest, this is my second bear-sighting. Both have
been in the last decade. Makes me a bit nervous.......

Jim Brown
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WCSWA Leadership
President – Jim Brown, 503-284-6455 jimbrownorch@q.com
Vice-President – Vic Herinckx, vic.herinckx@gmail.com
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825
bshumaker@coho.net
Board of Directors:
Pos. #1: Tom Nygren, 503-628-5472 tnygren@juno.com
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223 samsncee@gmail.com
Pos. #3: Bonnie Shumaker – 503-324-7825 bshumaker@coho.net
Pos. #4: Scott Hayes 503-992-1509 scotthayes@wildblue.net
Pos. #5: Doug Eddy, 503-628-1468 douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com
Pos. #6: Bill Triest – 503-626-1838 whtriest@gmail.com
Legislative Committee Chair:
Scott Hayes, 503-992-1509, scotthayes@wildblue.net

WCSWA Website
www.wcswa.org
Website Manager: Kathy Scott
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie
Shumaker for web postings and
information.

Forest Forum Newsletter
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie
Shumaker
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or
bshumaker@coho.net
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder

Membership Committee:
Stuart Mulholland, 503-985-3168
Howell Hughes, 503-201-3748
Program Committee
Bill Triest – 503-626-1838; Beth Adams – 503-341-4943, Marge Hayes – 503-992-1509;
Terry Howell – 503-357-2882, John and Cathy Dummer – 503-244-3812

The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post
A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503628-5472. Got a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for
tools, equipment, property, or materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another
way for tree farmers to help each other! (3 month limit)
For Sale:

(none)

Wanted:

Caretaker/Renter for Tree Farm residence - Gales Creek Area 2 bedroom, leave message @ 503
357 0781 or 503-357-0781

Event Calendar
July

21

August

25

September 15
October
November
December
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TBA
19

Stimson Lumber Mill Tour – 9:30am, Forest Grove
North Woods Figured Wood – Open House 9-5, Gaston
Forest Grove Watershed Tour – 9:00am Gales Creek
School – See article page 12
Oregon Woodland Co-op – community woodland event
in the mid-Willamette Valley; detail in future issue.
WCSWA monthly meeting
WCSWA annual banquet meeting
American Tree Farm System workshop, luncheon and
awards, World Forestry Center
No regular meeting
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Advertising Opportunity:
The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members and friends of WCSWA. Advertisers
receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads.

ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE INCLUDES TYPESETTING & AD PREP)
YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum. Ad size: ___________________________
Enclosed is a check or money order for: 1 issue ___ 4 issues ___ 12 issues ___
Company_____________________________________________
Contact_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City/State/Zip___________________________________________
1/12
Phone________________________________________________
page
Fax__________________________________________________
1/6 page
¼ page
1/3 page
Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to:
½ page
2/3 page
Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR
Full
97117
page

Thank you for supporting Washington County
Small Woodlands Association!

A Layered Forest
Crater Lake National Park has four major forest zones.
Starting in the park’s lower elevations (about 4,500 feet)
ponderosa pine forest is the first zone seen.
The ponderosa zone gives way to the lodgepole pine
forest at about 5,000 feet.
Mountain
hemlocks
become
dominantoratthe
about
6,000of an .
[Type
a quote from
the document
summary
feet.in This
zone has the final tall trees in the park and has
.
limited underbrush.
The next zone is almost purely whitebark pines and
extends from about 7,500 feet to the top of Mt. Scott,
8,929 feet. The whitebark pine zone is more an open
woodland than a forest.
July, 2012
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Hyla Woods Tour
The final event of the OSWA 2012
Annual Meeting was the Saturday tour
at Pam and Peter Hayes Hyla Woods
near Timber. The weather was not
what was ordered, but in true
Oregonian fashion, adjustments were
made, tarps were employed where
necessary and over 100 booted and
rain-coated hardy souls enjoyed what
Pam and Peter, along with their
helpers, had to share.
Peter shared with us that they consider
their forest experimental in that they
are “searching for hopeful models of
forest stewardship and growerconsumer partnership that lead to
enriched forests and sustained
people.” Their overall search is
supported by six interrelated sub
searches: Silvaculture, improved
wood markets, “beyond wood”
markets, essential partnerships and
alliances, new knowledge and
increased energy efficiency and
independence from toxics.
During a delicious lunch, there was an
“Iron Builder” challenge and portable
sawmill demonstration. Thank you
Pam and Peter for hosting.
4

Wildlife Guzzler
Jim and Phyllis Dahm’s property near
Klamath Falls gets 12-15 inches of rain each
year and has limited water available for
wildlife. They have installed this wildlife
guzzler which collects precipitation on the
slanted roof and drains it into a 300 gallon
tank, creating a long-lasting watering hole.

Investments  Acquisitions  Exchanges  Sales
Jeffrey R Campbell, Principal Broker
(503) 957-7025

Gerald Hiebert, Broker
(503) 551-5300

Rural Property Investments, Ltd.
13500 SW 72

nd

Avenue, Suite 200, Portland, OR 97223-8091
(503) 542-0095
Check out our website for our new search by map feature

“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The next
best time is now.”
-Chinese Proverb quoted in PNW Science Findings, June, 2012
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Forestry Classroom
Ready to Open
By Jim Kadera

After nearly five years of effort,
the new Forest Hall is ready for
classes and other meetings at Hopkins Demonstration Forest south of Oregon City.
Sitting at the highest point on the 140 acre nonprofit tree farm, the 2,400 square-foot building welcomes
groups of up to 90. Constructed primarily of wood from Clackamas County woodlands and mills, the
structure cost about $365,000, excluding landscaping which is not funded and remains undone.
Non-profit Forests Forever Inc., which owns and manages Hopkins Demonstration Forest, began
planning Forest Hall in 2007 with hope of completing the project in about two years. However, the
economic recession slowed fund raising, and finishing touches were made on the building this spring.
Ken Everett, Forests Forever - Executive Director and one of the founders, said he expects programs
of Oregon State University Extension in the county, including 4-H, "will put the building to good use.
When Forest Hall is not used for educational programs, we plan to rent it for short-time use by schools,
non-profit organizations, churches, public agencies and businesses for meetings, workshops and
retreats."
Forest Hall can seat about 90, and has a catering kitchen, restrooms, multi-media technology, a large
fireplace, and space to display forestry memorabilia. The building is near a 60-foot tall historic fire lookout
tower obtained from Oregon Department of Forestry and erected last year. It will open later this year after
a cabin is built on top.
Hopkins Forest was logged-over land bought in 1962 by Howard Hopkins, a U.S. Forest Service
employee, and his wife Margaret. They gradually reforested the place, which today is stocked with
Douglas-fir, red cedar, alder and several other tree species mostly less than 50 years old.
After her husband died in 1989, Margaret Hopkins decided to donate the forest land for educational
and related public use. Her gift led to formation of Forests Forever by Everett and others interested in
advancing forestry education at the local level. As support grew into the 21st century, Forests Forever
was able to staff Hopkins Forest with one full-time Extension Service educator. Tim Delano, who holds
that position, is the Community Outreach Coordinator.
Several hundred youth from Clackamas County and nearby schools visit Hopkins Forest annually for
one or more days to learn about tree, soil, water, wildlife and other forest resources. Dog walkers and
others trek a well-developed trails system covering the sloping land. Hopkins is maintained partly by
volunteers who converge one Saturday a month.
A small part of Hopkins operating costs are defrayed through commercial timber thinnings. Margaret
Hopkins has died, but her two daughters share in the gross logging income. When they pass away, all of
the income after logging costs will go to Forests Forever for use at Hopkins Demonstration Forest.
Besides opening learning opportunities to youth, Hopkins conducts small-scale field demonstrations
to show woodland owners the values of different types of sustainable forestry.
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TREE TALK

by Bonnie Shumaker

After the OSWA Annual Meeting in Forest
Grove, Bob and I planned a week-long getaway
with our trailer and two dogs to Diamond Lake
and Crater Lake with the final destination at the
tree farm tour at Jim and Phyllis Dahm’s near
Klamath Falls. They were selected by
American Tree Farm System as Oregon’s Tree
Farmer of the Year for 2011. We joined over 60
other family forestland owners for an
exceptional tour.
First, we heard a history of logging in the area.
Railroad logging was the norm, laying tracks as
needed to get the logs off the hills. Much rail
was laid as “switchbacks” making it possible for
the trains to maneuver grades steeper than a
train could go. The tracks were laid at an
Phyllis and Jim Dahm and their beautiful forest
acceptable grade, stopped, and then laid the
other direction. The train would go up the first grade and beyond until the far end of the train got
to the switchback track. Then the engine reversed direction for this set of track and went back
and forth until it reached the top. Huge tracts of trees were harvested with the majority going to
box plants. Today, we think of boxes as being made of corrugated cardboard. In those days,
everything that needed to be boxed was put in wooden boxes.
Jim and Phyllis talked about fuel buildup concerns in this dry climate and the problems with
having a public agency as a neighbor where fuel buildup is not properly addressed. Another
fact in this part of the country is that it is in “open range.” Open range means that cattle can
graze wherever they want. If cattle’s grazing becomes a problem on your land, you must fence
the cattle OUT, which is what the Dahms did with five and a half miles of fence through a cost
share program with NRCS. They had an absentee neighbor who did not manage his cattle well,
causing the Dahms’ meadows and natural Ponderosa Pine reprod to be grazed down to dirt.
Since the cattle have been fenced out, wildflowers, meadows and pine seedlings have
rebounded. At some point, some cattle may have to be introduced in a proper grazing program
to keep the meadow grasses from becoming too great a fuel source. It is all about balance.
Other NRCS cost-sharing projects in which the Dahms have participated encourage wildlife.
The wildlife guzzler (see page 5) was built this year with the hope of attracting mountain quail.
There is a motion camera which has recorded skunk, bear and deer but no quail as yet. Another
project had large boulders brought into a meadow to provide habitat for amphibians and reptiles.
It also provides bluebirds a perch to spot bugs for dinner. Another project is aspen restoration;
another problem is western tent caterpillars who have defoliated the bitterbrush this year which
is an important feed for deer. There is hope the bitterbrush will come back.
The Mountain Pine Beetle, Dendroctonus ponderosae, can be a huge problem in Ponderosa
Pine forests. Jim and Phyllis’ prescription for keeping the beetle at bay is to keep the basal area
below 100 square feet per acre. When the basal area gets above that 100 sq. ft. marker, they
thin the stand to around 60 sq. ft. and then let it grow up again. To my observation, this is also a
prescription for a beautiful forest.
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SEEDLING UPDATE, 2012-13
by Bob Shumaker, Chairman, Seedling Committee
It is time to start thinking about your seedling requirements
for 2012-13 winter planting. WCSWA offers a seedling
program to its members. This year we will have available
approximately 50,000 DF Vernonia High Gain 1 + 1’s, and
2,000 Western Red Cedar 1 + 1 seedlings.
The Vernonia High Gain DF seed is from ODF’s Vernonia
Seed Orchard. The seedlings are grown for WCSWA at
Lewis River Reforestation in Woodland, WA. These
seedlings have superior growing characteristics and are
intended to maximize the growing potential of your site.
They are not genetically modified organisms, but are the
result of breeding parent trees with superior growing
characteristics from trees selected from our area.
This seedling program is an important service to members
and a fund raising source for WCSWA. We take the risk
of planting these trees two years before we know your
needs and provide pick up and cold storage through
volunteers in our organization.
A seedling reservation request form is included in this
newsletter. If you wish to order, please complete the form
and return it as soon as possible.

July, 2012

8

“The true
meaning of life is
to plant trees,
under whose
shade you do not
expect to sit.”
Nelson Henderson (from PNW
Science Findings, June, 2012

Seeding Dirt Roads
Establishing grass seeding can effectively
reduce erosion and sedimentation from
woodland roads, skid trails and landings.

503-710-0545
Greg Thompson, owner/operator
www.Landshaperllc.com

FORESTLAND for SALE
Mark.Willhite@juno.com

A mixture of two or more perennial
species is desirable because of the variety
of conditions – no individual species has
the growth characteristics to survive and
thrive in all conditions. Species that can
establish and grow rapidly stabilize sites
quickly. Aggressive, long-lived and wellrooted perennials prevent erosion, provide
forage and impede other undesirable
plants. Shade tolerance is often desirable
since many woodland roads have shade.
Generally, about 100 seeds per square
foot is adequate, or 10-20 pounds/acre.
See complete article in Douglas County
Woodlander, Summer 2012.
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/Douglas/
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NEVER FAR FROM THE TREES:
A HISTORY OF STIMSON LUMBER COMPANY, 1850-2001
Today Stimson Lumber Company is synonymous with Oregon and the greater Pacific Northwest;
however, its humble beginnings hearken back to Michigan in 1850 when Thomas Douglas (T.D.)
Stimson and his business partner felled their first tree. On his own, T.D. managed to acquire
timberlands, establish lumber camps and sell logs to mills located in Muskegon, Michigan. After
marrying, T.D. interrupted his burgeoning lumber career for a riskier opportunity: oil had been
discovered across the border in Canada and he decided to give it a try. He tried, and by 1864,
had lost everything.
T.D. was determined to rebound quickly. He made an arrangement with a former employer in
Chicago who agreed to buy whatever timber Stimson could cut on 10 percent shares. By 1871,
he had acquired enough acreage in northern Michigan to establish his own mills and equip them
with modern machinery.
By the early 1880s, T.D. had sensed that the marketplace had changed. After his oldest son,
Willard Horace, returned home disappointed from surveying other potential timber regions in the
South and Midwest, T.D. decided to look westward. Leading the search himself, he sailed up the
Columbia River to Portland, Oregon, and then pushed on to Puget Sound. Despite owning the
third largest mill operation in Muskegon, T.D. made a fateful decision: the operation would
relocate to Seattle.
Good fortune enabled him to purchase an existing mill on Salmon Bay in Ballard, just north of
Seattle. In January 1890, the Stimson Mill Company was incorporated, and within the month was
busily processing lumber, laths and shingles.
In 1912, the Ballard mill was sold and operations were moved to Hood Canal. In 1923, one of
the oldest mills in Seattle was purchased, the Brace-Hergert Mill on Lake Union. Known as the
Stimson Lumber Company, the mill employed over 200 men and produced about 50 million feet
of fir lumber annually.
However, by 1929, C.W. faced a dilemma similar to the one his grandfather had encountered in
Michigan. The area around Hood Canal had been cleared; quality timber was no longer
available. Fortunately, C.W. had a place in mind. Forty years earlier his father had purchased
25,000 acres of old growth timber in the Tillamook region of western Oregon. Although C.W.
remained involved, it was left to son-in-law, Harold Miller, to build not only a state-of-the-art
July, 2012
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sawmill in Forest Grove but to provide the leadership necessary for Stimson Lumber Company to
remain viable in an increasingly competitive market.
The period from 1929-1981 can be known collectively as the “Harold Miller Era,” for it was during
this period that the company reinvested in timberland holdings and diversified its product line.
The company weathered through the Great Depression exceedingly well and never had to shut
down temporarily or lay off workers. The series of destructive fires in the 1930s and 1940s,
known collectively as the “Tillamook Burn” became only a temporary obstacle. After the 1945
fire, the company discovered that the burned and green wood that was cracked, stained or of
lesser quality, could be converted into “hardboard.” Founded in 1946(?), Stimson’s Forest Fiber
Products Company was the third hardboard plant in the U.S. Known as “sandalwood,” Stimson’s
product became the envy of the industry.
After Harold Miller died in 1981, leadership of the company passed to Darrell Schroeder, a
trusted employee who had worked with the company since 1946. As the first non-family member
to lead the company, Schroeder presided over the company during an expansion period that
included building the dimension mill in Forest Grove, acquiring both a heavy timber mill in
Clatskanie, and a cutting mill in Oregon City. In 1991, after forty-five years of service Schroeder
retired from active management.
By the early 1990s, Stimson’s management decided the company needed to be more aggressive
with its acquisitions -- not only in creating a “land base,” but also in reviewing other viable
opportunities should they arise. The past ten years have been one of the most successful eras in
the company’s history with acquisitions of assets from Champion International, Plum Creek
Timber Company, and Idaho Forest Industries. Today Stimson Lumber Company stretches into
eastern Washington, Oregon, Montana and Idaho. The company’s timberlands total over
500,000 acres in three states and eight manufacturing facilities in nine locations, and it employs
over 1,000.

Copyright 2011

Stimson Lumber Company, Inc., used with permission

North Woods Open House and Tour Saturday July 21, 9-5
Come visit the North Woods Figured Wood Warehouse and small specialty mill. Les Dougherty and
Susan Curington have developed a niche market for specialty Pacific NW hardwoods, such as Big
Leaf Maple burl, among wood workers, turners and artisans. North Woods purchases burl and logs
from OWC and WCSWA members.
Tour the Warehouse and see figured wood such as quilt, curly, fiddleback and spalted in its raw form
and as completed objects of art. The newest market is for stabilized spalted burly Maple which can
be turned into pens, pepper mills and other objects. North Woods also carries air-dried and kiln-dried
dimensional lumber for furniture, cabinets, mantels and other projects, most of it reclaimed or FSC.
Turning demonstrations all day by Dr. Mike Meredith of North West Woodturners. Milling
demonstrations at 10am and 2pm. Refreshments.
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Potpourri
Forest Grove Watershed Tour set for August 25th
On August 25th WCSWA members will have the opportunity to tour the Forest Grove Clear
Creek Watershed. The plan is to meet at Gales Creek School at 9:00am sharp and from there
carpool into the watershed which is an actively managed forest and also serves as a water
supply for the City of Forest Grove. Our tour guide will be Scott Ferguson from Trout
Mountain, and he will describe the forest and management activities that have taken place at
the site. Come and see the older stands that were planted 85 and 110 years ago. Tour stops
will also likely include areas that have been recently planted, thinning operations that have
taken place, patch cuts, and there are alder and cedar plantings to have a look at as well.
Bring your lunch (and perhaps a chair to sit on) and we will conclude the tour with a picnic near
a fish ladder that is within the watershed.

Publications of Interest
Both are available online at: extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog. Click on Forestry and Wood
Processing and then on Logging.
EC1124: Safe and Effective Use of Chain Saws for Woodland Owners by Steve Bowers
and Raini Rippy
EM9047: Producing and Selling Logs for Maximum Revenue by Steve Bowers and Scott
Leavengood
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