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February, 2013 

                                        

  Forest Forum 
Washington County Small 

Woodlands Association 

 
Dean Moberg, District Conservationist, 
Natural Resource Conservation Service 
 
USDA Programs For Small 
Woodland Owners 
Dean Moberg of NRCS and Gail Stinnett 
of FSA gave woodland owners attending 
the WCSWA meeting on January 22nd the 
latest on USDA programs that could assist 
them. 
 

See “USDA Programs” on page 4 

        
Gail Stinnett, Manager, Farm Services 
Agency 

 
2013 WCSWAOfficers 

(l. to r. Vic Herinckx, vice-president; 
John and Cathy Dummer, co-

presidents) 

 

Bees in the Forest: 
Pollinators for Fun and 
Profit!  
WCSWA Meeting on February 26th 
 
Paul Anderson, vice-president of the Oregon 
Beekeepers Association, will be the featured speaker 
for the WCSWA monthly meeting, 7 p.m. February 
26th, at the North Plains Fire Station (on Commercial 
Street). 
 
Paul has a wealth of knowledge about bees, and has 
done some special studies about bees in the forest: 
the types of honey that can be produced and the 
hazards that beekeepers face in putting bee hives in 
unprotected and isolated locations.  
 
Paul is very knowledgeable about “bee biology”, as 
well as the economic values – income potential, 
beekeeping expenses, and other useful information if 
you are considering raising bees on your property. 
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             WCSWA Leadership 
Co-Presidents – John and Cathy Dummer, 503-970-8789  

cannbuckley@hotmail.com 
Vice-President –  Vic Herinckx, vic.herinckx@gmail.com 
Secretary-Treasurer – Bob Shumaker; 503-324-7825  

bshumaker@coho.net  
Board of Directors: 

Pos. #1: Deb Kapfer, 503-628-6349    kapfer@upwardaccess.com 
Pos. #2: Sam Sadtler 503-324-0223 samsncee@gmail.com 
Pos. #3: Bonnie Shumaker – 503-324-7825 bshumaker@coho.net  
Pos. #4: Scott Hayes 503-992-1509 scotthayes@wildblue.net  
Pos. #5: Doug Eddy, 503-628-1468 douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com
   
Pos. #6: Bill Triest – 503-626-1838 whtriest@gmail.com   

                                              
Legislative Committee Chair:                                      
    Scott Hayes, 503-992-1509, scotthayes@wildblue.net     
Membership Committee: 
 Stuart Mulholland, 503-985-3168 
 Howell Hughes, 503-201-3748 
Program Committee 

Bill Triest – 503-626-1838; Beth Adams – 503-341-4943, Marge Hayes – 503-992-1509;  
Terry Howell – 503-357-2882, John and Cathy Dummer – 503-244-3812 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Event Calendar (See also page 6) 
 

February  26  WCSWA Meeting, 7 p.m. – North Plains Fire Station 
Pollinators - Bees in the Forest, Paul Anderson, vice-president, 
Oregon Beekeepers Association 

March  9  Northwest Native Plant and Tree Sale, Saturday, March 9th 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm at Bales Thriftway in Aloha. 

 26  WCSWA Meeting, 7 p.m. – North Plains Fire Station 
“What Your Logger Can Do For You” – Rex Storm, Forest 
Policy Manager , Associated Oregon Loggers 

WCSWA Website 
www.wcswa.org 
Website Manager: Lia Boyarshinova 
Contact Tom Nygren or Bonnie Shumaker for 
web postings and information.  
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCo
untySmallWoodlandsAssociation 
 
 

Forest Forum Newsletter 
Editors: Tom Nygren & Bonnie 
Shumaker 
503-628-5472 or 503-324-7825 
e-mail: tnygren@juno.com or 
bshumaker@coho.net  
Proofreaders: Bonnie Shumaker, Dan 
Hundley, Tom Nygren, Ardis Schroeder  
 

 
The Tree Farm Tradin’ Post 

A free service to our members: List tree farm items/land to buy, sell, or trade. Contact Tom Nygren, 503-
628-5472. Got a tool or piece of equipment you don’t need any more? Or maybe you are looking for 
tools, equipment, property, or materials? You can place a free advertisement in Forest Forum. Another 
way for tree farmers to help each other!  (3 month limit) 
 
Wanted:     North Woods is buying wood! We need quilt and fiddleback Big Leaf maple, Black  
    Walnut and Black Locust logs, Maple burl.   Also Holly, diameter larger than 4". 503-357- 
    4844                   service@nwfiguredwoods.com 
 
Wanted: Someone experienced in social media to advise on how to further promote WCSWA’s    . 
       2013 Native Plant Sale.  Call Bonnie at (503)324-7825. 
 
Wanted:     Rural Care-taker position and/or Rental within 20 minutes of Hagg Lake.  A shop and  
    garden space would be big pluses.  A new North Woods associate, Travis, a  
    woodworker/craftsman and Arborist, is relocating to the area with his wife and kids 6 & 8  
    yrs. Also happy to partial trade handyman skills, firewood or?  Contact Travis directly at 
    808-264-6968, or North Woods 800-556-3106. 
 
 
 
 
                                                      

mailto:bshumaker@coho.net
mailto:scotthayes@wildblue.net
mailto:douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com
mailto:douglas.eddy@upwardaccess.com
mailto:whtriest@
http://www.homestead.com/WashCty/OSWA/index..html
mailto:tnygren@juno.com
mailto:bshumaker@coho.net
http://webmailbb.juno.com/webmail/new/5?session_redirect=true&userinfo=0bd5b0b50933bef743c3ff3dfe232ce0&count=1341701433&cf=SP2&randid=84047996
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The Woodlands Beat                       by John and Cathy Dummer   
                                              

Greetings fellow woodland owners! We are rather quickly getting up to speed as your new co-
presidents of the Washington County Small Woodlands Association. In the space of less than a 
week we: were informed that we had been elected, attended the Society of American Foresters 
Leadership Academy, represented WCSWA at an OSWA board meeting, facilitated our first 
WCSWA Board meeting, attended a WCSWA monthly meeting, and participated in a WCSWA 
Program Committee planning session. It was quite a whirlwind. 

Some information we picked up along the way and would like to share: 
- There are some fantastic programs in the queue for this year’s WCSWA monthly 

meetings. See the events calendar. 
- OSWA is making some minor changes at the state level that affect us. We’ll keep you 

updated. 
- Although attendance at the Leadership Academy was diverse in age and occupation, we 

found much in common with the foresters, students, and other woodland owners that 
attended. Mostly we noted a strong sense of stewardship and the responsibility that 
stewardship entails – values we also find in the WCSWA members. 

- We have a lot to learn so we ask for your patience. Special thanks to all who have 
introduced themselves and helped us get to know the organization a little better. We look 
forward to getting to know more of you through serving you. 

In the spirit of getting to know us… one of the things we enjoy is traveling. Last spring we had the 
opportunity to visit southern Africa for a month. It was an amazing experience. 

Perhaps our most unusual African vacation activity was a tour of a forest plantation in South 
Africa owned by a group call the NCT Forestry Cooperative. Their primary mission is to represent 
the coop members in the sale of timber. Eucalyptus, acacia, and pine trees are chipped and sold 
for pulp to primarily Asian companies. NCT manages the chipping and sale of the wood, then 
distributes the profits to the members. Typical of southern hemisphere vegetation, the trees grow 
VERY quickly – on the order of 3 meters/year – and are harvested after only 10 years. 

 

Can you imagine being alive for 7 or 8 or even 9 

harvests? But these are not native trees and the 

 short cycles made the plantations feel more like 

 farms and less like forests.  

 

 

 

 

We were happy to get home where our young tree farm already has overgrown vine maple and 
seas of bracken fern, beavers and coyote, along with replanted and volunteer trees: all the 
makings of a wise and aged forest.  

Until next time – Happy Small Woodlanding! 

 

John and Cathy Dummer 
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Advertising Opportunity: 
The Forest Forum is a monthly newsletter sent out to over 250 members and friends of WCSWA. Advertisers 
receive free newsletters for the duration of their ads.  

ADVERTISING RATES (PRICE INCLUDES  TYPESETTING & AD PREP) 
   

YES! I want to advertise in the WCSWA Forest Forum.  Ad size: ___________________________ 

Enclosed is a check or money order for:  1 issue ___   4 issues ___  12 issues ___ 
Company_____________________________________________ 
Contact_______________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip___________________________________________ 
Phone________________________________________________ 
Fax__________________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form, ad copy, logos, photos, etc. to: 

Dallas Boge, 10735 NW Thornburg Rd, Gales Creek, OR  
97117 

 

              Thank you for supporting Washington County Small Woodlands Association! 
 

 

                                                                  
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
issue 

4 
issues 

12 
issues 

1/12 
page 

$15 $30 $75 

1/6 page   25   50 125 
¼ page   35   70 175 
1/3 page   45   90 225 
½ page   65  130 325 
2/3 page   86  170 425 
Full 
page 

125  250 625 

USDA Programs             Continued from page 1 
 
NRCS Assistance Programs: 

 Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) – modest yearly payment (for 5 years) to 
reward farmers and woodland owners for good management. Thinning, wildlife habitat, 
understory crops are examples of qualifying practices. 

 Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) – Plan and implement good 
forestry practices – payment of roughly half the cost of the practice. Tree Farm or FSC 
compatible. 

Contact: Dean Moberg at 503-648-3174, ext. 101 
 
Farm Services Agency Programs: 

 Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) – Helps restore land damaged by 
natural disasters; assistance up to 75% of the cost of approved practices. County FSA 
Committee determines sign-up availability.   

 Conservation Loan Program (CLP) – Provide credit for implementing cocnservation 
plans (variable rates). Requires conservation plan to apply. 
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 Plum Creek to fund water-quality research at Oregon State 
Large forest land owner Plum Creek committed $500,000 to endow a research position focused 
on water quality at the College of Forestry at Oregon State University. 

The money will support the Plum Creek Postdoctoral Fellow in Forest Watershed Science, a 
position to study the impacts of forest management on water systems. OSU will begin recruiting 
to fill the position immediately. 

Investments    Acquisitions    Exchanges    Sales 
      Jeffrey R Campbell, Principal Broker          Gerald Hiebert, Broker 
                  (503) 957-7025                                    (503) 551-5300 

Rural Property Investments, Ltd. 
13500 SW 72nd Avenue, Suite 200, Portland, OR 97223-8091 

(503) 542-0095  
Check out our website for our new search by map feature 

 

 

New OFRI Website 
 
  A new website is now available to help the 
more than 60,000 family forest landowners 
in Oregon manage their property more 
successfully. 
 
The site, at KnowYourForest.org, is a 
comprehensive resource for many of the 
questions that come up with family 
forestlands. Topics it covers include harvest, 
fire protection, wildlife and much more. 
 
“It won’t quite plant trees for you, but this is 
the next best thing to having a staff,” said 
Mike Cloughesy, director of forestry for the 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute. “If you 
have a question about your forestland, this is 
the place to start.” 
 

http://knowyourforest.org/
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Public Hearings on High 
Conservation Areas 

The Department of Forestry will 
hold public hearings on the new 
High Value Conservation Area 
legal language in March 

 
 

 Upcoming WCSWA Monthly 
Meeting Programs 
 
February 26th – Pollinators: Bees in the Forest. 
Paul Anderson, vice-president of the Oregon 
Beekeepers Association - NFPS 
 
March 26th – “What Your Logger Can Do For You” 
– Rex Storm, Forest Policy Manager , Associated 
Oregon Loggers - NFPS 
 
April 23rd – “Your Forest Stewardship Forester 
and ODF, and Update on Forest Road Litigation” 
– Mike Cafferata, District Forester, ODF, Forest 
Grove - NFPS 
 
May 21st – WCSWA Potluck at Magness 
Memorial Tree Farm. OSU Grad Student 
presentations (courtesy of Amy Grotta and David 
Shaw). Time TBD 
 
June – Date/Time TBD – Stella-Jones Pole Yard  
 
July 13th - Time TBD – Sadtler Tree Farmer of the 
Year Tour 
 
August – No event planned 
 
September – Date/Time TBD – Schroeder Tree 
Nursery Tour 
 
October 22nd – 7 p.m. Fun in the Forest - NFPS 
 
November – Date/Time TBD – Speaker TBD – 
Meriwether National Golf Course 
 
Note: NFPS is North Plains Fire Station 
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TREE TALK                        by Bonnie Shumaker 
 
This time of year is a good time for tree farmers to get out in the woods and plant seedlings while 
they are dormant.  It is also a good time to clear brush if needed.  Most brush, except that 
noxious Scotch Broom, is leafless this time of year, so it is easier to get to.  If you are into limbing 
up your trees or early thinning where you don’t need heavy equipment, now is the time before 
the sap wakes up and makes the bark more susceptible to injury.  The equipment needed for 
these chores does not require a rocked road which describes  most small woodland owners’ 
roads.  Winter weather does not always call us humans outdoors, and the spate of very cold we 
had made it downright slippery to venture out, but when the weather warms up,  a little rain isn’t 
so bad once you convince yourself to go outside, and a cool, wet day with little wind is especially 
good for planting seedlings. 
Bob and I are working on the last five acres of our conifer release grant with NRCS, so we are 
clearing brush and the overzealous natural reprod as well as limbing up the trees.  But this time 
of year is also busy for us for other woodland reasons.  Bob is in charge of WCSWA’s seedling 
sale, and I do the same for WCSWA’s Native Plant and Tree Sale.  Seedlings were in high 
demand this year following an acceptable price year for selling logs:  Douglas-fir accounted for 
59,000 seedlings and Western Red Cedar for 4,000 seedlings.  The weather cooperated for the 
seedlings to be lifted from the ground in late January, and they are fast leaving the cooler at the 
Walkers’ tree farm to be planted all over the county.   
The WCSWA Native Plant and Tree Sale is held the second Saturday in March each year.  All 
the proceeds go to college scholarships for students.  This year, we have 117 varieties of native 
plants and trees totaling over 2,600 plants.   Even though the sale is not held until March 9th, the 
work begins in December with ordering plants.  Reserving the space and the tent plus beginning 
advertising fills up January.  The last two years, we have purchased bare root plants from 
Yamhill Soil and Water Conservation District’s February sale and potted them up at Chuck 
Price’s tree farm.  It takes a year for the plants to become established in the pots, so they are not 
ready to sell until the following year.  This does increase our profits, but requires more work, and 
I thank Chuck for his willingness to make this possible and keep the pots watered over the 
summer.  I also thank the other volunteers who help pot the plants and then weed them and get 
them ready for the sale one year hence. 
Other volunteers, who readily sign up to help set up the plants for the sale, or work the day of the 
sale are what makes our sale a success.  Mother Nature can be a bit fickle in early March, but as 
long as the weather is decent, we can count on a good turnout.  People look forward to our sale, 
and as woodland owners, we feel that the positive face we present to the urban public has a 
positive effect and helps to bridge the urban/rural divide.  So come to the 12th Annual Native 
Plant and Tree Sale and invite your friends and neighbors.  It is for a good cause.  You can find 
out more information and a complete list of plants and their descriptions by visiting our website at 
www.wcswa.org.   
 
WCSWA Board Meeting Highlights, January 22nd, 2013 
 

 2013 Programs: firmed up most of schedule, see article on page 6 

 Seedling Sale – trees in cooler for distribution 

 Native Plant Sale – March 9th. Set-up on Friday, March 8th. Bales Thriftway 

 Educational Donation - $1,000 to World Forestry Center for support of programs at Magness Memorial Tree 

Farm for Washington County students 

 Membership drive: goal is to keep 95% of old members, and add 10% new members. OSWA will contact 

non-OSWA woodland owners of 100 acres or more; WCSWA will contact those under 100 acres. 

 WCSWA will set up a Facebook account and look for social media opportunities.  



February, 2013                                                       8 
                                

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
“The Forest Report” – Now in Video 
 
The Oregon Forest Resource Institute 
has produced a companion video to 
The Forest Report, a comprehensive 
economic study about the state’s forest 
sector.  
The seven-minute video covers the 
main points of the 200-page study. 
Interviews with an economist, a 
conservationist, an industry analyst and 
a forest landowner help tell the story: 
 
Dr. Tom Potiowsky, a Portland State 
University professor and one of the 
report’s authors, lays out the facts. 
Mark Stern, director of The Nature 
Conservancy’s Forest Initiative, and 
Lindsay Warness, a forest policy 
analyst for Boise Cascade, discuss the 
plight of eastern Oregon’s national 
forests and the small towns struggling 
with the loss of mill after mill. They also 
emphasize that there are solutions that 
could restore forest health and 
revitalize rural economies. 
The video also features landowner 
Brenda Woodard, who talks about her 
family’s forestland in Douglas County – 
what she calls “the middle of tree-
growing country” – and notes how 
private timberlands are sustainably 
managed under the Oregon Forest 
Practices Act. 
 
The brief video puts a human face on 
The 2012 Forest Report, which found 
that the forest sector, though hit hard 
by the recession, remains a vital 
contributor to Oregon’s economy. It is 
poised to rebound and add thousands 
of new jobs as the national housing 
market improves. The recovery will be 
stronger if state and federal leaders 
can find ways to provide Oregon mills 
with a stable, dependable supply of 
timber from the state’s vast federal 
forest resource, which is in need of 
more active management, the report 
says. 
Watch the video on YouTube. Or view 
it at OFRI’s dedicated website, 
TheForestReport.org, where there is 
both a 12-page summary and the full 
report available for viewing or 
download. 
 

http://theforestreport.org/
http://theforestreport.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNOMiuU0xao
http://www.theforestreport.org/
http://theforestreport.org/downloads/Poised_to_Rebound_online.pdf
http://theforestreport.org/downloads/2012_Forest_Report.pdf
http://theforestreport.org/downloads/2012_Forest_Report.pdf
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        FORESTLAND for SALE 
                
               Mark.Willhite@juno.com 
 

                  
 

OSU Forestry Shortcourses 

This is a five-session course ideal for 
anyone who is just starting to take care 
of a woodland property. Topics 
covered include:  

 Getting Started (Assessing your 
property and your site) 

 What's Going on in Your 
Woods? (Understanding tree 
biology and forest ecology) 

  Taking Care of Your Woods 
(Tree planting, care for an 
established forest, weed control) 

 Getting It Done (timber sale 
logistics, laws and regulations) 

Course location: Amity High School, 
503 Oak St., Amity, OR 

Course dates/times: March 5, 12, 19 
and April 2, 2013. All Tuesday 
evenings, 6:30-8:30 pm. One 
Saturday field session on April 6 
from 9am-3pm. 

Cost: $40 for one participant, $50 for 
two or more participants from the same 
family 

Instructors: Amy Grotta and Brad 
Withrow-Robinson, OSU Forestry and 
Natural Resources Extension Agents 

PRE REGISTRATION REQUIRED by 
February 25, 2013.  

For more information, contact 
Amy Grotta at 503-397-3462 or 
email 
amy.grotta@oregonstate.edu 

 

mailto:Mark.Willhite@juno.com
http://webmailbb.juno.com/webmail/new/5?session_redirect=true&userinfo=0bd5b0b50933bef743c3ff3dfe232ce0&count=1359591152&cf=SP2&randid=1878970424


February, 2013                                                       10 
                                

Forest Resources: Trends & Projections 
Posted on January 29, 2013 by Leandra Spicer. Information from a recently released report on 
the Future of America’s Forests and Rangelands over the next 50 years by the United States 
Forest Service (USFS).  
 
Across the United States, approximately 751 million acres are currently classified as forest land. 
At 514 million acres, upwards of two-thirds of this land is also considered timber land. The 
remaining lands serve non-timber purposes such as recreation, watershed protection and wildlife 
habitats. Fifty-six percent of US forests are privately held, and the remaining 44 percent are 
publicly owned. Across the nation, ten percent of total forest land is protected. This amounts to 
42 million acres of reserved forest land in the East and 45 million acres in the West. 
 
Forest Health - According to this USFS report, forests throughout the United States face a 
number of threats to their long-range health and sustainability.  

 Invasive Species  - It is estimated over 58 million acres of forest lands are at risk of 
invasive pest infestation or disease. Across the West, bark beetle activity combined with 
severe drought conditions were major contributors to a recent uptick in tree mortality. In 
the East, the low level of native pests reported is good news. However, nonnative 
invasive species continue to threaten a number of forests. 

 Wildfires  - Weather patterns, forest stand conditions and fuel loading dictate the amount 
of forest land burned in wildfires each year. The increasing numbers of wildfires across 
the West are correlated with rising temperatures and decreased amounts of precipitation. 
Climate change is expected to continue to fuel the number and size of wildfires in western 
forests, according to the report. Wildfires are less of a threat in eastern regions due to 
varied land use patterns and prescribed fire programs. 

Future Forests Resources  
For the purposes of this report, the USFS based its projected forest inventories on the United 
States Forest Assessment System. This model considers the impact of differing biological, 
physical, and human factors on future forest inventories. Climate related effects are largely 
muted until the end of the projected period. 

 Forest Area - According to the USFS, over the past 60 years, timber volume increased 
by about 50 percent as forest growth exceeded timber harvests. Between the 1980s and 
2010, net annual growth of forest land steadily increased in all but the Rocky Mountain 
region. In the future, forest area is expected to decline, just slightly. Increased land 
development and fewer planned transitions from agriculture to forest lands are the major 
contributors to the reversal in this trend. 

 Forest Types - Forest-type composition is projected to change in all regions. Land use 
changes, timber harvests dictated by market conditions, management choices, natural 
succession and climate change will all impact the types of forests seen in the next 50 
years. 

Eastern Regions 
In 2010, softwood pine forests grew across an estimated 39 million acres in the South. By 2060, 
planted softwood pine forests are projected to number 47 to 67 million acres. In contrast, the 
total amount of upland and lowland hardwood forest land is expected to decline by one to three 
percent by 2060.  
Few changes are expected in the total number of hardwood and softwood forests found 
throughout the North. Hardwood forests will continue to dominate northern forest areas. Changes 
are expected, however, in the makeup of both hardwood and softwood forest types. 
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Western Regions 
Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine forest types are projected to decline in the Rocky Mountain 
region. However, both fir-spruce-hemlock and ponderosa pine forests are expected to increase 
in number. The remaining forest types are expected to hold constant. 
Changes across the forests of the Pacific Coast will occur mostly on the west side of the region. 
Here, Douglas-fir forest area is projected to increase, while hemlock-Sitka spruce and alder-
maple forests are expected to decline. Projections along the eastern portion of the Pacific Coast 
region are expected to mimic those of Rocky Mountain region forests. 

 Forest Inventory - Across all the scenarios run for this report, increased harvest levels to 
meet biomass energy demands and large scale forest loss due to urbanization result in 
projected declines in forest inventory. The amount of decline following a peak between 
2020 and 2040 varies according to a number of factors. Out of the four scenarios run by 
the USFS, only one scenario suggests significantly less volume in 2060 than at present, 
while the remaining three projections show only slight reductions from peak volumes. 

Northern regions are projected to experience the greatest reductions in forest inventory. Though 
the same factors leading to reduced inventory will impact the South, a strong investment 
response throughout the region is expected to sustain inventory. 
Softwood inventories are projected to remain stable throughout the projected assessment period. 
An established softwood inventory in the Rocky Mountain region along with the aforementioned 
investment response in the South will keep these stocks fairly constant. 
In contrast, hardwood stock inventories are projected to decline as early as 2030 and continue 
through to 2060. There is little to no hardwood investment expected in response to increased 
wood energy demand. Additionally, hardwood forests are more susceptible to loss due to land 
use changes than are softwood forests.  
In The Future of America's Forests and Rangelands, the USFS reports that over the past 100 
years, the United States has enjoyed relatively stable forest resources and areas. Minor trend 
reversals due to real estate development and some climate effects are expected in the future. 
Despite the projected declines in forest areas, forest inventories are not expected to fall below 
values observed since the 1980s. 
The Future of America’s Forests and Rangelands report is part of the 2010 Resources Planning 
Act Assessment published by the United States Forest Service.  
 

Pacific Northwest Log Prices to Rise in 1st Quarter of 2013    
Northwest log prices will rise throughout 1Q2013; Forest2Market projects the price of Douglas fir 
will average $625 per MBF by the end of the quarter, a high not seen since 2007. They will gain 
additional ground as a  result of the ongoing recovery taking place in both domestic and export 
markets. 

The U.S. housing market turned the corner in the last half of 2012, and demand for forest 
products quickly followed. In November, lumber prices were $100 per thousand board feet (MBF) 
above their November 2011 level. Forest2Market projects the housing recovery will continue to 
pick up steam in 2013, with annualized housing starts hitting the 1 million mark by the end of the 
year. 

“Asian appetite for Northwest forest products strengthened in the second half of 2012 and looks 
strong moving into the New Year,” says Gordon Culbertson, Manager of Forest2Market’s Pacific 
Northwest business. “Inventories of imported logs and lumber products in China have declined 
by nearly 50 percent from a year ago, while the Chinese Government has renewed efforts to 
stimulate affordable housing.     
 
                          

 

http://www.forest2market.com/f2m/us/f2m1/about/management
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Newsletter Editor 
19022 SW Finnigan Hill Road 
Hillsboro, OR  97123 

 
 
Forest Forum 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Potpourri 
Hopeful Sign in State Fire Budget    For years, Oregon's major timberland owners have felt 
they were paying too much of the cost of fighting wildfires, especially in years when blazes stayed 
relatively small.  A bill in Gov. John Kitzhaber's budget would allocate $3.6 million over the next two 
years to change the payment formula, so the state picks up a bigger share of the costs in years when 
fires don't rage out of control. The proposal also would pay up to $6 million to keep two air tankers on 
call and other resources to keep minor wildfires from getting big and expensive. "Landowners since 
1993 have paid 82 percent of the cost" of putting out large fires, said Kristina McNitt, executive director 
of the Oregon Forest Industry Council, which represents the timber industry. "And it's killing us." 
 
Supreme Court And Congress Must Act To Preserve EPA Treatment Of Forest 
Roads As Nonpoint Sources -     NAFOAlliance org 
It is clear that forest owners, Oregon and the Administration all recognize and agree that EPA had the 
right policy before the litigation began and that more litigation will not improve water quality. The most 
decisive way to break the litigation cycle and uphold EPA's policy once and for all is through legislation 
confirming that forest roads are nonpoint sources. (Note: EPA recently issued regulations affirming their 
historical position that silvicultural activities, including roads, are exempt from point source permitting 
requirements. The Supreme Court, which heard arguments on the court case, is expected to issue some 
judgment by early summer.) 
 
WCSWA Now On Facebook Here's the link: 
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonCountySmallWoodlandsAssociation 
If you don't have a Facebook account you can only look at the page. If you have a Facebook account 
then you can log in and "Like" our page, which keeps you updated when things on the page change. 
 
Helpful Links: 

  http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics  to read Amy Grotta’s “Tree Topics” blog.  
    www.orwoodlandco-op.com   to learn about the Oregon Woodland Cooperative  
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